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Weston High School is hosting its 10th biennial Career Day on Wednesday, 
April 4, 2018. You will have the opportunity to meet more than 70 speakers whose 

careers include the arts, business ownership, education, engineering, environment, 
hospitality, law, media, medical research, medicine, non-profits, politics, science, 

military, and sports. 
 

Our speakers represent a wide range of experiences. Some knew what they 
wanted to do when they were in high school, others made major changes in the 
middle of their careers. ALL of our speakers are interested in engaging with you in 

interactive discussions and high technology presentations. 
 

Career Day is an integral part of the WHS School-to-Careers Program, which 
includes the Sophomore Career Seminar class and the Senior Internship class. The 

day will give you the opportunity to explore possible career paths and provide insight 
into the specific requirements, daily responsibilities, and extraordinary experiences 

associated with each career. You will have the opportunity to ask questions. 
 

Each of you should consider this day as a time to learn more about which 
courses you should be taking in high school and college to prepare you for a 
particular career. Juniors and Seniors, please use this day to identify possible 

internships you would enjoy during the Senior Internship in May. 
 

You will be able to attend three individual speaker sessions. The speakers have 
been scheduled by blocks, so you will need to make selections within each block, 

except lunch. Instructions are on the next page. 
 

Career Day is organized and made possible by the work of faculty, parents, 
and volunteers. The Weston Education Enrichment Fund (WEEFC) and the PTO 

Creative Arts Council sponsor this event, and the Weston High School PTO provides 
parent volunteers for this program. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Corey Guerra, Career Day Co-
Chair, guerrac@weston.org or Madelaine Kenyon, Career Day Co-Chair, or Patty 

Sins, Career Day Co-Chair 
 

Have a great experience! 
 
 
 

 
 

WESTON HIGH SCHOOL CAREER DAY 2018 



 

 

SCHEDULE 

 

Connor Blakley 
Keynote speaker 

 
Connor Blakey, 18, is a writer, keynote speaker, and founder of Youthlogic. A 
youth marketing consultancy that helps Fortune 1000s better connect with 
today's youth. 
 
Connor has been quoted and published in both national and international 
media outlets including Forbes, MIC, Business Insider, Inc, Entrepreneur, 
Mashable and the BBC for his unique perspective and understanding of 
Generation Z. He has also been recognized as “The #1 High School 
Entrepreneur to Watch” by StartUp Grind, “The #1 Gen Z Expert to Follow” by 
Forbes and a “business phenom and tycoon" by Inc. Magazine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:45 – 8:35          Welcome to Career Day 

• Opening Remarks – Anthony Parker, HS Principal 
• Keynote Speaker – Connor Blakley  

   
8:45 – 9:30          Panel Sessions, various locations  
 
9:40 - 10:20         A block speakers 
 
10:30 - 11:10       B block speakers/9th grade lunch 
 
11:20 – 12:00       C block speakers/10th grade lunch 
 
12:10 - 12:50       D block speakers/11th grade lunch 
 
 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SIGNING UP 

You will be able to attend 1 panel session and 3 individual speaker sessions.  
To sign up, choose five speakers that interest you for each block, except your lunch 
block. Seniors, please list LUNCH as your first choice for your preferred lunch block, 

followed by four speakers you would be willing to attend if that is not possible. If you 
are a senior and you know you will be absent, please check off that option on the 
sign-up sheet. List the speakers you would like to see by priority. We will make every 

effort to match you with your priorities! 
 

8:45 – 9:30 PANEL SESSION  
ALL STUDENTS SIGN UP FOR ONE PANEL 

 

***** 
 

9:40 – 10:20 A BLOCK SPEAKER SESSION 
ALL STUDENTS SIGN UP FOR TOP FIVE SPEAKERS 

 

***** 
 

10:30-11:10 B BLOCK SPEAKER SESSION 
FRESHMEN EAT LUNCH 

SOPHMORES, JUNIORS, SENIORS SIGN UP FOR TOP FIVE SPEAKERS 
 

***** 
 

11:20-12:00 C BLOCK SPEAKER SESSION 
SOPHOMORES EAT LUNCH 

FRESHMEN, JUNIORS, SENIORS SIGN UP FOR TOP FIVE SPEAKERS 
 

***** 
 

12:10-12:50 D BLOCK SPEAKER SESSION 
JUNIORS EAT LUNCH 

FRESHMEN, SOPHOMORES, SENIORS SIGN UP FOR TOP FIVE SPEAKERS 
 

***** 

 
 

WESTON HIGH SCHOOL CAREER DAY 2018 



 

 
PANEL SESSION  8:45 – 9:30 

 

Please sign up for one of the panels listed below. 
 

PANEL:  BUSINESS & FINANCE 
 

***** 
 

PANEL:  MEDICINE, BIOTECH AND HEALTH CARE 
 

***** 
 

PANEL:  NONPROFIT 
 

***** 
 

PANEL:  MEDIA, TV, PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MARKETING 
 

***** 
 

PANEL:  SPORTS 
 

***** 
 

PANEL:  ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
 

***** 
 

PANEL:  LEGAL 
 

***** 
 

PANEL: MUSIC, CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
 

***** 
 

PANEL:  ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN 
 

***** 
 

PANEL:  SOFTWARE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
 

 



 

 

A BLOCK SPEAKER LIST 
 

 

A1  Abrams, Charlie  Entrepreneurship and Manufacturing  
     A2  Aghajanian, Michael   Technology  

A3  Barker, Robert    Drug Discovery 
A4  Bass, Ilya   Software/Coding  
A5  Been, Kees    Molecular Biology  
A6  Clark, Jane    Nonprofit 
A7  Cort, Glenn    Business/Modular Construction  
A8  Dahl, Susan    Asset Management/ Entrepreneurship  
A9  Delo Reyes, Karlo   Entrepreneur 3D Printing 
A10  Desto, Kim    Event Planning  
A11 Dinno, Saad   Pharmacist 
A12 Di Pietro, Elisabeth   Pediatrician 
A13 Fogg, Stephen   Engineer 
A14 Gabriel, Stacey  Human Genetics and Genomics  
A15 Gala, Jen   Higher Education  
A16 Gonzalez, Rodrigo   Microbiology/Immunology 
A17 Gorton, Kim    Business 
A18 Haims, Russ    Real Estate – Historic Restoration 
A19 Harrison, Jeffrey   Dentist  

 
A20 Harrison, Scott   Banking  
A21 Heslam, Bill   Marketing  
A22 Heslam, Shar   Finance  
A23 Howland, Letitia   Non-profit Executive  
A24 Jakabhazy, Elise   Environmental  
A25 Josephs, Robert   Law 
A26 Ko, Dicken    Surgery/Med. Education 
A27 Lentol, Cindy   Acting/Modeling 
A28 Martin, Joshua         3D Printing STEM  
A29 Miller, Gene   Social Innovation/Philanthropy  
A30 Muzila, Alyson  Acting 
A31 Powell, Craig   Software/Internet App 
A32 Rhodes, Dusty   Event Planning 
A33 Rizza, Andrew   Athletic Training 
A34 Russel, Gordon   Tech 
A35 Skendarian, T.K.  Sponsorship and Marketing  
A36 Van Houten, Christina Technology/Software  
A37 Vanderclock, Donna  Town Manager  
A38 Weichman, Peter   Physics/Research  

 
 



 

 
A BLOCK SPEAKERS 9:40-10:20  

 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP:  Charlie Abrams      A1 

Technology and Entrepreneurship:  Michael Aghajanian   A2 

Mr. Abrams, 47, is Chief Executive Officer of Dela Incorporated.  Dela is an industry leader 
in textile laminations and foam components for the medical, footwear, packaging, 
consumer goods, automotive and industrial sectors.  Additionally, Mr. Abrams is the 
Managing Principal of Abrams Family LLC, a real estate investment business, which owns, 
manages and develops more than 580,000 square feet of commercial real estate. 

From 1996 to 1997, Mr. Abrams served as an Assistant Vice President with The CIT Group / 
Business Credit, an industry leader in commercial lending.  While with CIT, Mr. Abrams 
managed a $200 million portfolio of borrowers and structured, documented and 
negotiated asset based transactions in a variety of industries including retail, 
manufacturing and distribution.  He was also responsible for syndicating transactions and 
developing relationships with other financial institutions. 

Prior to CIT, Mr. Abrams began his career as an Analyst with GE Capital’s Corporate 
Finance Group.  In 1993 he joined GE Capital’s Commercial Finance Group as an 
Investment Analyst and in 1994 was promoted to Senior Analyst and Team Leader.  During 
his Tenure with GE Capital, Mr. Abrams was responsible for managing teams of up to eight 
analysts, performing due diligence analysis of potential and existing financings to 
determine the target company's present financial condition, asset value, and ability to 
meet future debt obligations. 

 

Michael started working 2 jobs, pumping gas and teaching sailing at the age of 14 
and has taken his passion of sailing into a career he loves. Hear him talk about how 
he uses opportunities to accomplish his goals. His career as President of Boston 
Outdoor Recreation, Inc. is his passion. He started sailing at age ten and now has 
built one of the largest sailing/kayaking businesses that employs 150 high 
school/college students, has seven sites in the Boston area, five sites in Washington, 
D.C., two sites in Florida and puts over 150,000 people on the water. Hear him talk 
about starting, managing and growing a recreational business.  
 
Drug Discover:  Robert Barker        A3 

Drug Discovery is the name for the process by which Biotech and Pharmaceutical 
companies initiate efforts to develop new therapies to treat disease.  
The goal of Drug Discovery is identification/optimization of an active therapeutic 
agent that can be developed into a drug. The Development process involves 
establishing that a proposed therapy is safe animal species commonly used for 
toxicology studies, can be manufactured successfully at commercial scale and is 
also safe in the target patient population. It is a “business” with extremely high failure 
rates (90% of projects fail), yet is tremendously satisfying for scientists who want to be 
“problem-solvers” with the potential for tremendous impact on patients in need. 
 
