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Examining the psychology behind plagiarism
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Although they know 
the consequences that result 
from plagiarism, a large number 
of Weston High School students 
continue to take their chances. In 
a random survey of fifty WHS 
students, the majority stated that 
they have plagiarized in some 
regard at least once in their high 
school career, and among 
those interviewed, many had 
plagiarized up to five times.

This trend continues 
beyond high school. 

“A study by The 
Center for Academic Integrity 
found that almost 80% of 
college students admit to 
cheating at least once,” wrote 
a columnist on plagiarism.
org. “According to a survey 
by the Psychological Record, 
36% of undergraduates have 
admitted to plagiarizing written 
material.”

Plagiarism is one 
of the most misunderstood 
concepts at WHS. The definition 
of plagiarism among students 
ranges from copying someone 
else’s sentence to an entire 
paragraph, essay or idea. The 

administrators at WHS, however, 
have a broader perspective on what 
plagiarism is.

According to the Weston 
High School Student Handbook, 
“plagiarism encompasses, but 
is not limited to, the following: 
presenting as one’s own work/s 
or the opinion/s of someone else 
without proper acknowledgement. 
Examples include: having a parent 
or other person write an essay or do 

a project which is then submitted 
as one’s own work; failing to use 
proper documentation and/or 
bibliography.”

The disciplinary actions 
for all violations of academic 
integrity range from four hours of 
Saturday school and a failing grade 
on whatever was plagiarized to up 
to a ten day suspension.

Many students blame 
the teachers for the increased 
incidences of plagiarism at 
WHS.  Students seem to feel 
that plagiarism occurs primarily 
because they are assigned a heavy 
workload in a short period of time. 
They are extremely stressed out 
and therefore look to websites or 
other people in order to save time.

“Personally, I think that it 
is the teacherss fault that so many 

kids plagiarize. 
I do it all the 
time, but it is 
only because 
I have a crazy 
workload that I 
cannot handle. 
If teachers 
would assign 
less homework 
and give us 
more time 
to complete 
a s s ignmen t s , 

then I would never plagiarize, ” 
said one anonymous junior.

Some faculty members, 
however, attribute plagiarism to 
students’ work habits.

“Students plagiarize 
because they do not think it is 
a big deal or often when they 
are trying to get things done 

under pressure,” said English 
teacher Michael Kelley. “[It can 
be avoided] by planning ahead 
and fully understanding what [the 
material] is.”

Other students agree 
that it is their responsibility to go 
see their teachers for help when 
they need it, as opposed to copying 
someone else’s homework or 
copying and pasting from websites.

 “I ask for help from 
teachers whenever I am confused,” 
said a WHS student. “I think it 
is better that way because I can 
understand the assignment better 
and then can get a good grade while 
still handing in my own work.”

Teachers and students 
agree that students must take 
responsibility for their actions to 
eliminate plagiarism.

“ [ M a i n t a i n i n g 
academic integrity] starts with 
the students. I think students 
encouraging each other to be 
honest and to make honest choices 
would reap a lot of benefits,” 
said Kelley. “There is too much 
competition in the world and not 
enough collaboration.”

Many have suggestions 
on ways to decrease the amount of 
plagiarism at WHS.

“Higher consequences, 

There are many reasons why students plagiarize, including stress 
and peer pressure.  PHOTO CREDIT / valiantspirit.com

giving students more time for 
bigger assignments, and especially 
encouraged communication 
between teachers and students” 
are all ways that could allow for 
more academic integrity at WHS, 
said junior Athina Kalemos.

However, students often 
feel that peer pressure influences 
their decisions concerning 
plagiarism. 

“I feel awkward saying 
no when a friend asks if they can 
copy my work, so I usually let 
them,” one student said.

Some students disagree, 
saying that stress and peer pressure 
alone should not spur students to 
cheat.

“Plagiarism is against 
school rules and is also one of my 
biggest pet peeves. I work hard to 
get good grades, and I feel that I 
deserve them. When anyone asks 
me if they can copy my homework 
or look at my paper, I say no 
and I feel good about it,” said a 
sophomore.

These statistics and 
contrasting viewpoints should 
give everyone at WHS, including 
students of all grades, teachers and 
administrators, something to think 
about in terms of the growing 
issue of plagiarism at WHS.

Mikey Bullister
STAFF WRITER

President Obama wins Nobel Peace Prize for 2009

 A range of reactions, from 
incredulous and angry to surprised but 
supportive responses have followed the 
Nobel Foundation’s controversial decision 
on Oct. 9 to award President Barack 
Obama the prestigious Nobel Peace Prize 
for 2009.

Many seem mildly surprised by 
the decision because there has not been 
much news concerning a major success of 
Obama’s presidential decisions.
 “I haven’t heard anything that 
seemed really prize-worthy to me, so I 
was kind of surprised,” said senior Cailin 
McCormack.
 In a statement released by 
the Nobel Prize Foundation, Barack 
Obama was awarded the prize “for 
his extraordinary efforts to strengthen 
international diplomacy and cooperation 
between peoples,” specifically referring 
to his “vision of and work for a world 
without nuclear weapons.”

The prize, awarded each year 
by a committee of five people elected by 
the Norwegian Parliament, has become 
prestigious due to the admirable public 
figures to whom it has been awarded.  

Past winners include Nelson Mandela for 
his work to end apartheid in South Africa, 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., for his 
movement against racial injustice in 
the United States, and Mother Teresa 
for her work helping the impoverished 
in India.  Some question whether 
Obama, who is at the beginning of his 
career, really belongs in this group of 
incredibly influential individuals.

As the Nobel Foundation 
is a Norwegian establishment, many 
believe that it is important to consider 
the award from a European perspective.

“People in other nations really 
disliked the Bush administration’s 
unilateralism.  They feel that Obama is 
trying to engage with other countries,” 
said history teacher Don Benson.

Supporters of Obama believe 
that the award signifies his ability 
to quickly change the America’s 
reputation from one that is difficult to 
work with to one that is more open-
minded, agreeable, and diplomatic.

“[European countries are] 
trying to signal their approval of this 
dramatic change in foreign policy,” said 
English teacher and department head Kate 
Lemons.  “Has he accomplished enough?  
Well, for me that’s not the issue.  They made 

their decision less on accomplishment, more 
on vision.”

Supporters, like Lemons, say 
that Obama has shown this difference in 
vision by reconsidering old ideas that were 
abandoned over the last eight years. 

“There were many international 

treaties that were put on hold during the 
Bush administration: treaties on global 
warming, treaties on nuclear weapons.   
[European countries are] signaling his 
willingness to engage in those accords,” 
Lemons said.  “Many Americans don’t 
understand just how distanced Europe 
felt from the U.S. during the Bush 
administration.  The award is indicative 
of how much they feel things have 
changed under Obama.”

Others still believe that this 
change of power is not enough to justify 
the award.

“I do feel he has fostered a 
greater spirit of cooperation, but I don’t 
think that’s enough to win the Nobel 
Peace Prize,” Benson said. 
 Some students seem to agree 
that the prize was not fully justified.

“It should be something more 
tangible, not just not being George 
Bush,” said senior Andrew Fixler.

Thorbjørn Jagland, chairman 
of the Nobel Peace Prize committee, 
said in an interview with the New York 
Times, “the question we have to ask is 
who has done the most in the previous 
year to enhance peace in the world […] 
And who has done more than Barack 
Obama?”

People continue to question whether Obama        
deserved to win the Nobel Prize. 
  PHOTO CREDIT / timeinc.net
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            What if you were in Starbucks, in 
a hurry to get to school, and a man in a 
business suit ordered a Double Ristretto 
venti half-soy nonfat decaf organic 
chocolate brownie iced vanilla double-shot 
gingerbread frappuccino, extra hot with 
foam, whipped cream upside down double 
blended, one Sweet’N Low, NutraSweet 
extra caramel and whipped cream, 
Raspberry Macchiato with mint, and a 
squirt of eggnog to go? 
 This is not only something 
that can be ordered in Starbucks, but 
also evidence of the coffee craze that is 
going on in this country. Statistics show 
that coffee is the most popular beverage 
worldwide with over 400 billion cups 
consumed each year; a trend in which 
students are increasingly participating.
 “I see them [Starbucks’ 
customers] lining up in the morning, 
clutching the brew like a security blanket. 
They literally need the stuff to get through 
the day,” said Daniel Gross in an article 
titled “Starbucks vs. Its Addicts” on Slate.
com.
 But it is not only in the morning 
that coffee is being consumed by youth.
 “I can’t say that the majority of 
caffeine drinking comes from kids, but 
I do see a good amount of teens come 
in throughout the day to get a drink 
from here,” said a Wellesley Starbucks 
employee.

            About ten years ago, there were 
very few students at Weston High School 
who chose a cup of coffee or tea in the 
morning before first block. Now, a much 
greater number of students grab a cup or 
two on a regular basis to get through their 
morning.
 This is not a problem unless 
a student needs a cup of coffee to get 
through his or her day. 
 “A cup of 
coffee or hot chocolate 
is fine in the morning, 
but if a student starts 
to depend on it for 
studying, that’s when 
I think it becomes a 
problem that needs 
to be addressed,” 
said cooking teacher 
Margaret Irwin.
 The number 
of students drinking 
coffee has clearly 
increased to the extent 
that the students are 
drinking as much or 
more than the adults 
in the building. 

“More 
students in the 
morning get coffee 
than faculty and staff 
members. I think it’s a 
shame that kids need to get a cup of coffee 
to wake them up in the morning,” said 
kitchen manager Kim Concannon.
 While it may keep students up for 

first block, there are some disadvantages 
to obsessive coffee drinking.
            “Anything people do on a daily 
basis may be a problem. The younger you 
are, the worse it is because your brain is 
still developing,” said math teacher Dan 
Gabriner. “I can have some [coffee] on the 
weekends or when I go out to dinner and 
I love getting cappuccinos in the North 
End but I don’t see it as an everyday 

experience.”
            Most students believe that if they 
can just get one cup of coffee before 
class, it will allow them to “wake up” and 
make them more focused on their work. 

However, there is little truth to this belief.
            “Caffeine seems to restore 
the speed of your behavior, but not 
the accuracy,” said Mark Filmore, 
a psychologist at the University of 
Kentucky on WebMD.com.
 There are other negatives effects 
as well.
 “A recent survey of scientific 
literature by psychiatrists Roland Griffiths 
of John Hopkins and Laura Juliano of 
American University found that people 
who have a one-cup-a-day habit, can 
become addicted,” according to Gross.
 Many know and understand that 
coffee can become a habit and choose not 
to drink it, but still search to find other 
ways to stay awake.
 “I don’t drink coffee because if I 
start, I’ll get hooked. I drink Red Bull if I 
stay up late and need something to wake 
me up,” said senior Iliyan Vlasakov. 
 So, before you start to think 
about taking up coffee in order to get 
through first period, remember a few 
things.
 “It gives you bad breath, makes 
your teeth yellow, and allows people to 
become extremely addicted to it,” said 
sophomore Samantha Gosman.
 After all, the last thing you 
want to happen to you is to become the 
man that is able to make an obscenely 
complicated order.  If you can do that, 
you are not only addicted and high 
maintenance, you are also a product of 
the coffee craze.

Liza Kidnova
STAFF WRITER

Dan Wu
STAFF WRITER

Coffee craze takes students by storm

Terrorism threat on the back burner, but still serious 

Starbuck’s new instant coffee, “Via”.         PHOTO/Coffeesbar.com

It has been over eight years now 
since terrorism first came to the forefront 
of important issues in American society. 
While unlike other issues, this topic 
has not faded away from the American 
consciousness with time because of 
repeated headlines-grabbing cases, most 
Weston High School students do not let 
the fear of terrorist attacks affect their 
daily routines.

“I’m a bit more aware of when 
I’m out in public now rather than actually 
being afraid of another terrorist attack,” 
said sophomore Charlotte Walmsley.

