
Sign up ONLINE at the Weston Library Kids Homepage 
          ( http://www.WestonLibrary.org/just-for-kids) 
 
General Information for Parents: 

The Summer Reading program is designed to keep children reading over 
the summer months in a way that is fun and rewarding.   

Many educators agree that in the summer children may lose progress 
they have made over the school year.  The way to keep children learning 
when there is no formal education is to keep kids reading!   

Our programs try to motivate kids to read because it is exciting and fun.  
When they finish a specific achievement, there is a tangible reward: 
guessing at the Mystery Jars, seeing their name in the library, winning a 
prize, and working towards an end goal.   

Visiting the library is a big part of the summer excitement, because of 
the decorations, the crafts, and the sense of participation.  It's fun to visit, 
and there's always something new to do!  
 
The Young Readers Program: 
  For preschoolers through children  
   entering first grade.   
 
Keep track of the books shared with your child.  Enter 
the title and author of each book read together on their 
page in the online database. Write an optional review together! At home, 
you can have your child actively participate by keeping a running list or 
having your child decorate a list of completed books.  
 
For every five books read to your child, you can fill out an entry in our 
Summer Young Readers Jar. Young Readers earn a point for every five 
books read, and pick their prizes from our Summer Treasure Chest. A 
reminder to parents: the purpose for the Summer Reading Program is to 
keep elementary students reading.  We offer the Young Readers Program so 
that younger siblings can participate too.  But the prize component is 
designed to keep second through fifth graders interested in developing their 
reading skills. Our hope is that preschoolers are rewarded by the time spent 
reading with family members. 
 
One note about the age to begin--we have found that children enjoy actively 
participating for about five years.  Because of that, it is best to start your child in the 
program around age four or five.  When you start a three-year-old in the program, 
by the time he/she is seven and really needs to be excited about the Reading 
Program, he/she may be tired of it. 

 
The Reading Program:  
    For kids in elementary school, entering grades one through six.  
            (Rising First and Sixth graders can choose which program suits them best.) 
 
Readers keep track of the books read and enter the information in their 
Online Reading Log.  Since everything is entered online, if you have 
computer access, you can fill out your reading log anywhere in the world, 
even if you’re away on vacation!  
   

Entering Your Books Read: 
In the Online Reading Log, enter the title of each book read.  The new 
database has some books already available, so if you see the cover of your 
book, click on it to automatically fill out the form.  If there is no picture of 
the cover, please write down the full title and the author in the “Title” field.  
It is very easy to overclick!  If you enter a book more than once, we will 
delete multiple entries.   This year, you can enter an optional review, to be 
seen by all other summer readers! For every five books you complete, you 
will get to pick a prize from the Summer Readers' Chest.  Prizes can be 
picked up Monday through Saturday. 
   

Reading Challenges: 
Reading Challenges are a second way to earn prizes!  Click on the 
“Challenges” section of your Online Reading Log.  Some challenges are to 
write book reviews, some are to complete reading or library related tasks.  
Some are just for fun! New Challenges will pop up throughout the summer.  
Each time you complete a Reading or Activity Challenge, you will get an 
Award.  Come into the library to exchange your Award for a prize from the 
Prize Case!  These may be selected Monday through Friday. Challenge 
Awards also earn a raffle ticket to fill out for our Summer Reading Grand 
Prizes at the top of the Display Case.   
 
For every prize you earn, you can take a guess at the Guessing Jar. We are 
counting on you to keep track accurately!  We do check logs frequently, so 
if there are multiple entries for a book title, we will delete extras. 
 
Prizes for Both Programs: 
At the end of the summer, every participant who has read and entered 
information into their Online Reading Log is eligible to come to our 
Summer Reading Celebration, which features ice cream and toppings. Each 
of our Readers and Young Readers can also pick out a book to take home 
for being such a winning Summer Program participant! 



Other Information (and some pointers): 
 
• Sign up starts at the Friends BookSale on Saturday, June 16th .  Children 

may begin reading as soon as they sign up; the database will be ready to 
enter books starting June 18th, the beginning of the last week of school. 
 

• Some of our favorite reviews may be posted on the Youth Services 
Reading Blog throughout the summer at BellaOnBooks.wordpress.com. 

 
• In the Young Readers Program, you may count a book more than once if 

you read it to your child more than once—up to 3 times. 
 
• Children entering first grade may choose to participate in either the 

Young Readers or the Reading Program, but not both.  Likewise, 
students entering sixth grade can choose to do the Reading Program or 
the Teen Program.  Pick the program that feels right for you! 

 
• If your child has trouble spelling, doesn't like to write, or has problems 

with computers or counting their time, an adult may help enter the 
information.  Older siblings sometimes enjoy helping Young Readers. 

 
• Please read books that are at or near your reading level. The goal is 

NOT to get prizes by counting lots of short books. It is to keep reading 
good books throughout the summer.   

 
• Decorating markers and guessing the Guessing Jar is completely 

optional, as are prizes. Once you take a prize, you cannot trade it back. 
 
• If you are going away, remember as long as you have internet access, 

you may enter your reading! Just remember our deadline… 
 
• The Weston Public Schools' summer reading goals are completely 

separate from our program.  You may enter the books read for school in 
the Library’s program as well.  Any reading (magazines, comic books, 
etc) can count towards your reading total.  Audio books count too!  
(Please be sensible about a mixture of listening and reading though.) 

 
 
The Deadline for entering books is midnight, Sunday, August 19th. 
Your information must be in your Reading Log by that date and time! 
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