 



 

Software/Coding:  Ilya Bass        A4 

The software industry has been fueling the growth of the US economy for decades 
and continues to provide opportunity for innovation that helps improve the lives of 
people in US and throughout the world. Software is everywhere, starting with our 
smartphones, TVs, cars, and airplanes. Most of the products we use on daily basis 
could not exist or be produced without software. Facebook and Twitter help people 
organize for important social causes and even regime changes. Companies like 
Uber and Airbnb are in the process of redefining entire industries. Self-driving cars 
powered by software will change the way we commute. And these are just some of 
the examples of dramatic changes that software enables. So how is software made 
and what are some of the different jobs that exist around this process? 
 
 
 
 

Nonprofit:  Jane Clark        A6 

How about a career in nonprofit and philanthropy management! With paid work, 
help run the back office of a public charity or private foundation that caters to your 
passions or desire for service. Or, choose work in their development (fundraising)arm 
that requires knowledge of event planning, manners, and dressing well, while you 
importantly study the mission of your nonprofit and serve as its bloodline, delivering its 
message to potential donors. I am the Executive Director of a mid-sized small private 
foundation. I work almost entirely from home except for advisor and grantee 
meetings, conferences, and events. I monitor our investments and bank account 
and by-laws, oversee production of quarterly reports and gather all the information 
necessary to get our private foundation tax return, done each November. I plan and 
chair all board meetings, diligence and correspond with our 40 or so grantees, and 
write the checks and monitor compliance, keeping up with the annual changes in 
Federal and State laws. I work with our specialist accountant and lawyer, our 
investment advisor, staff of our grantees and potential grantees, and advise and 
report to our board. This will never make me a millionaire but I have a fantastic 
lifestyle, and --to a certain extent-- lifetime job security. I learned this job the hard 
way – all by myself--but nowadays it is a lot easier to get going.  
 
 
 Modular Construction: Glenn Cort      A7 

A former Attorney (Boston University Law 90), Glenn has spent the last 15 years in the 
modular industry and is currently Executive Vice President of Triumph Modular Inc.  
Triumph operates in two divisions, one that serves the temporary market and one 
that “design builds” complex and custom permanent commercial buildings.  As 
such, Glenn brings a broad experience in many of the challenges faced by todays 
“modular building” companies. Glenn’s focus has been on communication 
strategies and preconstruction techniques which form healthy foundations for 
successful projects.  He is a LEED AP who enjoys an active curriculum in sustainable 
architecture and building science. 
 

 Molecular Biology:  Kees Been       A5 
    
I work at Lysosomal Therapeutics. I will talk about my education, career outline, and 
sequence of jobs. I will specifically talk about what I liked, what I would do differently if I 
could do it over again. I’ll explain why I didn’t do a PhD or MD, but did my MBA instead. 
Come listen to how my scientific college education influenced and prepared me for my 
career and how my scientific education supports my business career and current job. 
 



 

 Event Planning: Kim Desto                    A10 

A communications major and graduate from Boston College, Kim Desto has been an 
Event Planner at New Balance for the past 13 years.  Kim began her professional 
career working in Marketing for the Boston Bruins before moving over to New 
Balance where she has been ever since. She also has a passion for sports and fitness 
and will be heading into her 7th season as a varsity field hockey coach (5rd at Weston 
High School.) 
 

Entrepreneurship/Finance: Susan Dahl      A8 

Susan is an accomplished executive with over 20 years of experience in financial services 
and a proven record of success navigating and advancing change. Her experience 
includes both public and private companies, high growth and turn-around situations, 
with most recent roles as CEO and CIO. In these roles strong leadership skills have helped 
her succeed in promoting a forward-thinking vision, which she shares in her talk for TEDx 
Beacon Street. “Battle tested” insights from years as a portfolio manager of institutional 
and endowment assets have been essential ingredients in the development of the highly 
successful, process driven approach utilize in the management of assets and financial 
strategy for both domestic and international clients. Her hands-on investment experience 
spans asset classes from emerging markets to structured fixed income to currencies to 
U.S. equities and has a breadth that is rare in this industry. This, in combination with years 
of research in fields outside of finance, inform an interesting new perspective on where 
success begins. Susan is a champion of simplicity and purpose as roads to success and is 
a wonderful example of female leadership, innovation and entrepreneurship in the 
financial services industry. 
 
 
Entrepreneur/3D Printing: Karlo Delo Reyes      A9 

Pharmacist: Saad Dinno         A11 

Saad Dinno is a registered pharmacist and co-owner of Acton Pharmacy, West 
Concord Pharmacy and Keyes Drugs with his brother Raied Dinno. In this role, he 
manages the day-to-day operations of each full-service pharmacy and ensures the 
highest standard of quality for all customers. As a pharmacist, Saad’s top priority is 
providing high quality care to patients. He is responsible for dispensing medications 
and also educating patients on the use of their prescription medications and other 
health concerns. Saad is a compounding pharmacist, which means that he custom 
prepares drugs based on the individual needs of patients. This is very important for 
patients who have an allergy, cannot swallow pills, or need a specific dose of a 
medication that’s not commercially available. For example, Saad can compound a 
medication into a liquid format which makes it easy for an infant or toddler to 
swallow. Saad received his Bachelor of Science degree in pharmacy from the 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences. Saad is a graduate of 
Weston High School. 
 

Karlo Delos Reyes is the Director of Business Development and co-founder of Fortify, 
an advanced manufacturing company specializing in the additive manufacturing of 
high performance composites.  Karlo received his Bachelors Degree at the University 
of California, San Diego, majoring in both Chemical Engineering and Cell Biology.  
He then proceeded to work at the Genomics Institute of the Novartis Research 
Foundation, prior to pursuing his PhD in Chemical Engineering at Northeastern 
University in Boston. 



 

Engineer:  Stephen Fogg          A13 

Higher Education: Jen Gala      A15   
    
Jennifer Gala is Associate Director of Operations and Program Delivery for 
Harvard Graduate School of Design’s department of Executive Education 
and International Programs. She has served at Harvard University for almost 20 
years, working in executive education and international development 
departments. She has worked with professors, architects, and public officials 
including prime ministers, generals and mayors, from at all levels of 
government from US and abroad. Jennifer’s brief presentation will talk about 
what a liberal arts degree can do with the hopes of exposing students to new 
topics and careers, and the skills and training associated with those fields. 
Sample topics and majors to explore are anthropology, archaeology, history, 
communications, economics, architecture, design, urban planning, 
international development, international relations, among others. 
 

Genomics is the study of the genome.  My career specifically has been dedicated to 
the study of the human genome and how we can learn about risk and protection of 
disease by studying the differences in our genomes.  Now is an incredibly exciting 
time in genomics, given the enormous advance of DNA sequencing 
technology.  Sequencing the first human genome took over a decade and cost 
$100M.  Today, my lab (one of the largest DNA sequencing centers in the world) can 
sequence a genome for $1,000 and we produce one genome every 10 minutes.  This 
ability will ultimately have major impact on healthcare. My lab is located at the 
Broad Institute at Harvard and MIT in Cambridge.  I have worked at the Institute since 
obtaining my PhD in Human Genetics.   I will discuss a synopsis of DNA sequencing 
and application to human disease studies, and the path from college to graduate 
school (and beyond!). 
 
 

Pediatrics:  Elisabeth Di Pietro           A12 

I will speak about what led to my decision to attend medical school.  I will 
also review my career path including pediatric residency training and my 
current job as a pediatrician at Hyde Park Pediatrics, a private group 
pediatric practice in Boston/Milton. 
 

 
Stephen Fogg, Town Engineer for the Town of Weston for 17 years, will talk about our 
town from the underground up.  Starting with the pipes and systems that make things 
work for us, like drinking water to our homes, storm drainage to keep our 
neighborhoods from flooding, to the roads that get us from place to place, he will 
cover the responsibilities of the civil engineering function in the Town.  The role of civil 
engineers throughout the world will also be discussed, including transportation, 
structural and environmental engineering.  If you are interested in becoming part of 
a truly noble profession, then this is the talk for you. 

 
 Human Genetics and Genomics:  Stacey Gabriel    A14 



 

Microbiology/Immunology: Rodrigo Gonzalez    A16 

Every day, pathogens (viruses, bacteria, fungi, and parasites) interact with our body. 
Most of the time, our immune system is able to control and eliminate them. However, 
sometimes pathogens are able to enter the body and spread into different organs. 
Microbial pathogenesis is the branch of microbiology that studies how a pathogen 
can overcome the immune system and cause disease. Within the microbial 
pathogenesis field, there are many tools to study and understand how our body and 
the pathogens that make it sick interact. One of these tools is fluorescence 
microscopy imaging. With this technology, we can observe the components that 
integrate the immune system, such as immune cells, lymphatic vessels, etc. More 
importantly, we can observe how specific components of the immune system fight 
pathogens (or fail to do so). In this talk, I will discuss the field of microbial 
pathogenesis, how the immune system works, how we use fluorescence microscopy 
to learn more about pathogens and disease, and what a career as a scientist to 
study pathogens is like.   
 
 CEO Slade Gorton: Kim Gorton    A17 

Wondering where your food comes from? Do you have a future opportunity or interest in 
a family business or business in general? Is a dynamic global industry something you are 
curious about or find intriguing as you think about your future?  I am a female CEO of a 
large, 3rd generation family business operating in the seafood industry. My career path 
has not been typical, but has been incredibly rewarding .The journey seafood takes from 
the depths of the world’s oceans to our table is a complex and exciting tale – a little 
crazy, a little scary, fun and risky, yet humbling. Managing this complexity is what my 
company does best and leading a passionate group of people from all over the world is 
what I do every day.   I plan to share a few key insights from my experience: 

1. How my college and graduate school experiences prepared me (or not) for my 
career 

2. Learning a business from the bottom up 
3. What has most contributed to my success 
4. Things I wish I’d done a bit differently 

 
Kim holds a B.A. from Colby College and a M.B.A. from Harvard Business School. She lives 
in Weston, Massachusetts with her three children. 
 