A recent case of averted terrorism 
involved the alleged Denver terrorist 
Najibullah Zazi, who is accused of 
attempting to improvise a bomb using 
ingredients from nail polish remover. He 
drove across the United States to New 
York and is believed to have exchanged 
bomb-related materials with his friends. 
A search of his car and laptop provided 
enough incriminating evidence to prompt 
authorities to arrest him after he flew 
back to Denver. Although Zazi has not yet 
been convicted, US General Attorney Eric 
Holder called the case the most dangerous 
threat to the nation since September 11, 
2001.

“This plot was very serious, and 
had it not been disrupted, it could have 
resulted in the loss of American lives,” 
said Holder, according to Time.com.

Yet, this is the exact reason 
why some students remained relatively 
unconcerned.

“This shows how good the 
defense and the security is in the US,” 
said senior Tu Bui. “If we can stop such a 
major threat, I don’t need to worry.”

With the country’s extensive 

involvement in the Middle East and 
President Obama at a crossroad over 
whether to further increase the number 
of troops in Afghanistan, tensions remain 
and can escalate quickly however. In fact, 
New York City officials already claim it 
is the target of numerous threats every 
day. The potential that those threats might 
change to actions could grow especially 
if Obama decides to send more soldiers 
to Afghanistan, where anti-American 
sentiment from the Taliban and al Qaeda 
run high. After all, everyone remembers 
the last incident in New York.

“I was there when the twin towers 
went down and it’s an experience I don’t 
want anyone to go through again,” said 
senior Josh Varghese.
 Perhaps members of al Qaeda, 
a global network of Islamist terrorists 
calling for a worldwide jihad, or “warfare 
against injustice,” are already trying to 
make it happen. It was recently revealed 
that Zazi was not just a crazy man working 

alone, but allegedly had ties to the top of al 
Qaeda, Osama Bin Laden. 

Even more recently in a much 
more local matter, a man living in Sudbury, 
Massachusetts was arrested on charges of 
planning to shoot and kill innocent people 
at shopping malls, and is believed to have 
conspired with others to kill prominent US 
politicians.
 “You always hear about these 
cases but I’m shocked it’s so close to 
home,” said sophomore David Freeman 
“I’m still not that concerned though 
because it’s probably an isolated incident.”

Law enforcement officials suspect 
that the man has connections to al Qaeda 
though, which implies that the organization 
remains alive and well, despite all the 
efforts the US has put into destroying 
it. For better or worse, however, lack of 

Najibullah Zazi being taken away by FBI agents
                PHOTO/thehindu.com

successful attacks has made it difficult for 
students to find evidence that al Qaeda is 
still a threat.
 “I’m still nervous at security in 
the airport, but that’s pretty much it,” said 
senior Lindsay Jarrett.
 Despite this sentiment, terrorism 
still does remain on the backburner of 
people’s minds.

“I still consider it a threat but not 
enough to have it warrant my everyday 
attention,” said freshman Ian Delaney.

Whether this can be attributed 
to the extremely competent security 
throughout the nation or something else, 
students should realize that although the 
matter is not as immediate as it used to be, 
the threat of terrorism is not something 
that should be soon forgotten. 
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New JOL laws seem to have little impact on teen drivers

Get out of Weston and go to town

  In 2007, several Junior 
Operator License (JOL) laws 
were passed in Massachusetts to 
implement stricter penalties on 
reckless underage drivers. These 
laws have been in effect now 
for a little over two years, but 
they have done little to change 
the ways in which kids drive.

With the new JOL 
laws that are in place, if a junior 
operator, which is any driver under 
the age of 18, gets pulled over in 
Massachusetts for committing a 
moving violation, such as speeding 
or running a red light, he/she 
could potentially face serious 
repercussions. The potential 
punishment for a moving violation 
if one are a JOL involves having 
his/her license revoked for 90 
days, having to attend a driver’s 
re-education program, and paying 
a $500 reinstatement fee on top of 
the original fine stated on the ticket.

Although these 
punishments may seem severe, 
according to many students they 
are doing very little to change 
kids’ driving habits. 

“It doesn’t matter what 
the speed limit is, I do not think 
the JOL laws make a difference; 
kids drive the way they want” 
said senior Zach Feldman.

Along with Feldman, 
senior Ethan Warman also feels the 

laws are ineffective. After losing 
his license in early October due to 
a speeding violation, Warman said 
that the JOL laws did 
nothing to change the 
way he feels about 
the speed limits.

 “I’d speed 
again. My parents 
talked to me about 
speed limits and stuff, 
but I just want to go 
fast,” Warman said. 

A l t h o u g h 
Warman was not 
happy about the 
$500 re-instatement 
fee he was forced 
to pay, money did 
not seem to be his 
biggest concern. He 
was more upset about 
his three-month 
license suspension. 
He also feels that 
kids do not take 
the laws seriously 
because they know 
how easy it is to get 
their punishments 
r e v o k e d . 

 “Losing 
my license didn’t 
teach me anything, 
except that next time 
I should go to court 
instead of just taking the full 90 
day suspension,” Warman said.

 Warman is not the only 
person at WHS who has learned 
about this loophole in the JOL 

laws. Four students from 
Weston who have recently 
received tickets for moving 

violations brought their cases 
to court and all of the students 
got their 90 day suspensions 
reduced to a mere 10 day 
license suspension or less.

“I know of at least 
four guys in my grade who 
have gotten speeding tickets… 

and at least two 
of them got their 
p u n i s h m e n t s 
m i n i m i z e d , ” 
said junior 
Stephanie Chui.

 Because 
so many students 
in Weston have 
gotten away 
with speeding 
violations, other 
students feel that 
if they were to 
ever get caught 
speeding, they 
too could go to 
court and have 
their sentence 
m i n i m i z e d .

 “I think 
when kids know 
that their friend 
got away with 
something, they 
think they can 
get away with it 
too,” said senior 
Kara Hedges.

 This 
i n v i n c i b l e 
mentality that 
is beginning to 

spread throughout the high 
school is potentially dangerous 
to junior operators because 
they are displaying complete 
disregard for the driving laws 

put in place for their safety. 
Students seem to be forgetting 
that the laws are not there purely 
to hinder them. Rather, they 
are there to make sure people 
drive carefully on the roads.  

If Massachusetts is 
serious about stopping reckless 
underage driving there needs to be 
changes made to the current laws. 
Whether it is giving incentives to 
law-abiding drivers, or making it 
so junior operations cannot repeal 
their tickets unless they have 
proof that they did not actually 
break the law, Massachusetts 
need a new approach to 
keeping kids safe on the roads. 

“To be honest, I’m pretty 
sure I’d continue to speed unless 
there’s a cop on every corner of 
every street… but I don’t know, 
maybe if they came up with a 
really good incentive to not speed 
I’d stop,” said senior Katie Graves. 

 Whether it is due to the 
fact that students know they can 
get their suspensions revoked, or 
because they just have a general 
disregard for the rules, the JOL 
laws in Massachusetts seem to 
be having little effect on the 
way students at WHS drive. 

A common refrain of many students at Weston 
High School is that “Weston is boring.”

 “There is nothing to do, nowhere to go and 
nothing ever happens,” said freshman Jacqueline Mone

 Getting anywhere is seemingly difficult, 
especially for those who do not have their licenses. What 
most people do not realize, however, is that it is easy it 
is to get into Boston, and once you are there, there is no 
short supply of things to do. 
 Making the trip into Boston may seem daunting 
at first. If you have your license, you 
have to worry about parking in the city, 
a very difficult, and possibly expensive 
task. If do not have your license, you 
have to worry about relying on someone 
to drive you into the city, and it is often 
difficult to find someone willing to do 
that. Many people fail to consider taking 
the T, which is much more convenient 
and inexpensive than either of the 
former choices. 
 “It’s really easy to take the T 
into Boston once you get the hang of it,” 
said junior Athina Kalemos. “It’s also 
really easy to find a station near where 
you want to go.”
 Riverside T Station, about 
four miles away from the high school, 
provides direct access into Boston, and 
fares are only two dollars into town. 
From Riverside, you can take the T to 
any part of the city you desire.  
 There are several destinations 
in Boston that are well worth the 
two dollars. If you are interested 
in shopping, you can get off the Green Line at Hynes 
Convention Center Station. This station is located less 
than a block away from Newbury Street where you can 

find almost anything you need. There are many shopping 
opportunities, from expensive boutiques and stores like 
Marc Jacobs, to consignment shops like Second Time 
Around. 

There are also many places to stop and eat along 
the way. If you are looking for a great place to eat lunch, 
try Trident Booksellers and Café. It is a fun little place 
that serves food and, as evidenced by the name, as a place 
where you can look for something new to read. Both the 
Classic Caesar Salad and the Caprese Salad are delicious.
 Need more diversity in your shopping 
experience? There is always something going on in 
the Quincy Market and Faneuil Hall area. Faneuil Hall 
is known for its great variety of food. More than 17 

restaurants 
and 40 
eateries 
have made 
the Quincy 
Market 
Colonnade 
and Faneuil 
Hall a Mecca 
of food 
options. Take 
your food 
outside and 
enjoy a street 
performer 
while you 
eat. There 
are more 
than 30 street 
performers 
who regularly 
appear in 
Faneuil Hall, 
and each one 
of them is 

bound to entertain you. Just make sure to throw them a 
dollar before you leave. Entertainers include everything 
from contortionists to jugglers. 

If you are there on a Saturday, stop by the 
farmers market in Haymarket Square for some great 
fresh produce. There is nothing better than fresh fruits 
and vegetables. It’s a great environment, with lots of 
color and character, and by the end of the day you can 
get some really great deals.  The easiest way to get to 
Faneuil Hall is to take the Green Line to Government 
Center Station and walk there. 
 If you would rather do something more 
intellectual, the New England Aquarium and The 
Museum of Science are both easy to get to. If you are 
not a member of either, check out the Weston Public 
Library website, where you can get discount passes to 
several museums in Boston with your library card. Just 
make sure to book the passes in advance, or they may 
not be available when you want them. 

The Green Line can take you to the Museum 
of Science if you get off at Science Park Station. It is 
a little bit of a walk, but well worth it. Getting to the 
Aquarium is a little more difficult. Start by taking the 
green line to Government Center Station, and from there 
you can either walk down State Street to the Aquarium 
or you can transfer to the Blue Line and ride it to 
Aquarium Station.  
 Have your own ideas, but not quite sure what 
to do with them? If you type in the address of where 
you want to go into Google maps, you can look for train 
stations closest to your destination. The Massachusetts 
Bay Transit Authority (MBTA) website offers really 
useful tools, like Trip Planner. You can enter the start 
and end destination of where you want to go, and it will 
tell you what line to ride to get there, where to get off 
and how much it will cost. 
 Boston is a great, safe city, and is very close to 
Weston. Our little town may be boring, but its proximity 
to Boston gives us all the more reason to get out of 
Weston and head into the city. It is easy, cheap, fun and 
full of exciting opportunities. Do not just sit at home and 
complain about how bored you are.  Get up and get into 
Boston and try something new. 

The T, the logo of Boston’s public transportation system.
                   PHOTO/boston.com

A policeman giving a student driver  a ticket.
             PHOTO/automatedtransport.com
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The high school experience is 
all about trying new things and gaining 
new skills. Four young men, sophomore 
Sarpong Adu-Gyanfi, junior Danny Lee, and  
freshmen Alexis Mundo and Scott Mooney, 
have been doing just this by practicing with 
the traditionally all-girls dance team. Over 
the past couple of weeks, the four skilled 
dancers have been teaching the girls their 
own style of “tutting,” “B-boying,” “jerking” 
and many more as well as learning the 
distinct styles of the talented and award-
winning dance troupe. The problem that 
the team now faces is for the boys to feel 
support in performing with the group in front 
of the school. They are unsure how their 
fellow students will react to the uncharted 
territory of boys on the WHS dance team.

Even though the members of 
the dance team realize how talented their 
new male members are, there are still some 
skeptics throughout the school.

“I think they will enhance the 
dance team and that is cool, but I hope that 
they aren’t coming out wearing ‘Solows’ 
and booty shaking,” said senior Derek 
Kachadurian.

Most students are concerned 
whether or not the boys will be good, or if 
the dance team will benefit having them on 
the team.

“I think it is fine,[but] it all 
depends if they are good or not,” said senior 
Iliyan Vlasakov “If they are good I will gain 

mad respect for them, but if they are bad, I 
don’t know what I will do.”

With the new members of 
the squad, the girls on the dance team 
will learn different techniques from the 
boys that they have never seen before. 
Lee, a master of “b-boying,” is bringing 
his rough urban street style to the team. 
B-boying is a form of break dancing 
that will bolster the hip-
hop aspect of the dance 
team. This dance style 
incorporates strong 
acrobatics and athletic 
movements that are very 
difficult for the typical 
untrained dancer to 
master.

Adu-Gyanfi is 
bringing the complicated 
skill of “tutting” to the 
team this year. Tutting 
is a modern dance style 
that uses the body to 
form right angles. These 
angles are created with 
the bending of wrist 
and elbows, and for 
the advanced dancers even fingers are 
used. The style of tutting is hard to learn 
because of all the fast paced, intricate 
movements, but once mastered it greatly 
raises the respectability of a dancer among 
fellow dancers and other people who 
appreciate the art form. This will reinforce 
the strength of this years dance team.

Mundo is bringing in one 
of the most popular dances today, the 

“Jerk.” The jerk dance, created in the Bay 
area of California, is a series of backwards 
skip-like movements, as well as dips and 
the infamous pin-drops. Pin-drops are a 
complicated dance move where the dancer 
falls on one knee and then spins around to 
get back up.  It is much more difficult than 
it sounds. This brings a sense of modern 
dance culture to the team.

Mooney is a guru of freezing 
and the popular West Coast dance called 
“C-walking.” Freezing is a dance style that 
is a mixture of “tutting” and “b-boying,” 
that incorporates a fluid-like motion 
followed by an abrupt stop, hence the name 
“Freeze.” “C-walking,” also known as 
the “crip walk,” originated in California 
during the early 2000’s and is a  side-to-
side movement of the feet, while the rest 

Breaking it down with the new boys
Ryan Birch
STAFF WRITER

of the body is moving forward.  These 
dances help add even more to the 
hip-hop persona of the dance team. 
The members of the dance team look 
forward to the potential this year’s 
team.

“I am so excited that we 
have boys on the team now,” said one 
of the senior dance team captains, 
Alisha Teplow. “I am so excited to teach 
them new dances and most of all, I am 
excited to learn new dance styles from 
them. They have so much potential. 
Watch out for the next performance!” 

By having these new kids 
on the dance team, there is a lot of hope 
for them that the team has never had 
before. They have more diversity and 
therefore more opportunities for the 
team to enter more competitions.  

 “To my knowledge I don’t 
think, guys have ever been on the dance 
team before. It is a great thing. It really 
supports our vision of diversity for the 
team,” said junior Stephanie Moreno. 
“And these guys are really talented. The 
team has a lot of potential this year.”

With a whole school year 
full of assemblies left, the dance team 
members hope that the students, faculty 
and other members of the school 
community support the new look 
of the dance team. One of the great 
opportunities the high school affords is 
the opportunity to experiment. These 
young men are doing just that and 
deserve praise for their efforts to go 
beyond the traditional. 

Boys breaking it down in the black box         
                 PHOTO / Meredith Braunstein

“I believe ‘Avatar’ will be to 3D what ‘The 
Wizard of Oz’ was to color. It was a seminal moment [in 
cinematic history]. If you go back and look, not only did 
‘The Wizard of Oz’ use 
color, it used it in such an 
exciting and compelling 
way that’s where the 
floodgates opened,” 
said Dreamworks CEO, 
Jeffrey Katzenberg in the 
entertainment magazine 
“Variety.”

Not to be 
confused with “Avatar: 
The Last Airbender” on 
Nickelodeon, “Avatar” 
is James Cameron’s 
latest epic since his 
last creation, “Titanic,” 
which became the 
highest grossing movie 
of all-time and earned 
11 Academy Awards.  
Cameron was also the 
director behind classics 
such as “Terminator” and 
“Aliens.”

“Avatar” is 
a movie which cost 
close to $200 million to 
produce and “takes us to 
a spectacular new world 
beyond our imagination.  
On the distant moon 
Pandora, a reluctant hero 
embarks on a journey of 
redemption and discovery as he leads a heroic battle to 
save a civilization,” according to the movie’s official 
website.

The film’s protagonist, Jake Sully, is a paraplegic 
former Marine who works as a part of the “Avatar program.” 
This program affords him the opportunity to undergo an 
operation to become a Na’vi, Pandora’s native species, and 
therefore walk again.  Sully, however, soon becomes caught 
in a conflict between human and Na’vi forces in a battle over 
Pandora’s valuable natural resources, and must choose a side 

in the war.  
The blue-skinned 

Na’vi “represent something 
that is our higher selves, or 
our aspirational selves, what 
we would like to think we 
are,” said 
Cameron at 
Comic Con 
2009, one 
of the main 
conventions 
concerning 
pop culture 
science 
fiction.  “The 
humans in 
the film, 
even though 
there are 
some good ones salted in, 
represent what we know to be 
the parts of ourselves that are 
trashing our world and maybe 
condemning ourselves to a grim 
future.”

Cameron wrote the 
script to this film early in the 
1990s.  It has taken a very 
long time for his vision to 
be realized due to technical 
restraints. Cameron created 
a new generation of movie 

technology to help make “Avatar,” including a “virtual 
camera” that places live actors into the computer-generated 
world of Pandora.  Another invention was the “stereoscopic 

camera,” which films the movie in the same way a 
human eye perceives depth, creating a whole new 
layer of realism. 

Unlike previous 3D movies where one 
object might be “flying” at the audience, the whole 
screen will appear in different depths—almost like 
the viewer is peering through a window on the world 
Cameron has devised.

In addition, many have complained that 
past 3D movies have simply been a gimmick, 
lacking any kind of substantive improvements in 
storytelling or actual enjoyment of the film.  For 
example the 2009 movie “Monsters vs. Aliens,” 

faced criticism 
for its lack of 
interesting plot.  
Bob Mondello 
of NPR, and 
a top film 
critic, said the 
directors “push 
so hard for three-
dimensionality 
— and they’re 
so reliant on 
it — that they 
basically have 

their animators putting sightlines before storylines; 
they set up practically every scene so that something 
in it can be sent careening at your head.”

Cameron hopes to create an immersive, 
original storyline with which the audience can 
connect.  “With the new tools, we can create a 
humanoid character that is anything we imagine it to 
be--beautiful, elegant, graceful, powerful, evocative 
of us, but still with an emotional connection,” said 
Cameron in “The New York Times”.

“Avatar” will be arriving in theatres and 
IMAX on December 18.  Even with all of the hype, 
it appears that the movie will in fact revolutionize 
how moviegoers view 3D cinema.

“Avatar” aims to revolutionize cinema
Grant Gilbard

STAFF WRITER

Character from the movie “Avatar” 
           PHOTO / FilmOFilia.com
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 Pregnancy, attempted suicide, 
and love triangles.  Despite what one 
might think, this is not an episode of 
“Gossip Girl.” Instead, they are all plot 
lines in Weston High Theater Company’s 
production of “The Good Woman of 
Setzuan.”

John Minigan, drama and 
English teacher and director of the fall 
play, chose this play for its message about 
how to balance one’s own needs while 
still helping others. Minigan also chose 
this play because Bertolt Brecht, the 
playwright, is unfamiliar to students even 
though he is considered by Minigan to be, 
“one of the most influential playwrights 
of the nineteenth century.”
 “I like what this play says,” 
Minigan said. “It’s about how to do 
good for others while doing good things 
for yourself. [Also] now students can 
encounter Brecht’s work.” 

Actors are taking pleasure in 
telling the audience a story through 
comedy as well as a leaving the audience 
with something to ponder.
 “[The audience] gets the 
message of what goodness is as well as 
balancing self-worth and being kind,” 
said junior Peter Birren.

The play centers on a kind-
hearted Chinese prostitute named Shen 
Te who inherits a tobacco shop from three 
gods. She anticipates success, but her 
kindness gets in the way as she lets too 
many people get away with not paying 
for the products. In order 
not to lose her shop, 
Shen Te invents a male 
cousin named Shui Ta 
who enforces the rules. 
She dresses up as the 
fictional cousin when 
she feels it is necessary 
to take control of the 
shop, causing her family 
and friends to meet 
both identities without 
realizing they are the 
same person. Shen 
Te’s situation is further 
complicated when she 
falls in love with a pilot 
named Yang Sun, and 
must hide the fact that 
she is acting as her 
“cousin,” whom the pilot meets as well. 
Shen Te finds herself in a love triangle 
when a wealthy barber takes an interest in 
her too.

The cast members are enjoying 
the surprises found throughout the 
script and the opportunity to act out the 
unpredictability of the plot.

 “It’s a new experience,” said junior 
Laurel Kulow. “I thought the plot had an 
interesting twist that’s not in other plays. The 
style of the show is so different from other 
ones I’ve been in, in terms of set design and 
issues like poverty.”

Brecht, unlike most playwrights, 
wanted the audience to know they were 
watching a production rather than trying to 
transport them to a different place in time. 
 “Brecht never hides that this is a play, 
so you see creative elements of theater not 
found in many other shows,” said cast member 
and senior Gabe Nelson. “It’s a cross between 
fantasy and reality.”

A “Good Woman” is not hard to find at WHS
Meredith Braunstein

STAFF WRITER

 Minigan has plans of how to 
convey this message and how to add 
Weston High’s own creative twists to 
the traditional play.
  “We are making the show 
both relatable and puzzling by 
[modernizing] some characters,” said 
Minigan. “The gods are modern people 
that you might find in Weston, but some 
other characters are people you would 
run into in China during the time period 
of the American depression.”
 Performers are looking 
forward to getting the audience 
interested in the messages and morals in 
“The Good Woman of Setzuan.” 

“This show will make you 
laugh, cry, and think about [societal] 
problems that have yet to be solved,” 
said freshman Jessica Ober.
 The play runs on November 
19, 20, and 21 at 7:30 pm in the WHS 
auditorium. Tickets are free for faculty, 
and opening night will be free for 
students as well. Tickets cost $10 for 
general admission and $5 for students 
and seniors.
 So, if students find themselves 
sitting at home, flipping through 
the channels in an attempt to find 
something that will make them feel 
something, they should turn off that TV 
and take a seat at this fall’s production 
of “The Good Woman of Setzuan.”

Students rehearsing before the big night
    PHOTO / Meredith Braunstein

Monsters and meatballs hit the big screen
Jake Waxman

STAFF WRITER

For some, children’s books are timeless 
classics that do more than just tell a story; they impart 
a sense of wonder and magic on young readers.  For 
others, children’s books represent a new money stream 
in the form of movie adaptations.  
 “The mainstream movie industry is not driven 
by creativity or artistic integrity,” said producer James 
Searles in an interview.  “It is controlled and directed 
only by the profit motive.”
 Hollywood studios see children’s books as an 
easy path to more money.  Children, and their paying 
parents, will often flock to theaters to see the screen 
adaptation of their favorite bedtime story, good or bad, 
and studios are eager for them to do so.  
 “The reason these trends are so attractive 
to movie execs is 
twofold.  The source 
material is already 
there and it already 
has an audience.  
Finding an audience 
to get behind it is 
half the job of the 
studio,” Searles said.  
 The idea of 
turning children’s 
books into movies 
is nothing new, 
but the trend has 
recently stirred 
up more talk with 
the release of two 
new books-turned-
movies, “Where the 
Wild Things Are,” 
directed by Spike 
Jonze, and “Cloudy 
With a Chance of 
Meatballs,” directed by Phil Lord and Christopher 
Miller. 