Real Estate Historic Restoration: Russ Haims       A18 

Russ Haims has been revitalizing neighborhoods since 1985. He purchased his first 
multifamily property in Fitchburg, MA, at the age of 24. By 1990, he had amassed an 
additional 150 units of affordable housing. After the 1989 real estate crash, he 
negotiated the sale of the majority of his assets, avoiding foreclosure and 
bankruptcy. He leveraged those lessons learned, and emerged with a clearer 
understanding of the risks associated with debt in an ever-changing real estate 
market. Russ found his niche in the student rental market in Worcester. In the early 
2000s he started targeting distressed properties in Clark University’s Main South 
neighborhood and has replicated that model to additionally serve students from 
Becker College, WPI, and MCPHS . He consistently repositions the most distressed real 
estate into key properties for neighborhood revitalization. He has renovated over 500 
units in his career, all without public funding or grants. He specializes in restoring 
historic properties and is the recipient of the 2005 and 2011 Silver Hammer Award, 
which recognize a historically significant restoration project that has an extraordinary 
impact on the community. 
 
 



 

Banking: Scott Harrison        A20 

They say there is more than one road that leads to Rome and the story of how Scott 
became the Senior Vice President and head of retail banking for Massachusetts is an 
interesting one. Before spending 15 years in the finance industry, Scott began 
working as a cast member at Disney World in Orlando Florida. The knowledge and 
experience he gained from working in the hospitality industry helped him get to 
where he is today. Scott will share his experiences on the paths he took to where he 
is today and talk about the fact that where you start off isn’t where you may end up 
but the learning experiences you gain early in your career will help you become 
more successful in the future! 
 Marketing: Bill Heslam         A21 

"From Math Major to Beer Executive” 
 
My presentation will begin with a discussion of my unique career path from being a 
math major at Middlebury College to becoming part owner of Narragansett Beer.  I 
will focus on specific events that shaped my career path and the many peaks and 
valleys I have navigated along the way.  Discussion topics will include work/life 
balance as well as leveraging strengths and passions to pursue your goals.  Beer 
anyone? 
 
 Finance and Law: Shar Heslam       A22 

Shar Heslam joined Berkshire Partners in 2006 and became a Managing Director in 
2011. Shar oversees legal matters relating to Berkshire’s investment activities and 
operations. Shar’s primary Berkshire involvement includes portfolio company 
acquisitions and dispositions, as well as fund formation, compliance and other 
general corporate matters for the firm. Prior to Berkshire, Shar was a Corporate 
Partner in the Boston office of Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP where she represented 
leading private equity firms and both private and public companies in a wide variety 
of transactions. Shar received a B.A. from Cornell University and a J.D. from Harvard 
Law Schoo. Shar is a member of the National Board of Directors of Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of America and Chairs its Chapter Performance Committee. She is also a 
member of President’s Council of Cornell Women. Shar, her husband Bill, and their 
three daughters enjoy snow skiing, summer weekends at the Cape, and family 
“mystery rides.” 
 
 

Dentist: Jeffery Harrison        A19 

Dr. Jeffrey A. Harrison is a Dentist specializing in Prosthodontics and Implant Dentistry and 
has been in private practice for 30 years. Having obtained his B.S. in Pharmacy from the 
University of Rhode Iland in 1982, he then received his dental training from Tufts University 
School of Dental Medicine in 1986. He was elected into OKU Dental Honor Society upon 
graduation. In 1987, he completed a General Practice Residency Program at the Buffalo 
VA Hospital. He then completed his specialty training in Combined Prosthodontics from 
both Harvard University and the VA Outpatient Clinic in Boston, Massachusetts in 1989. 
He is a past clinical professor of Restorative Dentistry and at Tufts Dental School and his 
office was a clinical site for Boston University School of Dentistry for 20 years. Dr. Harrison is 
an active member of the American College of Prosthodontics, the Academy of Implant 
Dentistry and the Massachusetts Dental Society. 
 



 

Nonprofit Executive: Letitia Howland       A23 

Inspired by the movie Boyz n the Hood, I began to consider whether my corporate 
career was the direction that I wanted to take for the remainder of my career.  After 
additional and varied positions with GE around the world, and after several pieces 
fell into place, I was ready to make the move into the non-profit world.  I chose to 
specifically focus on working with the teenage population. My transition began with 
a volunteer year in New York City working with homeless 18-21year olds.  Following 
that experience, a move back to Boston, and some significant networking, I was 
hired by RFK Children’s Action Corps, a non profit, non-partisan child welfare and 
juvenile justice organization.  Since then I have been fortunate enough to be 
involved in our transformation and new strategic direction from numerous angles. 
There is not a work day that goes by on which I don’t blend my GE experience with 
my passion for helping kids in need.  I hope to share with students that non profit 
organizations are businesses like any other and need talent focused on advancing 
efforts to change their piece of the world. 
 

Law: Robert Josephs        A25 

Environmental: Elise Jakabhazy      A24 

Each year, more than 20,000 emergencies involving the release of oil and hazardous 
substances are reported in the United States. EPA Federal On-Scene Coordinators 
manage and implement a wide range of activities to ensure that adequate and 
timely response measures are taken in communities affected by hazardous 
substances and oil releases. EPA conducts time-critical removal actions when 
necessary to protect human health and the environment by either funding response 
actions directly or overseeing and enforcing actions conducted by potentially 
responsible parties. Using your engineering degree to improve the environment is a 
rewarding career in and of itself; but mastering those skills so that you can protect 
human health and the environment during emergencies is as much of an art as it is a 
science. The role of an EPA Federal On-Scene Coordinators is an exciting career that 
combines a unique mix of science/engineering. Technology, social and interpersonal 
skills, media-savvy, and the ability to think quickly and decisively. 
 

I am a consumer bankruptcy attorney.  My job revolves around consulting 
with clients concerning financial difficulties.  In some cases, I work out 
repayment plans with my clients’ creditors or lump sum settlements.  However, 
in most cases, I file bankruptcy petitions for my clients in order to discharge 
most of my clients’ debts.  When a client files bankruptcy the Bankruptcy 
Court orders an Automatic Stay that prohibits creditors from continuing with 
collection activity. In some cases, I pursue creditors or collection agencies for 
violating the law. Collection agencies frequently violate federal law under 
the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act. 
 



 

3D Printing STEM: Joshua Martin       A28 

Joshua Martin invented the fluxprint process and started 3DFortify during his 
PhD work at Northeastern University. 3DFortify specializes in high-performance 
3D printed composite materials. He is honored to have the opportunity to 
pursue the technology under an NSF GRFP award, and is passionate about 
bringing the technology to fruition in an entrepreneurial environment. Josh is 
currently the CEO of 3DFortify. He holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from 
the University of Delaware, and is a PhD Candidate in Materials Science at 
Northeastern University. In his spare time, Josh is an avid rock climber and 
aspiring chess player. 
 

Acting/Modeling: Cindy Lentol       A27 

Cindy Lentol has been acting and modeling professionally for over 20 years. 
She has appeared in dozens of films, TV shows, commercials, print campaigns, 
industrial videos, and as well as commercial voice-overs promoting everything 
from coffee, donuts, wigs, tennis shoes, cars, state lotteries, restaurants and 
cranberry juice. Her presentation will focus on how to get started in the 
business of modeling, continue working professionally and some of the truths 
and myths of a career in the spotlight. 
 

Medical Surgery: Dicken Ko        A26 

For over a century, scientists and medical professionals have been working on 
tissue replacement for patients with irreversible organ damage. This multi-
media presentation contains a brief history of transplantation and a 10- 
minute (edited) video of a kidney transplant procedure recently performed 
at the Massachusetts General Hospital. I will be narrating the video to 
highlight all the steps in a kidney transplant operation that is commonly 
performed today. The aim of this presentation is to highlight the tremendous 
combined multidisciplinary progress of science, medicine, and surgery in 
today’s complex world. 
 



 

Social Innovation and Philanthropy: Gene Miller    A29 

Gene Miller is a Senior Fellow in Social Innovation for the Lewis Institute at 
Babson College and authors the Lewis Institute @ Babson blog series Insights 
From The Inside, which addresses how to build social enterprises.  Ms. Miller 
previously served as Executive Director of Fuel Education (Inversant) having 
joined that organization at its founding as chief operating officer.  FUEL 
defined a new market segment in college access for underserved families, for 
which it has been recognized with multiple innovation awards. In her earlier 
career she was Executive Vice President of Sterling Bank, a successful 
financial institution turnaround.  She serves on the boards of The Clipper Ship 
Foundation and the Planning Office of Urban Affairs (Boston) and also was 
recently elected Trustee Emerita of Newton Wellesley Hospital, where she 
previously served as a 10 year Trustee during a renaissance out of a 
challenging era. 
 

Software/Internet/App: Craig Powell      A31 

This presentation will focus on the indirect line of Craig’s career path having 
come from a small town in Missouri, to West Point, to Brown University, to Wall 
Street, to having started his first company, at age 23, up to his current role as 
the President and CEO of Motus and the lessons learned along the way with 
respect to life, business, and career exploration.  If you have an 
entrepreneurial bent, are an athlete, like to break rules, believe in challenging 
the status quo, or simply haven’t ever met someone from Missouri … this will 
be a good session for you. 
 
 

Acting: Alyson Muzila        A30 
 

Alyson Muzila has been active in Boston’s acting scene for the last three years. She 
ha s le a rne d  the  rope s of the  ind ustry by working  with loc a l c a sting  a ge nc ie s a nd  
a re a  a c ting  c oa c he s. Alyson ha s booke d  nume rous c omme rc ia l jobs a nd  
ba c kground  work on five  fe a ture  films a nd  nume rous stud e nt films. She  ha s p la ye d  
in loc a l sta ge  p rod uc tions a nd  a c tive ly a ud itions for ne w role s. 
 



 

Event Planning: Dusty Rhodes       A32 

Dusty Rhodes is the founder and President of Conventures, which is a large 
Special Event, Marketing and Communications company. Headquartered in 
Boston, Conventures is the largest special event company in New England, 
and has produced over 5,000 events across the country. Conventures has 
produced events in the world of sports, hospitality, finance, academia and 
non-profit. Founded over 37 years ago, Conventures has produced the Tall 
Ships events in Boston, World Cup Soccer Games, the Bicentennial of the USS 
Constitution, Boston Pops Concerts and many other colorful and original 
events. Conventures also serves as a full-service Public Relations and 
Communications company specializing in the hospitality industry. Dusty 
Rhodes is the current CEO and lives in Weston.  
 

Athletic Training: Andrew Rizza       A33 

Athletic Training is an allied health care profession that works directly with 
athletes to provide emergency care, evaluation of orthopedic injuries, 
management of sports-related concussions, rehabilitation of athletic injuries, 
nutritional intervention and psychology. Andrew Rizza is a licensed and 
certified Athletic Trainer who has worked in all levels of athletics and private 
practice for 17 years. He will share some details and stories from his career. 
 

Technology: Gordon Russell        A34 

Gordon Russell's last real job was working in the cafeteria cleaning dishes as 
a freshman at Hobart College. His previous job scooping ice cream and 
working in the kitchen at Buttrick's Restaurant in Weston Center had given 
him a solid foundation in the industry. While in college he started his first 
business, a transportation company, with seed capital from a government 
backed student loan. 17 years later he sold that business and tried his hand 
at fashion retailing - opening the first in the nation Lilly Pulitzer Store on 
Nantucket Island. After another 17 years (is this a pattern?) he has launched 
a cloud software startup called Springboard Retail which now powers about 
2000 retail sites across North America. Lilly Pulitzer is one of a handful of 
national brands that are current clients of Springboard. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Town Manager: Donna Vanderclock      A37 

Local Government Management:  The Hottest Career You’ve Probably Never Heard 
Of! Police, fire, library, recreation, road maintenance, land use oversight – these are 
some of the services provided by local government. You can be part of making a 
community a better place in which to live.  Local government managers – a Town 
Manager in Weston - are professionals who are appointed to work with resident 
volunteers to oversee the provision of all these important services that make a 
difference in your lives.  What makes a career as a local government manager so 
hot?  The baby boomers are retiring, and there will be lots of vacancies for young 
people looking to get into the profession.  This relatively unknown field is wide open 
to young people who want to contribute to the future success of their communities. 
 

Sponsorship and Marketing: T.K. Skendarian    A35 

As the Director of Communications for the Boston Marathon and the Boston 
Athletic Association, I have a busy schedule. I direct our media staff to help 
manage our website, advertising, social media, mobile app, general media 
relations, our printed material. I'm generally responsible for our voice 
throughout the year, including on the days of our events, in which millions of 
people are paying attention. My job is to not only uphold the relationships 
with the media and the public that support us, but to also build and grow our 
organization and our event in many ways that will keep our race appealing 
to thousands of runners for many years to come. I help our organization make 
sure the next Boston Marathon is the best one yet, and that our event, our 
city, and our sport, put on an amazing show for the world to see. 
 
Technology/Software: Christina Van Houten    A36 

The technology industry has evolved into one of the most important and fastest 
growing sectors in the US and globally.  Within the sector, there are a myriad of roles 
and career paths to consider, from hard-core engineering to less technical business 
roles, to back office functions that keep organizations running. While there are many 
engineers, mathematicians, and physicists in tech, there are even more that have 
never written a line of code or are more liberal artsy than STEM, serving other critical 
functions. 
 
So, what does that continuum of roles and firms look like that you might consider? 
How can you best assess what might be most interesting given your unique interests 
and abilities? Can you work in technology if you’re not technical? What is the typical 
career path of those that have really made it in tech? 
 
Christina Van Houten will address these and other questions in her session. A 20-year 
veteran of the technology industry, Christina leads up Strategy & Product 
Management for Infor, a $3B company based in New York with 14,000-employees 
and nearly 100,000 customers in every major country around the world. Prior to 
joining Infor in 2011, Christina worked for two of the world’s largest tech firms—Oracle 
and IBM—and two successful smaller companies that were acquired by them. 
 
 
 



 

Physicist:  Peter Weichman       A38 

I am a research physicist working in the U.S. national defense area, mostly on 
topics related to advanced remote sensing, including aircraft radar and 
submarine sonar, but also on topics of humanitarian interest, such as 
landmine and other buried hazard detection.  I have also worked in a 
number of more academic areas, including low temperature physics, fluid 
turbulence, and geophysical fluid dynamics. The aim of my presentation will 
be to explain how scientists think, use their physical intuition to ask the right 
questions, and to guide their search for answers to sometimes very difficult 
problems -- I like to characterize this as gaining intuition through dimensional 
analysis, educated guesswork, and white lies. I will illustrate the process using 
examples from my own work:  (1) Landmine and unexploded ordnance 
detection -- how do really good metal detectors work?  (2) Magnetic 
resonance dowsing -- using magnetic resonance imaging to detect 
groundwater. (3) Science in space -- some observations on cost and benefits 
of human and robotic exploration of, and research in, space, including 
orbital observations of Earth's climate dynamics.  
 



 

 

B BLOCK SPEAKER LIST 
FRESHMEN LUNCH BLOCK 

Below is a list of speakers that will present during B block. 
 

 
 
 

B1  Abrams, Charlie  Entrepreneurship and Manufacturing  
     B2  Aghajanian, Michael   Technology  

B3  Bairstow, Todd               Internet Marketing  
B4  Barker, Robert    Drug Discovery 
B5  Bass, Ilya    Software/Coding  
B6  Been, Kees    Molecular Biology  
B7  Clark, Jane    Nonprofit 
B8  Cort, Glenn    Modular Construction/Business 
B9  Dahl, Susan   Asset Management/Entrepreneurship 
B10 Delo Reyes, Karlo   Entrepreneur 3D Printing 
B11 Desto, Kim    Event Planning  
B12 Dinno, Saad   Pharmacist 
B13 Di Pietro, Elisabeth   Pediatrician 
B14 Fierabend, Christian  Law Enforcement  
B15 Gabriel, Stacey   Human Genetics and Genomics  
B16 Gala, Jen    Higher Education 
B17 Garofalo, Arthur   Finance   
B18 Gonzalez, Rodrigo    Microbiology/Immunology 
B19 Gorton, Kim   Business 
B20 Haims, Russ    Real Estate – Historic Restoration 

 
 
B21 Harrison, Jeffery    Dentist  
B22 Harrison, Scott   Banking  
B23 Heslam, Bill  Marketing  
B24 Heslam, Shar   Finance  
B25 Howland, Letitia   Non-profit Executive  
B26 Jakabhazy, Elise   Environmental  
B27 Josephs, Robert   Law  
B28 Kerr, Cardell      Computer Gaming  
B29 Lentol, Cindy   Acting/Modeling 
B30 Martin, Joshua  3D Printing STEM  
B31 Miller, Gene   Social Innovation/Philanthropy 
B32 Muzila, Alyson  Acting  
B33 Powell, Craig   Software/Internet App 
B34 Rhodes, Dusty  Event Planning   
B35 Rizza, Andrew   Athletic Training  
B36 Russell, Gordon   Tech 
B37 Skendarian, T.K.  Sponsorship and Marketing 
B38 Suri, Lokesh   Orthodontia   
B39 Van Houten, Christina Technology/Software  
B40 Vanderclock, Donna  Town Manager  

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
B BLOCK SPEAKERS 10:30 – 11:10  

 

Technology and Entrepreneurship:  Michael Aghajanian      B2 
 
Michael started working 2 jobs, pumping gas and teaching sailing at the age of 14 
and has taking his passion of sailing into a career he lovesHear him talk about how 
he uses opportunities to accomplish his goals. His career as President of Boston 
Outdoor Recreation, Inc. is his passion. He started sailing at age ten and now has 
built one of the largest sailing/kayaking businesses that employs 150 high 
school/college students, has seven sites in the Boston area, five sites in Washington, 
D.C., two sites in Florida and puts over 150,000 people on the water. Hear him talk 
about starting, managing and growing a recreational business.  
 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP:  CHARLIE ABRAMS      B1 

Mr. Abrams, 47, is Chief Executive Officer of Dela Incorporated.  Dela is an industry 
leader in textile laminations and foam components for the medical, footwear, 
packaging, consumer goods, automotive and industrial sectors.  Additionally, Mr. 
Abrams is the Managing Principal of Abrams Family LLC, a real estate investment 
business, which owns, manages and develops more than 580,000 square feet of 
commercial real estate. 

From 1996 to 1997, Mr. Abrams served as an Assistant Vice President with The CIT Group 
/ Business Credit, an industry leader in commercial lending.  While with CIT, Mr. Abrams 
managed a $200 million portfolio of borrowers and structured, documented and 
negotiated asset based transactions in a variety of industries including retail, 
manufacturing and distribution.  He was also responsible for syndicating transactions 
and developing relationships with other financial institutions. 

Prior to CIT, Mr. Abrams began his career as an Analyst with GE Capital’s Corporate 
Finance Group.  In 1993 he joined GE Capital’s Commercial Finance Group as an 
Investment Analyst and in 1994 was promoted to Senior Analyst and Team 
Leader.  During his Tenure with GE Capital, Mr. Abrams was responsible for managing 
teams of up to eight analysts, performing due diligence analysis of potential and 
existing financings to determine the target company's present financial condition, 
asset value, and ability to meet future debt obligations. 