While some may look forward to the silver 
screen versions, many students at Weston High School 
are not happy about the apparent commercializing 

of their childhood favorites.  Both “Where the Wild Things 
Are” and “Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs” are movie 
adaptations of classic children’s books and being marketed to 
more or less the same audience, but they so far have had very 
different reviews.

“Making the movie as close to the book as possible 
would have made the movie better, but instead they changed 
[“Cloudy With a Chance of 
Meatballs”], and it wasn’t so good,” 
said junior Sarah Keane.  “It’s 
supposed to be a kid’s book, but 
changing the story got rid of the 
original message.”

While some students 
voiced concern over changing 
“Cloudy With a Chance of 
Meatballs,” others praised “Where 
the Wild Things Are” for staying 
true to the book.

“I think that keeping 
much of the original story 
[in “Where the Wild Things 
Are”], even some of the 
nightmarish elements, helped 
make it a good send-up,” said 
senior Kiri Endicott.   

 “Where the Wild 
Things Are” has been praised 
by moviegoers of all ages for 
capturing the original spirit of the book; that imagination 
can provide an escape.  This is accomplished despite 
a few changes to the story, including giving Max, the 
main character, a sister, and making him appear nine 
years old, as opposed to six.   

“The book [‘Where the Wild Things Are’] itself 
is something like 12 sentences long, so obviously there 
was a lot of new material necessary,” said senior Nick 
Hugon.  “What was important is that you got a similar 
message by the end of the movie as you did at the end of 
the book.” 

What appears to be the most satisfying 
adaptation is one that makes necessary changes to a story such 
as details or characters in order to streamline the story into 
movie-format or visualize something that had been spoken in 
the book.  It is important to leave the overall structure and plot 
intact, so that the original theme and message of the book is 

preserved. 
“Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs” has 

not fared well because of critics’ complaints that its 
movie creators altered too much of the original plot and 
message, relying on visual effects to keep audiences 
entertained more than anything else.

“[The studios] try to make it adaptive to 
Hollywood so it will sell,” said freshman 
Andrew Ramsey.  

While it is often true of many 
movies, “Cloudy With a Chance of 
Meatballs” has been especially targeted 
for being a purely Hollywood creation.  
“Where the Wild Things Are,” on the 
other hand, can claim some sort of 
artistic or emotional message as part of 
its appeal.  

“When they put it into animated 
form it only appeals to children, but if 
you take a kid’s book and make it more 
artistically interesting it appeals to a 
lot more people” said sophomore Jared 
Fong.

There appears to be a very fine 
line between a poorly made take-off 
and a brilliant film version, determined 
mostly by what studios decide to change 
and what they decide to keep.  For 
instance, “The Chronicles of Narnia” was 

a very popular movie adaptation because its creators 
preserved as much of the original message and story as 
they could, while “The Cat in the Hat” was panned as a 
poorly made takeoff because it failed to preserve many 
important aspects from the original book.   

 For those interested in seeing more of their 
favorite childhood stories turned into movies, or 
grimacing at the thought, “Alice in Wonderland” and 
“Fantastic Mr. Fox” are two more children’s books 
turned into movies slated for release later this year. 

 “Remaking a film just for the sake of it 
does take away from the original, especially in cases 
where the new version is poorly created,” said Searles.  
“However, a great number of classic stories could use 
an update to modern film standards and sometimes 
a fresh look from a new generation can be great for 
raising awareness of the original classics.”
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 Although classes at 
Weston High School may feel 
like they last for an eternity, 
somehow when the bell rings it 
seems that many students still 
have unanswered questions.  
WHS is addressing this issue 
with the creation of The 
Enrichment Center, a place where 
all students can get help for both 
specific problems and for general 
questions.
 Located in the old faculty 
dining area of the cafeteria, 
the center will be supervised 
by Robert Borkow.  Borkow, a 
former teacher and principal at 
Maimonides School in Brookline, 
will be coordinating the activities 
in the center and directly helping 
students.  He contributed to the 
creation of the new center along 
with Principal Anthony Parker, 
English teacher Lisa Alcock, and 
science teacher Gita Foster, who 
believe that students need another 
resource to help them achieve 
greater scholastic success.
 “The main idea behind 
the center is that everyone needs 
some academic help or enrichment 
during their four years of high 
school,” said Borkow.  “I know 
kids walked out of my classroom 
not understanding everything 
[when I was a teacher].  We want 
these people to have someone 
to turn to that can help get 
assignments done.”
 Alcock and Foster were 
the first to suggest the idea of 
a study center after working 

on the 504 Team, which reviews 
requests from students, teachers, and 
parents to help particular students 
with disabilities better access their 
education.  They proposed the 
formation of a regular education 
academic center, believing that all 
students could benefit from a place 
to get extra help.

“The center won’t just 
be a place for students struggling 
academically, but it will also be a 

place that top students can use to 
do even better,” said Alcock.  “We 
visited the high schools in Wayland 
and Ashland to see what their study 
centers looked like and talked to 
teachers to form a proposal.  After 
the district received some stimulus 
money, the high school was able to 
go ahead with a revised plan and 
form the center.”
 In addition to giving 
students help on individual questions 
on homework assignments, the 
center is also designed to impart 
greater skills that can better equip 
the students for academic success in 

the future.
 “The Enrichment 
Center is envisioned to be a 
place where students can go to 
learn study skills, such as how to 
begin a project, how to break off 
manageable pieces, how to ask 
the right questions, and how to 
approach the material best.  All 
students could use this,” Parker 
said.
 By entering the center, 

students are not making a 
commitment to come back again 
and again, although they can if 
they choose.  
 “The help [given] can 
be short term or long term.  There 
is no appointment, and students 
can stay for ten minutes, twenty 
minutes, or however long it 
takes,” Borkow said.
 Besides Borkow, 
students can also find help from 
their peers in The Enrichment 
Center.  Students in the same 
class are encouraged to talk and 
work through problems together.  

Teachers can also recommend 
students to help out in the center, and 
National Honor Society members 
will be stationed there as well.  Many 
teachers are very supportive of this 
academic collaboration among 
fellow students. 
 “If you’re trying to absorb 
concepts you’re not familiar with, it 
helps to talk out the process,” said 
math teacher John Monz.  “In the 
initial phases of learning something, 
it is helpful to have other students 
and teachers to assist you.”
 Discussing information 
with others is not only helpful for 
math and science problems but 
is also beneficial for English and 
history classes.
 “The best learning takes 
place when students are working 
together and bouncing ideas off each 
other,” said history teacher Monny 
Cochran. “The Enrichment Center 
will be a good place to do that.”
 The idea of The Enrichment 
Center appeals to many students who 
think that it will be a helpful addition 
to the school.
 “If I had a project and 
needed to be vocal with my 
classmates I would use it,” said 
junior Tom Wells.  “The library is a 
quiet place to work, so the center can 
be a constructive environment for 
group work.”
 As students’ free periods 
and teachers’ free periods do not 
always line up, the center will also 
provide a place where a student can 
always find assistance.
 “It will be an easy way to 
get help, especially if a teacher isn’t 
available,” said sophomore Kristina 
Sievert.  “Also if someone needs 
extra help and is too shy to ask 

questions in class, the center will 
be a good place for them to go.”
 Although sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors are all greatly 
encouraged to go to the center, 
freshmen will be the primary 
focus at the beginning.
 “We’re focusing on 
ninth graders because they have 
the least [developed] study skills, 
and it’s easy to bring them in 
from study halls,” Borkow said.
 Some freshmen believe 
this could be helpful, as many 
traditional study halls are meant 
to be silent, but the center 
promotes discussion.
 “I’d use it because you 
can ask friends or adults questions 
if you are stuck on a problem, 
which would be really helpful 
for a subject like physics,” said 
freshman Bailey Bickford.
 The Enrichment Center 
officially opened on Nov. 9, the 
first day of second quarter.
 “The beginning of 
second quarter is a naturally 
starting point because people will 
find out if they’re doing well or if 
they need help once grades come 
out,” Borkow said.
 Overall, the 
administration and faculty are 
confident that the Enrichment 
Center will be helpful to all 
students, and that they will take 
advantage of it.
 “I think students will 
take part in [the center] and see 
that there is something for them to 
gain,” said Parker.  “My question 
is why wouldn’t students use this 
resource?  It is an opportunity to 
help you excel.” 

 Go on to a typical American 
student’s “Facebook” and it is very likely 
that one will see pictures of his or her 
Homecoming dance at other schools.  
Students are dancing, everyone is posing 
for pictures, and all around there are 
smiles.  They all look like they are having 
such a great time, and student’s think to 
themselves, why does WHS not have 
Homecoming?   

Homecoming is an all school event 
that usually includes a pep rally at a football 
game in the fall, a spirit week, and a dance.  
Homecoming is all about seniors, juniors, 
sophomores, and freshmen coming together 
to have an amazing time.  It is also commonly 
a way of welcoming new students, and a 
way of starting the new school year with a 
display of pride.  Many find the idea of a 
Homecoming appealing and wonder if WHS 
has ever had one.

“From what I know we have never 
had one.  I definitely think it would be a good 
idea though,” said secretary Diane Kaskon.  
“It would promote spirit and as long as it’s 
not competitive, which I think we would do 
fine with, it would be a great time.”
 Many students, agreeing with 
Kaskon, believe that Homecoming would 

be a very positive thing for the school, 
as it would bring everyone together for 
a great time.  Regardless of grade, the 
majority of our school strongly wants 
the chance to have one.  
 “It’s a really good idea to 
have a Homecoming 
and more dances.  So 
many of my friends at 
other schools have it 
and they love it.  It’s a 
good way of bringing 
people together,” said 
junior Erica Korff.  
Homecoming would not 
only unite the different 
grades at WHS, it would 
help our school in other 
ways.  

“We really 
need more school spirit.  Recently 
there has been barely any spirit, and a 
homecoming will really change that.  It 
would also be really fun,” said senior 
Katie Graves.  

Some think that it might be 
hard to convince people from different 
grades to come together, but that does 
not appear to be the case.  Students from 
all grades think it would be fun, and 
also would be a great way to engender 
cooperation between the various classes.

“I really want to meet people 
in the other grades and I think it would 
be so exciting,” said freshman Sydney 
Halloran.

Students feel Homecoming 
would not only help our school spirit and 

be a great time; it would also be a great 
back-to-school activity.  

“It’s a great bonding activity.  I 
think everyone will be really open to the 
idea and people will really connect,” said 
sophomore Julia Mello,  “Also, it would 
be a great first event for our entire school 
and it could be a great way of saying 
welcome back to returning students, and 
welcome to the new students.”

As the early days of school create 
a great deal of anxiety about grades and 
trying to fit in, Homecoming is thought to 

be an effective way to decrease the tension.
“”We all know how stressful the 

first month of school can be, especially for 
the freshmen, but Homecoming would really 
relieve the stress.  It would also be so fun, 
and most of my friends at other schools have 
it,” said sophomore Samantha Gosman.  

Many towns near Weston have 
Homecoming, so students often hear about it 
and wonder why other towns seem to enjoy 
Homecoming so much.

“I love homecoming!  All of the 
grades hang out and we all have a great time.  
It is a great way to get away from schoolwork 
and just have fun,” said Danielle Hutcher, 
sophomore at Dover-Sherborn High School.  

It is clear that students think it would 
benefit the school, so the question remains: 
“Why doesn’t WHS have homecoming?”  

“The school administration has 
never really thought about it or talked 
about it.   It’s not something we decided 
not to have,” said Principal Anthony Parker. 
“And it’s not that I don’t want dances. I just 
don’t see how dances are different than a 
homecoming.”

Homecoming, however, is not 
just a normal dance; it is a weekend of a 
dance, football game, and other festivities. 
Students now feel that it is time Weston had 
a Homecoming.

Enrichment center opens at WHS
Julia Bruce

STAFF WRITER

Students desire Homecoming
Halle O’Conor

STAFF WRITER

Two students work in the enrichment center with Robert Borkow. 
               PHOTO/Meredith Braunstein

Homecoming at a high school
                   PHOTO/ubaedu.edu
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Larry Davidson’s unexpected career path
Lauren Avery
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Thirty years ago Larry Davidson, a well-
educated and experienced linguist, suddenly applied 
for a job teaching high school mathematics. Now a 
veteran Weston High School math teacher of 13 years, 
Davidson’s smooth switch between two seemingly 
incompatible fields often surprises his students. Despite 
this, Davidson sees a great deal of similarities between 
linguistics and mathematics, and to this day he continues 
to pursue both subjects.

A linguist is a person who studies the origins 
and usage of ancient and modern languages. Davidson’s 
interest in linguistics has been longstanding, and he 
has studied the subject extensively. Although he took 
Latin for seven years and Ancient Greek for six years, 
Davidson’s linguistic background is mainly in studying 
small portions of many languages.

“When I was in seventh grade, we had a 
required course called General Language. For the first 
semester, we studied everything about English. [We 
learned about] how it had changed over time and the 
origins of words,” Davidson said. “The second semester 
was a brief introduction to Latin, French, and German. 
I thought it was really cool, and that’s how I got into 
languages in general, not specific languages.”

By studying multiple languages instead of 
focusing on a single language, Davidson was able to 
begin to identify trends and patterns between languages, 
a concept that played a major role in his interest in 
mathematics later on.

“I find patterns and I try to explain them, and 
then I come up with a general rule. Math and languages 
are very closely related in that regard,” Davidson said.

Over time, Davidson’s repertoire of languages 
expanded to include French, German, Middle Egyptian, 
and “bits and pieces” of Turkish, Mandarin, and Hebrew. 
However, even while studying linguistics, Davidson 
continued to harbor an interest in mathematics. The 
combination between linguistics and math allowed him 
to explore a career in the National Security Agency 
(NSA), although the extreme secrecy of these jobs was 
not very appealing to him.

“The NSA is the branch of the government that 
deals with cryptography, so they primarily hired people 
with backgrounds in both math and linguistics. It was 
the perfect combination,” Davidson said. “I was offered 

a job by them, and they told me when I would start and 
how much I would get paid, but they never told me what 
the job was. I asked them and they said they couldn’t tell 
me because it was classified, so I just thought that was 
too creepy.”

In 1969, after engaging in a series of jobs related 
to linguistics, Davidson suddenly decided to pursue his 
interest in math instead. In his mind, major events that 
were occurring in the United States at this time made 
teaching a desirable field.

“In 1969, the US was engaged in the war in 
Vietnam. All men between the ages of 18 and 35 could be 
drafted with a few exceptions, 
one of which was teachers. 
Since I liked math, I decided 
that I would try math teaching,” 
Davidson said.

To his current 
students, Davidson’s switch 
from linguistics to math 
appears to be a huge switch 
between two radically different 
fields.

“I think it was 
probably really difficult. 
Usually, math and science 
correlate, and English, history, and languages correlate, 
but languages and math seem like they are almost polar 
opposites,” said junior Jessie Campo, who had Davidson 
as a teacher last year.

Other students are pleased that he made this 
seemingly huge switch because it reflects his varying 
passions.

“I think it was a good decision for him to change 
because he’s a great math teacher, and he really enjoys 
it,” said sophomore Jared Fong, who is one of Davidson’s 
current students.

However, Davidson does not see such a polarity 
between the two fields. He believes that they are deeply 
interrelated.

“The fact that I moved from studying linguistics 
to teaching math sounds like a complete change of 
direction, not a natural evolution,” wrote Davidson on 
“Learning Strategies,” his personal blog. “It’s the rare 
person who sees cryptography as a connection or bridge 
between the two, or who understands that in some sense 
math is a language…or who can imagine that one can 
apply mathematics in any way to the study of language.”

Due to the similarities that Davidson sees 
between mathematics and linguistics, he is able to pursue 
both interests. Although he is a math teacher, he has 
also created and taught a linguistics course for fifth and 
sixth graders for several years. Known as “Labyrinth of 
Languages,” the course is intended to introduce children 
to many languages of the world and the links between 
them. The students learn parts of Spanish, Catalan, 
the Cyrillic alphabet, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, and 
Turkish, as well as the history of English.

“They get a few tidbits of each language and 
learn something about the similarities and differences, 

the relationships and mysteries. 
And they learn that language is 
really speech, and writing is only 
a representation,” wrote Davidson 
on his blog.

To his current and former 
students, Davidson’s ability to 
switch between two fields has 
given them a new perspective 
about choosing a career in the 
future.

“It lets me think that it’s 
not really too late to change what 
you are passionate about,” said 

junior Mir Bokhari, a former student of Davidson’s.
Others have learned from Davidson’s 

experience to pursue what makes them happiest, even if 
it changes along the way.

“I think it tells you that you may think you’re 
happy in one career but something might just click. 
You’ll know that you’re meant to do something totally 
different. Either way, you should follow your dreams,” 
Campo said.

Davidson’s switch between two fields has 
affected him as both a teacher and as a person, and it 
reflects some valuable lessons concerning education.

“You never know if sometimes something 
you’re interested in can come back. My jobs made 
use of all the linguistics I had done 20 years earlier in 
new contexts. My linguistics training helped in math,” 
Davidson said. “There are surprising connections. 
Nothing you learn is ever wasted.”

Overall, Davidson’s final message to his 
students and peers is “as Socrates said, ‘The unexamined 
life is not worth living.’”

Larry Davidson               PHOTO/Meredith Braunstein

This year Wildcat Tracks 
has added a new section entitled 
“What I’ve Learned,” loosely based 
on a regular column that appears 
in “Esquire Magazine,” in which 
celebrities respond to brief prompts. 
The articles will feature one adult 
who works in the Weston school 
system and the lessons that he or she 
has learned throughout the course of 
his or her life.

The first segment of “What 
I’ve Learned” features Robin 
Wanosky, a U.S. History teacher 
at Weston High School. This is her 
seventeenth year teaching, six of 
which have been spent at WHS. The 
following are just a few lessons and 
anecdotes that we have asked her 
to share with the readers of Wildcat 
Tracks:

Back in the day, I was 
the kind of student who enjoyed 
school.  I attended a private high 
school in Connecticut and went to 
college outside of Philadelphia, PA.  
While standing in front of Falvey 

Library my freshman year, I flipped a 
coin and decided to become a history 
teacher instead of an English teacher.  
Many classrooms later, I am still teaching 
history and have completed my Masters 
in history. When asked what my biggest 
regret was, it was to not have studied 
abroad while in college; I had three 
majors, and I just didn’t have the room to 
do both and graduate within four years.

Never in a million years would 
I have imagined that I would have lasted 
in education as long as I have.

I don’t let inanimate objects win.  
Once, while driving from Boulder, CO to 
Dillon, CO (located in the mountains), I 
ran out of gas once I had gone through 
the Eisenhower Tunnel.  I thought I had 
enough to get home, but I was about 10 
miles too short.  A snowstorm had started, 
I was by myself, and it was Thanksgiving 
night.  Fortunately, gravity got me down 
the mountain, but I had to push my car off 
the exit ramp and into the gas station.  I 
was able to get gas and drive myself home, 
but my boyfriend at the time was less than 
pleased with my evening’s events.

I have a weird liking for vanilla 
ice cream with honey drizzled on top.

The things that I value 

most in my life are my memories.  I think 
a life is a collection of moments in time 
-- from the “biggies” (life, loves, deaths) 
to inconsequential ones, like watching 
lightening jump from cloud to cloud in a New 
Mexico desert, or climbing over 14,000 feet 
and seeing the world below, to standing alone 
under the Capitol’s Rotunda late one night 
thinking, “not bad.”

If I could do anything before I 
die, I would see the Northern Lights from 
above the Arctic Circle and have lunch on the 
Equator.

I would not say that I have lived 
through one self-defining event, but one 
profound event in my life would be watching 
my mother die of a cancerous brain tumor my 
junior year in high school.  A very intelligent 
woman, the cancer turned her brain to mush, 
but throughout the experience, she showed me 
what it means to be strong, to carry oneself 
with the utmost of dignity, and to make peace 
with events she had absolutely no control over.  
She remains for me the most graceful woman 
I have ever known, and I can only hope that I 
inherited some of her character.

Why study history?  Why not?  It is 
not just the event ... it’s what comes next that 
I find so intriguing.

I can’t hang a picture straight.  Even 

when I carefully measure, they all have a 
slight slope.  I am convinced that all of my 
walls are crooked.

To this point, my life has been on 
my terms.  After my mother passed away, I 
decided to live my life rather than to live a 
life of “what ifs.”  I have been fortunate to 
live in various parts of the country, to teach in 
several environments, and to see what exists 
beyond my backyard.  Rather than waiting for 
experiences to happen, I think it is important 
to try and to create them.  I never want to wake 
up one day and wonder where my life went.

If asked how the student body 
perceives me, I think they would see me as 
freakishly organized.

This is what I’ve learned:
(1) It’s okay to leave what you know.  The 
experience will show you just how strong 
you are, and you won’t know this aspect of 
yourself until you try.
(2) Always point forward.  The past has 
already happened, but you do have some 
control over what comes next.
(3) You create your own energy in this world.  
Circumstances may not manifest themselves 
exactly as you initially envisioned them, but 
things come together exactly how they are 
supposed to.

“What I’ve Learned” with Robin Wanosky
Maria Posa

STAFF WRITER
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Resisting peer pressure about college
Ben Kupper

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

It is that time of the year again for all Weston 
High School seniors. Yes, I am referring to the long 
and tedious process of college applications. Some of 
the questions that come 
to mind when thinking 
about college are: How 
much are tuition fees 
for this college? Are my 
grades good enough? 
Am I happy with my 
SAT scores? These are, 
of course, all reasonable 
questions for students 
to be asking during 
this process, but they 
certainly are not the 
only ones that should 
contribute to the ultimate 
decision. Others of 
incredible importance 
include: Will I be happy 
at this school? Is this 
the school that I really 
want to go to? Does 
this school meet my 
individual needs? These 
are questions that not 
enough applicants are 
asking themselves.

T h r o u g h 
conversation and 
observation, I have 
concluded that many 
students still base 
their decisions on peer 
pressure and a particular 
college’s reputation. While it is always nice to hear from 
a sibling or friend that the school he or she attends is 
amazing or highly rated, does that really mean you will 
enjoy it? You might not enjoy the professors’ teaching 
methods, the environment of the school, or even the 
types of classes offered. 

Parents can also have a significant influence on what 
college students decide to attend. Should you really attend 
Harvard University just because it is considered a legacy 
school among your family members? Not necessarily.  Yes, 
it is a wonderful opportunity, but take the time to look at the 
school’s website, see what majors it has to offer, visit, stay 

overnight, and then decide if the environment would best suit 
your interests. Your parents should not force you to attend 
a college against your will.  They need to consider your 
interests and help to find the college that is truly right for 
you. Parents and teachers are responsible for helping students 
discover, identify, and utilize their interests in order that they 
may offer guidance in finding the right college. That is not 

to say we should ignore the hopes, ideas, and expectations 
of our parents, but at certain times, they should learn to 
control these overbearing attitudes, and you should learn, 
if you haven’t already, make your parents understand these 
factors.  In other words, do not become a doctor because 
your father wants you to. Pursue your own interests and 
seek an ideal college that will help you develop these 
interests. 

It can both irritate and add to the pressure when 
you hear a fellow student explaining how he or she plans to 
attend one college over the other because it is considered 
to be a better school.  Even though colleges are ranked 
according to certain criteria, in my opinion, it is more 
important that the college is evaluated based on how it fits 
your personally. 

Some students agree, saying that you should 
attend the school you, and only you, wish to go to. 

“I think that the overall environment is pretty 
important. College isn’t just about the work, even though 
it may seem that way. There’s the campus, the people, and 
the overall atmosphere of the school that affects you,” said 
senior Kathleen Chen. “Even if you like the programs that 
are offered, but you don’t like the environment, then that 
school is probably not the best for you.”