 

Internet marketing and Entrepreneurship: Todd Bairstow   B3  

Want to be the man, instead of working for him? Want to be your own boss 
someday? Then consider a career in entrepreneurship, running a business that you 
create and manage. Entrepreneurs take big risks, but can also reap big rewards. 
Whether you’re looking to be a one-man-band or to start the next Facebook, 
starting your own company is something anyone can do. In this session, you’ll see 
how entrepreneurs come up with their ideas, bring them along, then build a 
company around their unique vision. The speaker currently works at Key Word 
Connects. 
 



 

Drug Discover:  Robert Barker        B4 
 
Drug Discovery is the name for the process by which Biotech and 
Pharmaceutical companies initiate efforts to develop new therapies to treat 
disease.  
The goal of Drug Discovery is identification/optimization of an active 
therapeutic agent that can be developed into a drug. The Development 
process involves establishing that a proposed therapy is safe animal species 
commonly used for toxicology studies, can be manufactured successfully at 
commercial scale and is also safe in the target patient population. It is a 
“business” with extremely high failure rates (90% of projects fail), yet is 
tremendously satisfying for scientists who want to be “problem-solvers” with 
the potential for tremendous impact on patients in need. 
 

Software/Coding:  Ilya Bass       B5 

Software industry has been fueling the growth of US economy for decades, and 
continues to provide opportunity for innovation that helps improve lives of people in 
US and throughout the world. Software is everywhere, starting with our smartphones, 
TVs, cars, airplanes. Most of the products we use on daily basis could not exist or be 
produced without software. Facebook and Twitter help people organize for 
important social causes and even regime changes. Companies like Uber and Airbnb 
are in the process of redefining entire industries. Self-driving cars powered by 
software will change the way we commute. And these are just some of the 
examples of dramatic changes that software enables. So how is software made, and 
what are some of the different jobs that exist around this process? 
 

Molecular Biology:  Kees Been       B6   
   
I work at Lysosomal Therapeutics. I will talk about my education, career outline, and 
sequence of jobs. I will specifically talk about what I liked, what I would do differently, 
and if I could do it over again. I’ll explain why I didn’t do a PhD or MD, but did my MBA 
instead. Come listen to how my scientific college education influenced and prepared 
me for my career and how my scientific education supports my business career and 
current job. 
 

 



 

Entrepreneurship/Finance:  Susan Dahl     B9 

Susan is an accomplished executive with over 20 years of experience in financial services 
and a proven record of success navigating and advancing change. Her experience 
includes both public and private companies, high growth and turn-around situations, 
with most recent roles as CEO and CIO. In these roles strong leadership skills have helped 
her succeed in promoting a forward-thinking vision, which she shares in her talk for TEDx 
Beacon Street. “Battle tested” insights from years as a portfolio manager of institutional 
and endowment assets have been essential ingredients in the development of the highly 
successful, process driven approach utilize in the management of assets and financial 
strategy for both domestic and international clients. Her hands-on investment experience 
spans asset classes from emerging markets to structured fixed income to currencies to 
U.S. equities and has a breadth that is rare in this industry. This, in combination with years 
of research in fields outside of finance, inform an interesting new perspective on where 
success begins. Susan is a champion of simplicity and purpose as roads to success and is 
a wonderful example of female leadership, innovation and entrepreneurship in the 
financial services industry. 
: 

Non Profit:  Jane Clark        B7 

How about a career in nonprofit and philanthropy management! With paid work, 
help run the back office of a public charity or private foundation that caters to your 
passions or desire for service. Or, choose work in their development (fundraising)arm 
that requires knowledge of event planning, manners, and dressing well, while you 
importantly study the mission of your nonprofit and serve as it's bloodline, delivering 
its message to potential donors. I am the Executive Director of a midsized small 
private foundation. I work almost entirely from home except for advisor and grantee 
meetings, conferences, and events. I monitor our investments and bank account 
and by-laws, oversee production of quarterly reports and gather all the information 
necessary to get our private foundation tax return, done each November. I plan and 
chair all board meetings, diligence and correspond with our 40 or so grantees, and 
write the checks and monitor compliance, keeping up with the annual changes in 
Federal and State laws. I work with our specialist accountant and lawyer, our 
investment advisor, staff of our grantees and potential grantees, and advise and 
report to our board. This will never make me a millionaire but, I have a fantastic 
lifestyle, and --to a certain extent-- lifetime job security. I learned this job the hard 
way – all by myself--but nowadays it is a lot easier to get going.  
 

Modular Construction: Glenn Cort      B8 

A former Attorney (Boston University Law 90), Glenn has spent the last 15 years in the 
modular industry and is currently Executive Vice President of Triumph Modular Inc.  
Triumph operates in two divisions, one that serves the temporary market and one 
that “design builds” complex and custom permanent commercial buildings.  As such 
Glenn brings a broad experience in many of the challenges faced by today’s 
“modular building” companies. Glenn’s focus has been on communication 
strategies and preconstruction techniques which form healthy foundations for 
successful projects.  He is a LEED AP who enjoys an active curriculum in sustainable 
architecture and building science. 
 



 

Pharmacist: Saad Dinno        B12 

Saad Dinno is a registered pharmacist and co-owner of Acton Pharmacy, West 
Concord Pharmacy and Keyes Drugs with his brother Raied Dinno. In this role, he 
manages the day-to-day operations of each full service pharmacy and ensures the 
highest standard of quality for all customers. As a pharmacist, Saad’s top priority is 
providing high quality care to patients. He is responsible for dispensing medications 
and also educating patients on the use of their prescription medications and other 
health concerns. Saad is a compounding pharmacist, which means that he custom 
prepares drugs based on the individual needs of patients. This is very important for 
patients who have an allergy, cannot swallow pills or need a specific dose of a 
medication that’s not commercially available. For example, Saad can compound a 
medication into a liquid format which makes it easy for an infant or toddler to 
swallow. Saad received his Bachelor of Science degree in pharmacy from the 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences. Saad is a graduate of 
Weston High School. 
 

Entrepreneurship/3d Printing: Karlo Delo Reyes    B10 

Karlo Delos Reyes is the Director of Business Development and co-founder of Fortify, 
an advanced manufacturing company specializing in the additive manufacturing of 
high performance composites. Karlo received his Bachelor’s Degree at the University 
of California, San Diego, majoring in both Chemical Engineering and Cell Biology. He 
then proceeded to work at the Genomics Institute of the Novartis Research 
Foundation, prior to pursuing his PhD in Chemical Engineering at Northeastern 
University in Boston. 
 

Event Planning:  Kim Desto       B11 

A communications major and graduate from Boston College, Kim Desto has been 
an Event Planner at New Balance for the past 13 years.  Kim began her professional 
career working in Marketing for the Boston Bruins before moving over to New 
Balance where she has been ever since. She also has a passion for sports and fitness 
and will be heading into her 7th season as a varsity field hockey coach (5rd at Weston 
High School.) 
 

Pediatrics:  Elisabeth DiPietro       B13 

I will speak about what led to my decision to attend medical school.  I will 
also review my career path including pediatric residency training and my 
current job as a pediatrician at Hyde Park Pediatrics, a private group 
pediatric practice in Boston/Milton. 
 



 

Human Genetics and Genomics:  Stacey Gabriel    B15 

Genomics is the study of the genome.  My career specifically has been dedicated 
to the study of the human genome and how we can learn about risk and protection 
of disease by studying the differences in our genomes.  Now is an incredibly exciting 
time in genomics, given the enormous advance of DNA sequencing 
technology.  Sequencing the first human genome took over a decade and cost 
$100M.  Today, my lab (one of the largest DNA sequencing centers in the world) can 
sequence a genome for $1,000 and we produce one genome every 10 
minutes.  This ability will ultimately have major impact on healthcare. My lab is 
located at the Broad Institute at Harvard and MIT in Cambridge.  I have worked at 
the Institute since obtaining my PhD in Human Genetics.   I will discuss a synopsis of 
DNA sequencing and application to human disease studies, and the path from 
college to graduate school (and beyond!). 
 

Law Enforcement:  Christian Fierabend     B14 

The speaker is a Special Agent with the FBI, currently assigned to the Boston 
Division. The Agent’s presentation will focus on the job requirements, daily 
responsibilities and the FBI’s mission.  
 

Higher Education:  Jennifer Gala      B16 

Jennifer Gala is Associate Director of Operations and Program Delivery for 
Harvard Graduate School of Design’s department of Executive Education 
and International Programs. She has served at Harvard University for almost 20 
years, working in executive education and international development 
departments. She has worked with professors, architects, and public officials 
including prime ministers, generals and mayors, from at all levels of 
government from US and abroad. Jennifer’s brief presentation will talk about 
what a liberal arts degree can do with the hopes of exposing students to new 
topics and careers, and the skills and training associated with those fields. 
Sample topics and majors to explore are anthropology, archaeology, history, 
communications, economics, architecture, design, urban planning, 
international development, international relations, among others. 
 



 

Finance:  Art Garofalo        B17 

Born and raised in the South Bronx by immigrant parents. I attended Manhattan College 
where I got a degree in Electrical Engineering. After graduation, I attended evening 
sessions at Pace University’s Wall St location where I received an MBA in Marketing. 

Even while attending engineering school I realized my interest was more in the business 
side of technology rather than the technology itself. My first job was as a project 
manager for a hitech hardware company. As I moved up the chain of command, I 
became most interested in dealing with the customer business issues for which I seemed 
to have a knack.  

Over the years the companies for which I was head of sales grew and we were able to 
finance and then eventually take these companies public. During these processes of 
growth, I was able to be part of the various stages of companies’ funding and decided 
when the time was right that I would become part of that business…. what better 
product to have than $ itself! Over the past 18 years I have been in the finance industry 
from investing in companies to managing individuals’ money….. and so that’s how I am 
in the investment business today.   

 Microbiology/Immunology:  Rodrigo Gonzalez    B18 

Every day, pathogens (viruses, bacteria, fungi, and parasites) interact with our body. 
Most of the time, our immune system is able to control and eliminate them. However, 
sometimes pathogens are able to enter the body and spread into different organs. 
Microbial pathogenesis is the branch of microbiology that studies how a pathogen can 
overcome the immune system and cause disease. Within the microbial pathogenesis 
field, there are many tools to study and understand how our body and the pathogens 
that make it sick interact. One of these tools is fluorescence microscopy imaging. With 
this technology, we can observe the components that integrate the immune system, 
such as immune cells, lymphatic vessels, etc. More importantly, we can observe how 
specific components of the immune system fight pathogens (or fail to do so). In this talk, I 
will discuss the field of microbial pathogenesis, how the immune system works, how we 
use fluorescence microscopy to learn more about pathogens and disease, and what a 
career as a scientist to study pathogens is like.   
 
 Business/Entrepreneurship:  Kim Gorton     B19 

Wondering where your food comes from? Do you have a future opportunity or 
interest in a family business or business in general? Is a dynamic global industry 
something you are curious about or find intriguing as you think about your future?  
I am a female CEO of a large, 3rd generation family business operating in the 
seafood industry. My career path has not been typical, but has been incredibly 
rewarding .The journey seafood takes from the depths of the world’s oceans to our 
table is a complex and exciting tale – a little crazy, a little scary, fun and risky, yet 
humbling. Managing this complexity is what my company does best and leading a 
passionate group of people from all over the world is what I do every day.   
I plan to share a few key insights from my experience: 

1. How my college and graduate school experiences prepared me (or not) for 
my career 

2. Learning a business from the bottom up 
3. What has most contributed to my success 
4. Things I wish I’d done a bit differently 

 



 

Dentist:  Jeffery Harrison        B21 

Dr. Jeffrey A. Harrison is a Dentist specializing in Prosthodontics and Implant Dentistry and 
has been in private practice for 30 years. Having obtained his B.S. in Pharmacy from the 
University of Rhode Island in 1982, he then received his dental training from Tufts 
University School of Dental Medicine in 1986. He was elected into OKU Dental Honor 
Society upon graduation. In 1987, he completed a General Practice Residency Program 
at the Buffalo VA Hospital. He then completed his specialty training in Combined 
Prosthodontics from both Harvard University and the VA Outpatient Clinic in Boston, 
Massachusetts in 1989. He is a past clinical professor of Restorative Dentistry and at Tufts 
Dental School and his office was a clinical site for Boston University School of Dentistry for 
20 years. Dr. Harrison is an active member of the American College of Prosthodontics, 
the Academy of Implant Dentistry and the Massachusetts Dental Society. 
 

Banking: Scott Harrison        B22 

They say there is more than one road that leads to Rome and the story of how Scott 
became the Senior Vice President and head of retail banking for Massachusetts is 
an interesting one. Before spending the last 15 years in the finance industry Scott 
began working as a cast member at Disney World in Orlando Florida. The knowledge 
and experience he gained from working in the hospitality industry helped him get to 
where he is today. Scott will share his experiences on the paths he took to where he 
is today and talk about the fact that where you start off isn’t where you may end up 
but the learning experiences you gain early in your career will help you become 
more successful in the future! 
 

Real Estate/Historic Restoration: Russ Haims     B20 

Russ Haims has been revitalizing neighborhoods since 1985. He purchased his first 
multifamily property in Fitchburg, MA, at the age of 24. By 1990, he had amassed an 
additional 150 units of affordable housing. After the 1989 real estate crash, he 
negotiated the sale of the majority of his assets, avoiding foreclosure and 
bankruptcy. He leveraged those lessons learned, and emerged with a clearer 
understanding of the risks associated with debt in an ever-changing real estate 
market. Russ found his niche in the student rental market in Worcester. In the early 
2000s he started targeting distressed properties in Clark University’s Main South 
neighborhood,  and has replicated that model to additionally serve students from 
Becker College, WPI, and MCPHS . He consistently repositions the most distressed real 
estate into key properties for neighborhood revitalization. He has renovated over 500 
units in his career, all without public funding or grants. He specializes in restoring 
historic properties and is the recipient of the 2005 and 2011 Silver Hammer Award, 
which recognize a historically significant restoration project that has an extraordinary 
impact on the community. 
 



 

Marketing:  Bill Heslam        B23 

"From Math Major to Beer Executive” 
 
Presentation will begin with a discussion of my unique career path from being a math 
major at Middlebury College to becoming part-owner of Narragansett Beer.  Will focus 
on specific events that shaped my career path and the many peaks and valleys I have 
navigated along the way.  Discussion topics will include work/life balance as well as 
leveraging strengths and passions to pursue your goals.  Beer anyone? 
 
Finance:  Shar Heslam        B24 

Shar Heslam joined Berkshire Partners in 2006 and became a Managing Director in 2011. 
Shar oversees legal matters relating to Berkshire’s investment activities and operations. 
Shar’s primary Berkshire involvement includes portfolio company acquisitions and 
dispositions, as well as fund formation, compliance and other general corporate matters 
for the firm. Prior Experience Prior to Berkshire, Shar was a Corporate Partner in the Boston 
office of Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP where she represented leading private equity firms 
and both private and public companies in a wide variety of transactions. Education B.A. 
from Cornell University J.D. from Harvard Law School Interests Shar is a member of the 
National Board of Directors of Make-A-Wish Foundation of America and Chairs its 
Chapter Performance Committee. She is also a member of President’s Council of Cornell 
Women.  
 
Non-Profit Executive:  Letitia Howland      B25 

Inspired by the movie Boyz n the Hood, I began to consider whether my corporate 
career was the direction that I wanted to take for the remainder of my career.  After 
additional and varied positions with GE around the world, and after several pieces fell 
into place, I was ready to make the move into the non-profit world.  I chose to 
specifically focus on working with the teenage population. My transition began with a 
volunteer year in New York City working with homeless 18-21 year olds.  Following that 
experience, a move back to Boston, and some significant networking, I was hired by RFK 
Children’s Action Corps, a non-profit, non-partisan child welfare and juvenile justice 
organization.  Since then I have been fortunate enough to be involved in our 
transformation and new strategic direction from numerous angles. There is not a work 
day that goes by on which I don’t blend my GE experience with my passion for helping 
kids in need.  I hope to share with students that non-profit organizations are businesses 
like any other and need talent focused on advancing efforts to change their piece of 
the world. 
 Environmental: Elise Jakabhazy      B26 

Each year, more than 20,000 emergencies involving the release of oil and hazardous 
substances are reported in the United States. EPA Federal On-Scene Coordinators 
manage and implement a wide range of activities to ensure that adequate and timely 
response measures are taken in communities affected by hazardous substances and oil 
releases. EPA conducts time-critical removal actions when necessary to protect human 
health and the environment by either funding response actions directly or overseeing 
and enforcing actions conducted by potentially responsible parties. Using your 
engineering degree to improve the environment is a rewarding career in and of itself; 
but mastering those skills so that you can protect human health and the environment 
during emergencies is as much of an art as it is a science. The role of an EPA Federal On-
Scene Coordinators is an exciting career that combines a unique mix of: 
science/engineering; technology; social and interpersonal skills; media-savvy; and the 
ability to think quickly and decisively. 
 
 



 

  

Computer Gaming:  Cardell Kerr      B28 

Who am I? - My name is Cardell Kerr, and I've been working in the Game 
Industry for ~17 years now.  During that time, I've worked with people who've 
made games like Magic the Gathering:Arena, Diablo (1+2), Counterstrike. 
etc.  My work history includes working on games such as Dungeons and 
Dragons Online, Lord of the Rings Online, and Infinite Crisis. 

 
What am I here to talk about - I'm here to talk about the games industry, how 
it works, what a typical project is like, and the skills you will likely need to 
learn/master in order to be successful in it. 
 
 

3D Printing/STEM:  Josh Martin       B30 

Joshua Martin invented the fluxprint process and started 3DFortify during his 
PhD work at Northeastern University. 3DFortify specializes in high-performance 
3D printed composite materials. He is honored to have the opportunity to 
pursue the technology under an NSF GRFP award, and is passionate about 
bringing the technology to fruition in an entrepreneurial environment. Josh is 
currently the CEO of 3DFortify. He holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from 
the University of Delaware, and is a PhD Candidate in Materials Science at 
Northeastern University. In his spare time, Josh is an avid rock climber and 
aspiring chess player. 

 
 

Law:  Robert Josephs        B27 

I am a consumer bankruptcy attorney.  My job revolves around consulting 
with clients concerning financial difficulties.  In some cases, I work out 
repayment plans with my clients’ creditors or lump sum settlements.  
However, in most cases, I file bankruptcy petitions for my clients in order to 
discharge most of my clients’ debts.  When a client files bankruptcy the 
Bankruptcy Court orders an Automatic Stay that prohibits creditors from 
continuing with collection activity. In some cases, cases I pursue creditors or 
collection agencies for violating the law. Collection agencies frequently 
violate federal law under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act. 
 

Acting:  Cindy Lentol        B29 

Cindy Lentol has been acting and modeling professionally for over 20 years. 
She has appeared in dozens of films, TV shows, commercials, print 
campaigns, industrial videos, and as well as commercial voice-overs 
promoting everything from coffee, donuts, wigs, tennis shoes, cars, state 
lotteries, restaurants and cranberry juice. Her presentation will focus on how 
to get started in the business of modeling, continue working professionally 
and some of the truths and myths of a career in the spotlight. 
 