Similarly, others believe that a person’s overall 
happiness and well-being should contribute to a student’s 
decision to attend a specific college. 

“Peer pressure can have a lot of influence on 
certain teenagers with strong friendships in high school. 
I believe people should go to a college that they visit that 
makes them feel happy, one that sticks out as a place they 
would particularly enjoy for whatever reason,” said senior 
Andrew Weinstock.  “We definitely should not go to one 
because other people tell us too. In the end, it is your life.” 

Overall, we should not surrender to peer pressure 
to guide our college decision process. Finding a college 
that inspires a sense of happiness in an individual is 
significantly more important than looking for colleges that 
others believe you should attend, for when you discover 
that the true meaning of success is related to your happiness 
and well-being, and not a reflection of how you do in the 
eyes of others, does it really matter whether you attend a 
large, prestigious Ivy League school, or a small liberal arts 
school?

Jack McDonald
STAFF WRITER

hurt the clubs who already do not have 
many members. They believe that when 
people are given the opportunity to either go 
to a club or sleep in, they will choose sleep. 
 “I think people would sleep 
in and not be involved in clubs. I 
definitely think [attendance] in clubs 
would drop. Plus [people] are groggy 
in the morning. [Students] would stay 
home and do homework just like during 
assemblies,” said junior Mir Bokhari. 
 Others argue that activity block 
should be moved to the end of the day, but the 
problem of people skipping would still occur.
 “Ideally, it should be at the end 
of the day, but people would abuse that 
and leave. [Students] would not be in 
clubs because [they] are unscrupulous 
individuals, and they would rather go home 
than be productive,” said junior Kar Epker.
 The argument that club 
membership would drop, while valid, does 
not take into account the number of people 
who are already committed to clubs who 
show a genuine devotion. I do not think 
that the switch in time would discourage 
those who are invested in a particular club 
or activity from attending the meeting.   
 Changing the timing of activity 
block can only help the students of Weston 
High School. For those who are already 
in clubs, nothing would change, but 
students who are not in a club would have 
the option of sleeping in or doing work. 
 Overall, I believe that WHS should 
consider changing the timing of activity 
block so that students who are not productive 
during the period could possibly improve their 
performance during the school day. 

 Every Wednesday, in the middle of 
the day, students stop their academic efforts 
and have the opportunity to partake in 
myriad extracurricular activities supervised 
by teachers in the school. Despite this 
opportunity, it seems that the majority 
of people just sit in the cafeteria and chat 
with friends or catch up with homework. 
It is unfortunate that students do not take 
advantage of the many different clubs 
offered in this break during the day. It seems 
students prefer simply to talk with friends, 
rather than be in an organized activity. 
 I believe that moving activity block 
to the morning could help students who 
are not in clubs become more productive. 
If activity block occurred in the morning, 
students who do not participate in activities 
could sleep, which would be a more beneficial 
endeavor than socializing with friends 
 It would be better for students 
who do not have the time nor desire to be 
involved in a club if activity block took 
place in the morning because they could 
sleep in and perhaps be more productive 
during the school day. The school day, in 
essence, would begin for those students 
at 8:15 a.m. Students who are not able to 
arrive at school late and who are not in a 
club could use this short block as a study 
hall, or to meet with teachers, if necessary.

According to “Teenhealth.org” 
teenagers are supposed to get more than 
nine hours of sleep every night. However, 

this rarely happens because students at 
Weston are busy with homework, sports and 
extracurricular activities. Having activity 
block at the beginning of the day would 

allow people to go to bed earlier because 
they can do homework during the morning 
or get extra sleep if they wanted to do 
homework at night. Even a little more sleep 
can make a big difference on productivity 
according to some news sources.

 “Losing as little as two hours 

of sleep can negatively affect alertness 
and performance,” stated a Medical 
News Today article. “Sleep deprivation 
affects a person’s carefulness and ability 

to respond to an emergency. Symptoms 
can include: decreased judgment, 
decision-making and memory; slower 
reaction time; lack of concentration; 
fixation; and worsened mood.” 
 Some think that moving activity 
block to the beginning of the day would 

Activity block should be moved to the morning

SOURCE/www.zcache.com

Students in the cafeteria during activity block.
CREDIT/Meredith Braunstein
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People should support a 
specific cause

Is the ‘peace fad’ justified?

From shirts to scarves to jewelry, the peace sign 
can be seen on consumer products throughout Weston High 
School. People all over America have taken to wearing 
clothing and accessories sporting the message of peace. 
This trend has appeared in Weston, and many students 
are seen wearing the peace sign and using the well-known 
hand gesture as a popular pose. The question raised from 
this new fashion trend is, do these people support a real 
cause for peace or are they just trying to be cool and fit in?
 The peace sign was not always as superficial 
as it is today. In the 1960’s, “peace” was a part of 
American culture because it stood for the movement 
against the war in Vietnam. The hippies used the 
peace sign as a symbol during this time, and the 
“peace salute” with the two fingers spread apart 
became an important icon in the culture of that time.
 Now, the peace sign has reappeared in 
the American society as fashions considered to be 
“retro” have come back into vogue. It is common to 
see pictures on Facebook and MySpace of teenagers 
giving the camera the peace sign. They are using 
it as a gesture because the peace sign has lost the 
purposeful meaning it had previously in the 60’s.
 It has become apparent that too many people 
who wear peace signs do not advocate for peace on 
any level. Teenagers, mostly girls, wear the peace 
sign because they think it makes them look cool. 
When asked, people responded that they wear the 
peace sign in hope for “world peace” rather than for 
a specific cause such as the Darfur Genocide. World 
peace will only be achieved if all the specific conflicts 
are solved first, and in order to do so those who wear 
the peace sign must support the specific conflicts. 
 In a survey of 30 students at Weston High School, 
26 said that they did not support a cause but owned one 
or more products that has a peace sign on it. The survey 
shows that there is an 86% majority view that the peace 
sign is a symbol that is part of a trend rather than the 
icon of a cause. I think that for a school that is so active 
in raising awareness about international conflicts, these 
statistics are frightening. It is hypocritical for our school to 
present ourselves as advocates for peace and have so many 
students that do 
not participate 
in working 
towards peace. 
 
Although the 
survey suggests 
that many people 
in Weston High 
School do not 
believe that one 
must support a 
cause to wear the 
peace sign, there 
are some who do 
support my idea 
that it is crucial to 
support a cause. 
Bella Caballero, 
a junior, is one 
of the few people 
who agree with 
me that wearing 
the peace sign 
should not be a 
fashion statement.
 “I wear 
the peace sign 
[in protest of] 
the autonomy 
of Tibet, [and] 
of genocides across the globe not limited to Darfur, and 
also oppressive nations such as Libya,” said Caballero. 
“I don’t wear it because it is a pretty sign.  It’s a circle 
with three lines in it; what’s so special about that?”
 As a person who spends a lot of time reading 

emails sent by different organizations dedicated to 
advocating for peace in different parts of the world, 
Caballero notes the mentality of other people known 
for their great achievements in striving towards peace.
 “People like Mother Teresa and Gandhi didn’t do 
things because they were trendy; they did things because 
they wanted to and because they cared. The peace sign isn’t 
like a flower, it has a meaning behind it,” said Caballero. 
“It’s just like people don’t wear ‘meat is murder’ shirts 
unless they are vegetarian.  It’s the same concept.”
 The companies that produce the goods that have 
swept the nation are also at fault for not advocating for 
peace. Clothing companies have begun advertising the 

peace sign as fashion statement just as they advertise the 
“Twilight” clothing line or a celebrity’s new perfume. One 
can walk into any clothing store at the Natick Collection 
and find something sold there with the peace sign. 
 In researching this trend I have come up with 
many questions. Have textile companies taken advantage 
of the peace sign by using it as a marketing gimmick? How 
many of the companies that produce shirts and accessories 
that say peace have relations with sweatshops in China, 

Mexico or other parts of the world?
 Many clothing stores in the 
United States including Wal-Mart, 
Old Navy, Banana Republic, and 
Target are publically known to 
have their merchandise produced in 
sweatshops outside of the country. 
It is hypocritical and sad that these 
stores—which support an industry 
that limits human rights—sell items 
that fool customers into believing 
that they advocate for peace. I believe 
that this human rights violation is 
one of the biggest issues the world 
is dealing with right now. It’s wrong 
for those companies to falsely 
advertise that they support peace.
 From an icon representing a 
cause to a marketing item, the peace 
sign has become the nation’s latest 
fashion trend. In all reality the peace 
sign should stand for the efforts 
made by those who strive to make 
the world a better place. There are 
scores of posers walking the halls of 
Weston High School who disrespect 
that original intention of the peace 
sign. I believe that in order for these 
posers to become authentic, they 
need to join a group that works 
towards peace even if it is within the 

high school, such as Amnesty International. I believe it is 
our job as humans not to be ignorant and to help save lives 
and the dignity of others. I believe that it is important that 
the peace sign is not just an image but a reminder of what 
needs to be done in order to make peace happen in the world.

 Nowadays it is normal, and even expected, for 
one to see peace signs dangling on chains from people’s 
necks, plastered to their shirts, or embroidered on their 
shoes. It is common to witness people flashing their 
index and middle fingers to form the victory sign, more 
commonly known as the peace sign, or replacing a simple 
“goodbye” with “peace out.” 

Accompanying this 
craze over the peace sign, also 
known as the anti-nuclear 
emblem, is a larger awareness 
of peace. Despite the fact that 
people are not completely 
intending to advocate for 
peace, their attire does remind, 
and therefore, in a sense, 
promote peace.  While it may 
be true that not all people who 
wear the emblem or use the 
term support a specific cause, 
all who do so certainly believe 
in the general concept of peace 
and doing good.  Therefore, 
no one wearing it can be 
accurately called a poser.

“When I see people 
wearing peace signs I do think 
of peace,” said sophomore Lee 
Condakes. 

Not only are students 
at Weston High School 
witnessing this trend, but 
people across the world see 

it, whether they choose to follow it or not. Thus, wearing 
peace related apparel is a benefit to the world, as people 
are being reminded of peace more frequently, and the idea 
is spreading.  This, of course is a very good time in the 
course of world history for that to happen.

“[Wearing a peace sign] is still making a 
statement. When you see a peace sign you still know what 
it means,” said senior Julia Bernstein. “You’re aware of 
what it means and what it stands for when you wear it.”

Many who wear the sign, while not actively 
helping a particular cause, have a certain organization in 
mind that they support or hope to support in the future.  
The emblem is one that attracts attention and the wearing 
of it, unwittingly or not, helps to spread these nonviolent 
beliefs.  These people, purposefully or not, are walking 
advertisements for peace, and that can only be considered 
a good thing.

“By wearing the shirt you don’t have to support 
a specific cause, but you do have to believe in the ideas,” 
said freshman Lindsay Pearlstein.

These ideas Pearlstein mentions can be 
interpreted in many ways. Although according to 
dictionary.com peace literally means “the normal, 
nonwarring condition of a nation, group of nations, or 
the world,” others, not knowing the history of the symbol 
simply translate it as simply being nice and respectful 
to other people.   Although this may sound cliché, it is 
true: everyone has some good in them. Despite his or 
her actions, everyone believes in this broad definition of 
peace. Therefore anyone can wear the sign and should not 
be considered a poser.

Like virtually everything, symbols evolve 
over time. Fads come and go as well. For example, in 
the past, wearing skull signs was a popular trend.  The 
connotations for that particular symbol, hostility and 
violence, should be cause for greater concern than the 
peace sign, as this current fad is much more beneficial to 
the world and its people.

Sure, there is controversy over whether the 
peace fad should or should not exist and whether people 
who wear the symbol without showing allegiance to a 
particular cause deserve to wear it, but I say, why not? If 
it is helping spread even the tiniest bit of peace, why not 
let it? What is the harm in letting people act peaceful, or 
promote peace whether they mean to or not?