 



 

 

Social Innovation and Philanthropy:  Gene Miller    B31 

Gene Miller is a Senior Fellow in Social Innovation for the Lewis Institute at 
Babson College and authors the Lewis Institute @ Babson blog series Insights 
From The Inside, which addresses how to build social enterprises.  Ms. Miller 
previously served as Executive Director of Fuel Education (Inversant) having 
joined that organization at its founding as chief operating officer.  FUEL 
defined a new market segment in college access for underserved families, for 
which it has been recognized with multiple innovation awards. In her earlier 
career she was Executive Vice President of Sterling Bank, a successful 
financial institution turnaround.  She serves on the boards of The Clipper Ship 
Foundation and the Planning Office of Urban Affairs (Boston) and also was 
recently elected Trustee Emerita of Newton Wellesley Hospital, where she 
previously served as a 10 year Trustee during a renaissance out of a 
challenging era. 
 

Software/Internet/App:  Craig Powell      B33 

This presentation will focus on the indirect line of Craig’s career path having 
come from a small town in Missouri, to West Point, to Brown University, to Wall 
Street, to having started his first company, at age 23, up to his current role as 
the President and CEO of Motus and the lessons learned along the way with 
respect to life, business, and career exploration.  If you have an 
entrepreneurial bent, are an athlete, like to break rules, believe in 
challenging the status quo, or simply haven’t ever met someone from Missouri 
… this will be a good session for you. 
 

Acting: Alyson Muzila        B32 
 

Alyson Muzila has been active in Boston’s acting scene for the last three 
years. She has learned the ropes of the industry by working with local casting 
agencies and area acting coaches. Alyson has booked numerous 
commercial jobs and background work on five feature films and numerous 
student films. She has played in local stage productions and actively 
auditions for new roles. 
 
 



 

 

Athletic Training:  Andrew Rizza      B35 

Athletic Training is an allied health care profession that works directly with athletes to 
provide emergency care, evaluation of orthopedic injuries, management of sports-
related concussions, rehabilitation of athletic injuries, nutritional intervention and 
psychology. Andrew Rizza is a licensed and certified Athletic Trainer who has worked 
in all levels of athletics and private practice for 17 years. He will share some details 
and stories from his career. 
 

Sponsorship and Marketing:  T.K. Skendarian    B37 

Event Planning:  Dusty Rhodes       B34 

As the Director of Communications for the Boston Marathon and the Boston Athletic 
Association,  I have a busy schedule! I direct our media staff to help manage our 
website, advertising, social media, mobile app, general media relations, our printed 
material. I'm generally responsible for our voice throughout the year, including on 
the days of our events, in which millions of people are paying attention. My job is to 
not only uphold the relationships with the media and the public that support us, but 
to also build and grow our organization and our event in many ways that will keep 
our race appealing to thousands of runners for many years to come. I help our 
organization make sure the next Boston Marathon is the best one yet, and that our 
event, our city, and our sport, put on an amazing show for the world to see. 
 

Dusty Rhodes is the founder and President of Conventures, which is a large Special 
Event, Marketing and Communications company. Headquartered in Boston, 
Conventures is the largest special event company in New England, and has 
produced over 5,000 events across the country. Conventures has produced events 
in the world of sports, hospitality, finance, academia and non-profit. Founded over 
37 years ago, Conventures has produced the Tall Ships events in Boston, World Cup 
Soccer Games, the Bicentennial of the USS Constitution, Boston Pops Concerts and 
many other colorful and original events. Conventures also serves as a full-service 
Public Relations and Communications company specializing in the hospitality 
industry. Dusty Rhodes is the current CEO and lives in Weston. She recently oversaw 
the planning and production of the Town of Weston’s 300 Year Celebration. 
 

Technology:  Gordon Russell       B36 

Gordon Russell's last real job was working in the cafeteria cleaning dishes as a 
freshman at Hobart College. His previous job scooping ice cream and working in 
the kitchen at Buttrick's Restaurant in Weston Center had given him a solid 
foundation in the industry. While in college he started his first business, a 
transportation company, with seed capital from a government backed student 
loan. Seventeen years later he sold that business and tried his hand at fashion 
retailing - opening the first in the nation Lilly Pulitzer Store on Nantucket Island. After 
another 17 years (is this a pattern?) he has launched a cloud software startup 
called Springboard Retail which now powers about 2000 retail sites across North 
America. Lilly Pulitzer is one of a handful of national brands now clients of 
Springboard. 
 



 

  

Orthodontist:  Lokesh Suri       B38 

Dr. Lokesh Suri is a practicing Orthodontist in Boston and Waltham, as well as 
Associate Professor and Director for Pre-doctoral Orthodontics at Tufts 
University. In addition to his orthodontics practice, Dr. Suri likes to teach 
research, publish and spend time with his family. He is looking forward to 
talking dentistry to teenagers whose mouths are not propped open. 
 
 

Town Manager:  Donna Vanderclock      B40 

Local Government Management:  The Hottest Career You’ve Probably Never Heard 
Of! Police, fire, library, recreation, road maintenance, land use oversight – these are 
some of the services provided by local government. You can be part of making a 
community a better place in which to live.  Local government managers – a Town 
Manager in Weston - are professionals who are appointed to work with resident 
volunteers to oversee the provision of all these important services that make a 
difference in your lives.  What makes a career as a local government manager so 
hot?  The baby boomers are retiring, and there will be lots of vacancies for young 
people looking to get into the profession.  This relatively unknown field is wide open 
to young people who want to contribute to the future success of their communities 

The technology industry has evolved into one of the most important and fastest 
growing sectors in the US and globally.  Within the sector, there are a myriad of roles 
and career paths to consider, from hard-core engineering to less technical business 
roles, to back office functions that keep organizations running. While there are many 
engineers, mathematicians, and physicists in tech, there are even more than have 
never written a line of code or are more liberal artsy than STEM, serving other critical 
functions. 
 
So, what does that continuum of roles and firms look like that you might consider? 
How can you best assess what might be most interesting given your unique interests 
and abilities? Can you work in technology if you’re not technical? What is the typical 
career path of those that have really made it in tech? 
 
Christina Van Houten will address these and other questions in her session. A 20-year 
veteran of the technology industry, Christina leads up Strategy & Product 
Management for Infor, a $3B company based in New York with 14,000-employee 
and nearly 100,000 customers in every major country around the world. Prior to 
joining Infor in 2011, Christina worked for two of the world’s largest tech firms—Oracle 
and IBM—and two successful smaller companies that were acquired by them. 
 

Technology/Software:  Christina Van Houten    B39 



 

 

C BLOCK SPEAKER LIST 
SOPHOMORE LUNCH BLOCK 

Below is a list of speakers that will present during C block. 
 

 
 
 

C1  Angelucci, Dante  Real Estate Development  
C2  Bairstow, Todd  Internet Marketing and Entrepreneurship 
C3  Bartolotti, Tony  Business 
C4  Binney, Elizabeth  Pediatrician 
C5  Camp, Thomas  Law 
C6  Cantor, Sharon  Medical Research 
C7  Caruso, Thomas  Theatre Production 
C8  DeLucia, Andrea   Event Planning  
C9  Enfield, Rick    Financial Services Software 
C10  Feinman, Jon   Nonprofit (weightlifting)   
C11  Fierabend, Christian  Law Enforcement   
C12  Garofalo, Arthur   Finance  
C13 Ivey, John    Military/Investment Banking  
C14 Kazim, Batool   Psychiatrist 
C15 Kenyon, Troy   Technology/Entrepreneurship 
C16 Kerr, Cardell   Computer Gaming 
C17 Kohl, Murry    Sponsorship 
C18 Lake, Jonathan   Corporate Interiors  
C19 Listfield, Scott   Designer/Art 
C20 Mizner, Amy    Real Estate  
 
 

C21 Moore, Alison   Marketing  
C22 Morris, Justine   Radiology  
C23 Nemrow, Rochelle  Web App    
C24 Ramsey, Timothy  Drug Discovery/Pharmacy  
C25 Reske, David   Digital Marketing and Author  
C26 Rosenfeld, Katie Interior Design  
C27 Sawash, Heather Special Education 
C28 Sharp, Kimberly  Data Management  
C29 Sullivan, Jacquie Entrepreneurship/Design 
C30 Suri, Lokesh   Orthodontia  
C31 Tuchman, Miriam  Architecture 
C32 Umlas, Meg   Non-profit  
C33 Valle, C.J.  Robotics  
C34 Wasserman, Sara  Neuroscience  
C35 Weichman, Peter  Physics/Research 
C36 Wolf, Jodi  Nurse  
C37 Yegros, Alejandro  Entrepreneurship  

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
C BLOCK SPEAKERS 11:20 – 12:00  

 
Real Estate Development: Dante Angelucci     C1 

Why would a lawyer change careers to become a commercial real estate 
developer?  Come to this session to discover why?  Do you want to leave indelible 
mark on a city’s landscape? The changing face of any city – no matter the size – is 
due in large part to the role of a commercial real estate developer.  Anticipating a 
population’s future commercial and residential needs is the first phase.  From there, 
it’s all about the steps it takes to build something that will stand the test of time, and 
perhaps even become an iconic piece of a city’s landscape.  Commercial real 
estate developers oversee the entire process of developing and building a property, 
from buying the land and preparing it for development to hiring architects & 
construction companies to securing financing. They produce detailed project 
management plans for all phases of the project and communicate tirelessly with the 
varying entities involved in the process.   Real estate developers constantly think on 
a highly strategic level across a variety of disciplines:  Finance, engineering, design, 
and construction. It’s a fast-paced, relationship driven career that evolves quickly 
with the changing needs and trends that affect a city’s population.  
 

Internet marketing and Entrepreneurship: Todd Bairstow   C2 
     
Want to be the man, instead of working for him? Want to be your own boss 
someday? Then consider a career in entrepreneurship, running a business that you 
create and manage. Entrepreneurs take big risks, but can also reap big rewards. 
Whether you’re looking to be a one-man-band or to start the next Facebook, 
starting your own company is something anyone can do. In this session, you’ll see 
how entrepreneurs come up with their ideas, bring them along, then build a 
company around their unique vision. The speaker currently works at Key Word 
Connects. 
 