Ruthi Dubilo
STAFF WRITER

Nicole Poritzky
STAFF WRITER

The peace fad is a posi-
tive thing

Sophomore Katie Bui makes the peace sign
PHOTO/Meredith Braunstein

SOURCE/www.photobucket.com
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Scientists speculate as to how the world will end
Meg Moran
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WHS explains the truth behind Advanced Placement courses

In the competitively charged atmosphere of 
Weston High School, the majority of students here will 
have taken an Advanced Placement (AP) course by the 
end of their high school career. Many students, however, 
are influenced by myths and false assumptions when they 
think about AP courses. 
 R a n g i n g 
from AP World 
History to AP 
Statistics to AP 
Music Theory, the 
multitude of options 
of AP courses has 
pushed students 
to explore a wider 
variety of their 
interests. According 
to AP Coordinator 
and Guidance 
Counselor Maryanne 
Shea, however, 
the large variety of 
choices can have a 
negative effect.
 “You start 
seeing kids taking AP Courses because they want to get 
into college, rather than taking one because they want to 
expand their learning,” said Shea, “Kids lose out when 
they take a course for that reason.”

Some students agree about the courses having a 
negative effect, saying that the workload of an AP class can 
be simply too much given their busy schedules.

“When I was choosing my courses, I was thinking 
about my schedule this year and I heard the workload in 
AP was a lot, so I decided to take Honors English instead,” 
said sophomore Emily Brady. 

AP course teachers also believe that too much 
pressure can be negative.

 “It’s good to offer the kids an option, but to have 
the pressure to take as many AP courses as possible is the 
wrong direction,” said AP World History teacher Angela Lee. 

Although it is commonly believed that AP courses 
are difficult, most students and teachers emphasize that they 
are not impossible, and when students are organized, all work 
can be accomplished without taking over a person’s life. 

“If you do your homework consistently ever single 
night, you can get it done in less then an hour per evening,” 

Lee said.   
Despite this, many students 

still believe that the workload is too 
much, and that they lack the time 
needed for homework and other 
classes’ assignments. 

“It’s college level work 
with a high school schedule,” said 
junior Ryan Coote, “In college you 
only have four classes and they are 
spread out. In high school, however, 
you have the class every other day.” 

While this is true, some 
students taking AP courses say that 
the workload is not as much as 
expected and that they were well 
prepared for a course of such a high 
caliber. 

“It’s not as hard as it was 
made out to be. In comparison to my other courses, it’s 
maybe just a little bit more difficult,” said senior Celine La 
France, who is taking AP Statistics.  

In addition to balancing other class work, many 
students at WHS are also actively involved in a multitude of 
sports, instruments and clubs, making a class that requires 
such a large dedication of time impossible. 

“[An] AP [course] is very time-consuming and I 
barely have time right now with sports. I thought I would be 
able to do better overall in all my classes without taking an 
AP course,” said sophomore Fernando Roman. 

While taking too many AP courses is not advisable 

because it would be too stressful, there are also many 
benefits to taking an advanced course.

“[AP classes] can help a highly motivated 
student get a better understanding of the differences 
[between a high school class and] a college course,” said 
English Department Head and teacher Kate Lemons, “It 
really gives them the opportunity to see what a college 
course is like in terms of pace and rigor.”

Although many students believe that dozens of 
people drop out of these difficult courses every year, 
in reality, “there’s really only a handful who drop out 
school-wide,” Shea said.

This goes to show that most students going 
into AP courses are aware of the difficulty level before 
they enter the course and recognize the amount of time 
and commitment they will require. Competitiveness 
comes into question, however, when students begin 
taking courses that they are seemingly not interested in 
and for which they are unprepared.

“It’s true that some kids thinks it’s more 
important to just take this course [AP Physics] for 
the college application process, but this is such a 
challenging course, if you hate [physics], you probably 
won’t take the class,” said AP Physics teacher Boris 
Korsunsky. 

Despite some students taking AP courses for a 
competitive reason, however, many students take them 
for their educational benefits.

“You really learn intellectual and academic 
discipline,” Lee said.

 For many students, this is a positive aspect 
and they take such courses because they desire this 
level of involvement. 

“You get to really delve into your subject at a 
very high level,” Shea said. 

There are many myths and assumptions that 
students have when thinking about taking an AP course, 
but most students do not realize that such courses are 
not as difficult as their reputations suggest. With enough 
time and organization, it is possible to take one or more 
AP courses and not only get by, but also flourish.

Some WHS studentS feel overwhelmed by the workload in AP 
courses, but others view the classes as being worth the effort. 
           PHOTO CREDIT / MIKEY BULLISTER

Predictions on how 
the world will end have shaken 
the minds of people all over the 
world.  Global warming and 
a possible polar shift, where 
the magnetic poles reverse, 
are among the predictions. 
The recent trends in 
disasters around the earth 
could be fore signs, but 
some believe that people 
may just be overreacting.

The National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) 
defines global warming as 
“an increase in the Earth’s 
temperature surface.” In the 
past six years, the average 
temperature of the Earth 
has risen between two and 
seven degrees, varying with 
location. 2005 was also the 
warmest year in recorded 
history.  

The warmer 
temperatures are causing 
problems that eventually 
could have catastrophic results 
on Earth. Melting ice is changing 
the salinity, or the salt content, 
of the water on Earth. If the 
amount of fresh water deposited 
into the ocean reaches a certain 
level, it will cause the currents 
to stop and potentially reverse 
direction. 

“The Gulf Stream 

would change direction, causing 
water to flood into the United 
States,” said Kevin Arrigo, Earth 
Science Professor at Stanford 
University. “ In the worst case 
scenario, it would flood up to the 

Mason-Dixon Line [the border 
between Pennsylvania and 
Maryland].”

If water were to flood 
up to the Mason-Dixon line, half 
of the United States would be 
destroyed. Populations could not 
exist on the flooded land, and 
the death rate would increase 
dramatically. Government and 
scientific officials would not be 

able to stop the abundance of salt 
water from pouring into rivers, 
creating problems for aquatic 
plants and animals. If the salt 
water were to continue flowing 
into the rivers, small towns that 

rely on the fresh water to drink 
and cook would need to find 
alternative sources of fresh water.

Today, scientists have 
proven that global warming 
is not just a theory, but also a 
looming reality.

“If you look at the 
composition of top soil in North 
America, specifically the United 
States, we can prove that at one 

point, much of it was under 
water, not ice,” Arrigo said.  
“This was before any glaciers 
moved across the area.” 

Due to the disastrous 
effects global warming could 

have, students at Weston 
High School want to make a 
difference.

“[Global Warming] 
is destroying the world. We 
should do more to prevent 
it, such as carpooling,” said 
freshman Lexy Golub.

Although scientists 
believe global warming 
could leave the entire 
southern half of the United 
States in the worst flood 
recorded in history, some 
students question the 
connection between global 
warming and weather.

“The recent trends 
in weather are not actually 
global warming, just uneven 
heating during different 
seasons,” said sophomore 
Sindhu Sreedhar.

Global warming 
is not the only prediction 

scientists are worried about. A 
polar shift might also be in the 
future. A polar shift occurs when 
the North and South magnetic 
poles switch places. If the poles 
were to switch, it would trigger a 
global super storm. 

“It would be a colder, 
bigger snow storm that would 
stretch across large geographical 
areas and would last for months,” 

Arrigo said.  “The winds would 
be 300-400 miles per hour.”

These winds would be 
detrimental to heavily populated 
areas as the flying debris would 
lead to destruction of houses and 
other public buildings. Also, the 
rapid shift in temperatures would 
be harmful to living things.

“People would not 
be able to survive the cold, 
buildings would not be able to 
withstand the temperatures, and 
animals on land and in the ocean 
would die,” Arrigo said.

The effects of the global 
super storm could change the 
world as we know it, and Earth 
could be sent into another Ice 
Age.
 For thousands of years, 
cultures have predicted the end 
of the world. Scientific research 
concludes that it is not far away.

“According to science, 
we [the world] should eventually 
end, but it most likely will not 
happen for a long time. The 
weather patterns on Earth are 
not strong enough to destroy 
the world, yet,” said sophomore 
Autumn Soendker.

Despite the hype about 
how the world is going to end, 
people have to remember that 
these are only predictions, and at 
any time, scientists could prove 
them wrong. Regardless, humans 
are major contributors to the 
recent natural phenomena, and it 
is certain that nature is changing 
its course.

Scientists believe that devastating natural disasters could pose a risk to the future of the human 
race.                       PHOTO CREDIT / noaa.gov
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 “The Weston-Wayland football game epitomizes 
a high school rivalry rich in tradition,” said former Weston 
High School athletic director Peter Foley in the 1984 
Annual Thanksgiving Day Football Game Pamphlet.  
 Many students that have gone through the 
Weston School system have experienced the rich rivalry 
against Wayland.  Ever since 1934, both schools have sent 
their football teams to the ultimate test: The Turkey Day 
Game. 
 Winning the Thanksgiving Day Football Game is 
not only a great honor, but it also gives the winning team 
bragging rights for the next year.  Last year Wayland won.   
This year, however, the football team is working hard not 
to let that happen again. 
 “When I was here for the ’92 through ’99 seasons 
(Weston) always won.  Those were the days when we 
would come home victorious,” said football coach Bob 
Desaulniers. “Since then Wayland has created a few 
strong teams.  Every year we have gotten closer, and last 
year we only lost by nine points. I think this year’s game 
will be very exciting.”  
 With the Thanksgiving Day Game comes 
the Powder-Puff game.  The Powder-Puff teams are 
comprised of girls from the senior class from both 
schools.  Their purpose is not only to compete, but also to 
get their respective teams pumped up for their game.  For 
the girls though, these games are extremely intense and 
there is a great deal of preparation they do beforehand.  

Like the football team and Powder-Puff team, 
both the girls and boy’s basketball teams have a fierce 
rivalry with Wayland.  The Wayland boy’s coach, Dennis 
Doherty, used to be the Weston boy’s coach.  Due to 
this, last year the boys felt more motivation to win, 

which they succeeded in doing.  The girls likewise won 
against Wayland.  Both teams worked especially hard in 
preparation for the Wayland games.

The wrestling team also believes strongly in 
the rivalry.  The 
wrestling match 
against Wayland 
takes place on 
the morning of 
Christmas Eve.  
This match attracts 
many fans just like 
the football and 
basketball games.

“Every 
year we have two 
weeks of intense 
practice and 
weight loss before 
the Wayland 
match,” said junior 
member of the 
wrestling team, 
Greg Carlson, “A 
lot of parents and 
alumni come.  It’s 
a really big event 
that everybody 
loves to go to.” 
 Although the rivalry is fierce for these teams, 
for other teams at WHS playing Wayland is nothing 
special.  Boy’s tennis is a prime example of this.  The 
match against Wayland is not made into a bigger deal than 
playing any other team in the DCL.   
 “We don’t always beat (Wayland) easily but 
there is no extra hoopla when we play them,” junior Jason 
Mazzella, member of the varsity tennis team, said.   

 The swim team is also different than the football 
team, as they have a ‘friendly rivalry’ with Wayland.  
The swimming preseason is spent with Wayland, and the 
Wayland coach is the son of former Weston coach Foley.  

 “Even though we like to race against 
each other, we know the other team’s got our 
backs, like when our pool closed they let us 
use theirs,” senior swimmer Claire Barkin 
said.  

Perhaps the reason for the lack of 
intensity towards the rivalry between certain 
teams is that those teams do not have as many 
fans at their games as both the football and 
basketball teams do.  The Thanksgiving Day 
Game for football and the Christmas Eve 
match for wrestling attract many fans, as do 
most Friday night games in general.  Due to 
this, sports that attract more fans have the 
more intense rivalry against Wayland.  

“The atmosphere [at football games] 
is good. The fans show a lot of positive 
support for the team, and it is good to see the 
different people come together for a common 
cause,” said junior Kerry Ecker. “Also there 
are more people at football games because 
more people go to night games.” 

 Therefore, a way to increase the fierce 
nature of the rivalry would be to have more 

spectators and fans at sporting events other than wrestling 
matches, basketball, and football games.  This also can 
enhance school spirit, as more school spirit would increase 
participation at sporting events, thereby increasing the 
strength of the rivalry.   
 To help Weston continue to beat Wayland, 
everyone can do their part by going to sporting events and 
supporting all of our sports teams.

Kristi Wagner
STAFF WRITER

Paul Nelson
STAFF WRITER

Weston Wayland Football Rivalry not matched by every sport

Boosters an invaluable source for athletics

Weston Wildcats and Wayland Warriors’ logos
           PHOTO/zazzle.com

The scene is Friday night with 
a soccer game on the turf field and the 
football team warming up for their 
game under the lights with the speakers 
blasting “Public Service Announcement” 
by Jay-Z. In this scene, every playing 
surface, facility and piece of equipment 
shares a common characteristic whether 
the Weston High School community 
realizes it or not. 
  “Sometimes it’s easy to get 
wrapped up in a sport and not realize how 
privileged we are to have so many athletic 
resources,” said senior Emily Gosman, a 
two sport athlete at WHS.

The source of these athletic 
resources is Weston Boosters, a 
fundraising organization that helps 
support athletics throughout the town of 
Weston. In May of each year, coaches and 
physical education teachers make grant 
requests to the athletic director, Chris 
Aufiero, who facilitates those requests to 
Boosters. The Boosters committee, which 
is comprised of 30 members (mostly 
parents of athletes), then decide on behalf 
of the town in June where the money is 
going for the 
next school 
year. The 
committee 
is headed 
by Bobby 
D’Angelo, 
who is 
currently in 
his second year as president. 

“For the most part there is 
uniformity in the decision making. 
We stand on a common ground in the 

committee where everyone tries to remain 
impartial and all of our efforts are in the 
best interest of the kids,” D’Angelo said.

Issues do arise, however, in 
discussions of whether every sport is 
being equally represented. This, according 
to D’Angelo, is a juggling act to keep 
everyone happy. 

“There is an effort to distribute 
the funds to all sports teams, but golf, 
for example, has around 18 kids in 
comparison to football, which has around 
50 kids, so on paper it is going to appear 
as a disparity of funds,” D’Angelo said.
  There is a consensus among 
coaches of sports teams at WHS that 
Boosters does not discriminate or 
under represent. For example, the least 
represented team financially is cross-
country. There is a reason for that, though. 

“I really don’t ever ask for 
anything from Boosters.  All you need is a 
uniform and a pair of running shoes,” said 
cross-country coach John Monz. 

On average, the organization 
raises anywhere from 30,000 to 40,000 
dollars to spend each year. These funds 
are distributed into two categories of 
long-term and short-term projects.

Some examples of short-term 
projects this year include uniforms and 

helmets for football, speakers for Proctor 
Field, lane lines and touch pads for the 
pool, a medical bed for the trainer, and 
new goals for field hockey, soccer and 

lacrosse. One non-equipment project new 
this year is the funding of transportation 
for the student body to attend tournament 
games. 

  Examples of previous long-term 
products of Boosters funding include 
the turf field and the creation Burchard 

Park for Little League 
baseball located at the 
old Campion Center in 
Weston. The current 
long-term project of 
Boosters is to get more 
involved with the youth 
of Weston because it is 
something that has not 

been represented well through the years. 
If parents start supporting early on, this 
will help bolster the program for future 
Weston athletes.  

“It just so happens that there are 
more parents at a little league game these 
days than a high school baseball game,” 
said D’Angelo.  “If these parents could 

get involved early, Boosters would 
take off.” 

As of last year, there is 
now a new source of fundraising in 
Boosters to promote more parent 
participation in general. There is 
now the option of giving a personal 
donation to a specific sport now 
rather than just the organization 
itself. These funds also affect the 
assignment of money to respective 
sports. 

For the first time this past 
spring, Weston Boosters held a 
“Boosters Bash.” D’Angelo came up 
with the idea for the dinner and dance 
event where parents could come and 
donate money to a specific sport. 

“The event was a hit. It was 
also very successful and we plan on 
making it a tradition,” D’Angelo 
said.

With the combination of the 
“Boosters Bash” and current focus on 

getting more involved at the ground level 
with Weston’s youth teams, Boosters is on 
the rise. There is a hopeful sentiment that 
the expansion will yield bigger projects in 
the future. 
  “We are founded on family and 
community. If families were unhappy 
they wouldn’t give.  All the effort and 
fundraising is done in the best interest of 
the kids of this town,” said D’Angelo.

It is no mystery that better 
facilities and equipment enhance the 
experience of being on a sports team. 
Those resources are dependent on the 
Boosters.

Weston boosters logo       PHOTO/westonboosters.org

Lineman Clarence Johnson in new equipment
            PHOTO/westonboosters.org
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Rising gymnastics star at WHS
Mark Fishman

STAFF WRITER

  During the day at Weston High School, freshman 
Johnathan Sheiman is easy to overlook. He is short in 
height, standing four feet eight inches off the ground, 
and is a freshman. After the school bell rings though, his 
stature increases exponentially. Sheiman, a 
competitive gymnast, won the gold medal at 
the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) national 
gymnastics competition in June 2008, and 
placed first in the fourteen-and-under age 
group (Sheiman was thirteen at the time) for 
floor routine, parallel bars, and overall.
 As there are ten levels in 
gymnastics competition, Sheiman 
competed in the Level Eight division of 
the competition, the top level being ten, 
reserved for elite future Olympians.
 “It was a lot of fun because 
it was at Disney [in Florida]. It was a 
great experience,” said Sheiman of the 
competition. “I was nervous, but I wasn’t 
unprepared.”
 But success does not come 
easily. Sheiman is in the gym training for 
gymnastics for four hours a day, five days a 
week. During the summer, he practices six 
days a week for five hours each day. It has 
been this way for six years.

Sheiman was not born a gymnast, 
though. In fact, he was hesitant to try gymnastics for the 
first time. 

“I was at a [gymnastics themed] birthday party 
and I was scared to go in,” said Sheiman. “My mom told 

me it would be okay, so I went in and had a blast. I signed 
up [for gymnastics] the next day.”
 Ever since he started, his parents have been 
right at his side. Sheiman’s family has consistently been 
supportive without putting too much pressure on him. 

“My parents don’t force me to keep going. If I 
want to take a day off, they understand,” Sheiman said.

 The support does not just come from family 
members, though. Sheiman’s coach, Cal Booker, has been 
helping Sheiman since the day he started. 

“John is pretty spectacular. He has matured a 
lot, exploded onto the scene, and now is coming into his 

own,” said Booker. “He is one of the best in the sport.”
Together, Sheiman and Booker have a real 

chance of making it to the Olympics. The Tokyo Olympics 
in 2016 are the most plausible as Sheiman will only be 17 
in 2012, and will be relatively too old for a gymnast at 25 
in 2020. However, Sheiman is not counting on making the 
Olympic team.

“It’s a goal for everybody, but not 
everybody can get there. If I keep up my pace, 
maybe I have a shot,” said Sheiman. “You 
pretty much have to be one of those people 
who get homeschooled and live in the gym to 
rise above everyone else, and clearly that’s not 
my situation.”

Despite the myriad demands of the 
sport, Sheiman is still a normal teenager. He 
is social, enjoys his friends in Weston and 
through gymnastics, and still attends school on 
a regular basis. He remains modest about his 
achievements yet is also an outgoing person.

He also has a work ethic like no 
other, and his devotion to gymnastics causes 
him to “often stay up past midnight” doing 
homework.  

“Gymnastics can be a big 
commitment – especially for someone at 
Johnathan’s level,” said freshman and fellow 
gymnast, Jamie Packs. “He is truly dedicated 
though, so I know he can handle the pressure 
that comes with it.”

It is evident that Sheiman knows 
how to handle the pressure. He has been able 

to maintain his double life without either side collapsing. 
Few people outside the freshman class even know of his 
talent. But if Sheiman ends up on an international stage, 
nobody will overlook him anymore.

Reason for vandalization of dugouts unclear

The Weston baseball 
dugouts have stood as a sacred 
home for the high school team 
since their inauguration in 2007. 
The dugouts, donated by the 
Skenderian family with help from 
private donors in town, have 
always been well maintained and 
treated with care by not only the 
players, but also by other Weston 
residents who access the field 
as well. This changed on 
Friday September 25, during 
the football game against 
Hull when the dugouts were 
vandalized. 

On the front and back 
of the away dugout, explicit and 
graphic messages were spray 
painted over the clean white 
paint. At this point in time no 
one knows who did this, how 
many people were involved, 
or why they chose to desecrate 
something so cherished.

When Weston baseball 
players went to the field for 
their weekly pickup game, 
they were surprised to see 
the extent of damage done 
to the pristine facility. Their 
reactions ranged from disgust 
at the profane nature of the act, 
to disappointment about the 
ignorance about the man whom 
the dugouts honor.
  “Why would 
someone do that? I just don’t 
understand. It was unexpected and 
disrespectful to the makers of the 
dugouts,” said junior outfielder 

Vincent Nardone. 
The reason why these 

vandals chose this particular spot 
is still a mystery, and no one who 
knows the Skenderian story knows 
why someone would do such a 
thing. 

“I think whoever 
vandalized the dugouts really 
doesn’t understand their 
significance in Weston and how 
much they mean to the baseball 
community,” said senior Kara 
Hedges.

The dugouts are a 
cherished asset to the Weston 
community both physically and 
spiritually, and have become a 

second home for some of the 
players. They are one of a kind. 
The dugouts are well designed 
and enjoyed, not only by Weston 
athletes, but also by those who 
visit.

“When other teams come 
to our field, we seem to always 
get comments about how nice our 
field is, but mainly how amazing 
the dugouts are,” said junior center 
fielder Max Kardon.

They are modeled after 
the Boston Red Sox dugouts, 

which are held up 
by a large steel 
beam instead of 
pillars, and have 
benches made 
out of mahogany 
wood. On the left 
side of each dugout 
a large black 
plaque stands in 
honor of Tom 
Skenderian. One 
of these plaques 
was defiled with 
profane graffiti, 
outraging members 
of the Weston 
community who 
fully appreciate 
Skenderian’s 
contribution to 
Weston baseball. 

 “I don’t 
understand why 
they did it, but it 
was a big mistake, 
and they will regret 
it,” said junior 

outfielder Nick Neu. 
It was not only baseball 

player’s who had strong opinions 

about how the dugouts were 
defiled. 

“I was shocked by the 
vandalism, and I think it is really 
disrespectful,” said sophomore 
Sami Gosman.

Of all the people involved 

in the dugouts the Skenderian 
family felt the biggest impact. 

As soon as members 
of the family heard about what 
happened to the dugouts, they 
hurried over to the field with 
supplies to start working on 
cleaning it. 

“The next [after the 
graffiti was written] day my 
brother and I were at work,” said 
sophomore Tanner Skenderian. 

But it was not only the 
Skenderians who were at work. 
The next day the town took action 
and began to work on erasing the 
damage to the dugouts. 

“The [support of the] 
school community and how quick 
they were to try and solve the 

problem really meant a lot to my 
family,” Skenderian said. 

Although the dugouts 
now show no vestiges of what 
happened on that Friday in 
September, the community will 
never forget about it.

“I was hurt for the 
Skenderian family because it is 
very symbolic for their family 
and Weston baseball,” said 
head varsity baseball coach Jon 
Beverly.  

Mr. Skenderian has 
rose to be one of the pivotal 
men in the Weston community, 
and one would hope that the 
community would not have to 
face something like this again. 
His impact on Weston baseball 
is immeasurable, and one has to 
wonder if whoever vandalized 
the dugouts really knew how 
important and symbolic they are 
to the community. 

The Thomas B. Skenderian plaque was defiled
      PHOTO/Tanner Skenderian

Graffiti inside the dugout     PHOTO/Tanner Skenderian

Sheiman shows off his moves in the sport                PHOTO/ Meredith Braunstein
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