Village Automotive: Tony Bartolotti      C3 

Want to know about the retail automotive business? My talk will go through my 
career path and some of the choices I made to get to where I am today. I will 
explain some of the jobs available in the Retail Auto Industry: Sales, Digital sales, 
Marketing, Finance, Public relations, IT, Web Design, Social Media, 
Service Sales, Parts Sales, and Mechanical Technicians. I’ll explain why the auto 
industry is important to the country and how many jobs it creates. I’ll also explain 
what I look for in the hiring process, and what differentiates one candidate from 
another. I will also give you a glimpse into where this industry is going in the future 
and what automotive retailers will need to do in order to stay 
competitive 
 



 

Thomas Camp: Corporate Law        C5 

I am a business attorney focused on representing small and medium sized businesses in 
connection with various types of business transactions. I find the practice of business law 
to be very interesting. I get to learn a lot about many different 
industries, which has always been appealing to me. I also like to talk with people, learn 
about their challenges, and help them solve their problems. My work is very detail 
oriented, but at the same time, I have to maintain a solid grounding in the “big picture” 
so that I can help my clients evaluate risks and make good decisions along the way to 
achieving their business goals. 
I began my legal career with a larger downtown Boston law firm, where I worked 
primarily with large institutional investors in connection with the purchase and sale of 
companies in leveraged acquisitions and doing associated financing of their 
companies. I left my downtown practice after about 9 years to join one of my clients to 
run their Business Development function. To do that, I moved my family to Seattle for 3 
years. We sold the company, and I returned to the Boston area. I then worked for the 
next 11 years with another company, mostly running that company’s international 
division. I traveled extensively, but I got tired of not being home. 
I started my own law firm in September 2014 and have had the good fortune of seeing it 
grow nicely since that time. 

Sharon Cantor: Medical Research        C6 

After receiving my PhD at Tufts, I joined a post-doctoral fellow in the lab of David 
Livingston at the Dana Farber Cancer Institute and Harvard Medical School.  Currently, I 
am a tenured associated professor at the University of Massachusetts Medical School, 
where I have been a principal investigator since 2004.  Research in my group is focused 
on understanding how cells function to maintain genomic integrity and suppress 
cancer.  In particular, we focus on the hereditary breast and ovarian cancer genes, 
BRCA1 and BRCA2.  These tumor suppressors function together in large complexes 
dedicated to fixing broken DNA and making sure the DNA replication proceeds without 
mutations. When people carry a mutation in one of these genes, they are predisposed 
to cancer. Tumors that eventually develop have defects in fixing broken DNA and 
replicating DNA. Therefore, these tumors are very sensitive to cancer therapies that 
make DNA damage or block replication. Thus, tumors shrink in response to therapy. 
However, resistance can develop and patients die. My lab studies how to block 
resistance pathways so that therapies will work effectively. As part of our research, we 
study the normal function of the BRCA1 and BRCA2 proteins, how mutations in these 
genes disrupts their function, and lead to cancer.   
 

Elizabeth Binney: Pediatrics        C4 

 
Dr. Binney graduated from George Washington School of Medicine in 1991. 
She completed her pediatric residency training at Children’s National 
Medical Center in Washington, D.C. Dr. Binney has practiced primary-care 
pediatrics in the Boston area since 1994 and joined Longwood Pediatrics in 
2007.  
 



 
Financial Services Software: Rick Enfield      C9 

There was never any question in my mind that I was going to go to college.  I knew I 
wanted to go into business, and my college (Tulane University) recommended an 
accounting program as a way to learn about different businesses without having to 
choose a particular industry.  I spent eight years in accounting and am a CPA.  But 
that’s not what I do now.  I saw so much time being wasted doing things manually 
and repetitively and thought that there had to be a better way. 

I work in software as a Senior Vice President at State Street Bank in Boston.  My job is 
to help develop software to make things more efficient so that we can serve our 
customers quicker, better and cheaper.  Technology has had a profound impact on 
the types of jobs people do.  In my field, technology has replaced mundane and 
repetitive tasks that used to be done by people.  This allows people to focus on the 
more interesting aspects of their jobs.  This also means that some jobs no longer exist 
– but new jobs take their place. 

 
 

Theater Production: Thomas Caruso       C7  

I am a theatre director based in NYC. I have worked on Broadway, Off-Broadway 
and at regional theatres across America. I will talk a bit about my journey from 
Weston High School to my life in my professional career. I will also offer thoughts and 
suggestions on how to develop and nurture a career in the arts, since it’s such a 
tough field to break into. I’d also be happy to field questions from students. More 
about me at my website: www.ThomasCaruso.com 
 

Event Planning: Andrea DeLucia        C8 

My name is Andrea DeLucia but you can call me Andy. I’m the founder of Elegance 
& Grace Weddings and the creator of Elite Workshops. I’m an artistic producer and 
planner of luxury weddings and special events, mompreneur of 4, memory maker, 
and connector. I have a passion for details and I love all pretty things. 
 
As a wedding planner and designer, I create a customized experience for my 
clients. We translate our customer's vision and make it a reality We bring in elements 
in to enhance their individual experience.  
We offer full luxury wedding planning and design services in addition to educational 
workshops.  
 
 

Nonprofit: Jon Feinman        C10 

As founder and executive director of InnerCity Weightlifting (ICW), Jon is 
focused on aligning the vision, strategy, culture and growth of ICW to 
increase economic mobility and social inclusion for young people at the 
highest-risk for violence; all while shifting perceptions, so that the factors that 
lead to segregated pockets of violence fade away changing the course for 
future generations. Building upon his experience with AmeriCorps and as a 
personal trainer, Jon received his MBA from Babson College in 2010 where he 
launched ICW. 
 



 

Military/ Investment Banking: John Ivey      C13 

John Ivey is a native of Weston and a 1999 WHS graduate.  Following high school, he 
attended the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD, where he was 
commissioned as an officer in the United States Navy and earned a B.S. in 
economics.  During the last 11 years, he served in various leadership capacities as a 
Surface Warfare Officer and conducted several wartime operations throughout the 
world.  Operations include: Delivering Marines to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, conducting counter-narcotic and anti-piracy operations near Somalia, 
and conducting maritime security operations in the Black Sea near Russia.  Most 
recently, John served as 3rd in Command of the USS DONALD COOK (DDG 75), a 
Guided Missile Destroyer forward-deployed to Rota, Spain in support of European 
Missile Defense.  John recently separated from the Navy and is now an Investment 
Banker, focused on Mergers & Acquisitions and Initial Public Offerings for technology 
companies. 
 
Psychiatrist:  Batool Kazim       C14 

I hope to share with you what I do every day working as a psychiatrist in a Federal all 
male prison, where I am also a Federal Law Enforcement Officer with the 
Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Prisons. I hope to inspire some of you to 
pursue a career in Medicine, Mental Health, Law Enforcement, or any other field 
where your passion for being an active member of society takes you. It is also 
possible to combine your passions and skills in different areas to create your own 
niche, to be the best you can be. I will also emphasize the importance of creating a 
balance in life early, to prevent burnout and stress later in life.  
 

Law Enforcement: Christian Fierabend     C11 

The speaker is a Special Agent with the FBI, currently assigned to the Boston Division. 
The Agent’s presentation will focus on the job requirements, daily responsibilities and 
the FBI’s mission.  
 
Finance: Arthur Garofalo        C12 

Born and raised in the South Bronx by immigrant parents I attended Manhattan 
College where I got a degree in Electrical Engineering. After graduation I attended 
evening sessions at Pace University’s Wall St location where I received an MBA in 
Marketing. 

Even while attending engineering school I realized my interest was more in the 
business side of technology rather than the technology itself.. My first job was as a 
project manager for a hi tech hardware company. As I moved along up the chain 
of command I became most interested in dealing with the customer business issues 
for which I seemed to have a knack.  

Over the years the companies for which I was head of sales grew and we were able 
to finance and then eventually  take these companies public. During these 
processes of growth I was able to be part of the various stages of companies’ 
funding and decided when the time was right I would become part of that 
business…. what better product to have than $ itself! Over the past 18 years I have 
been in the finance industry from investing in companies to managing people’s  
money….. and so that’s how I am in the investment business today.   

 



 

Technology and Entrepreneurship: Troy Kenyon    C15 

Interested in a STEM education but also like business?  Not sure which way to go?  
My career path is a unique one that started in engineering and ends, at least for 
now, as the co-founder and Managing Director of Mainspring Capital Partners, a 
private growth capital investment firm. 
 
Although engineering wasn’t my long-term passion, the core analytical and 
problem-solving skills provided a strong foundation for tackling business challenges 
as well.  After my MBA and a stint in strategy consulting, I focused full time on 
entrepreneurial ventures.   I have started, invested in and run a variety of 
companies, all focused on solving unique problems across manufacturing, 
technology, healthcare and other interesting markets.  Most recently, Mainspring 
Capital has acquired an aerial firefighting company and led the seed investment in 
a high performance additive manufacturing company.    
 
My talk will focus on using your most effective skills to build an entrepreneurial career 
that is constantly challenging and rewarding.  
 

Sponsorship: Murry Kohl         C17 

Murray is a seasoned Sales and Marketing executive who has spent much of his 
career in the sports world. For the past 18 years he has worked for The New England 
Patriots in Sales. He is responsible for managing a sales team and overseas the 
sponsorship sales operation which leverages all advertising assets of the team as well 
as Gillette Stadium.  
 
Prior to his arrival at the Patriots, Murray spent seven years in Sponsorship Sales for the 
Boston Bruins.  
 
Murray graduated from Middlebury College in 1988 and has his MBA from Isenberg 
School Of Management, UMass Amherst. 
 

Computer Gaming:  Cardell Kerr      C16 
 
Who am I? - My name is Cardell Kerr, and I've been working in the Game Industry for 
~17 years now.  During that time, I've worked with people who've made games like 
Magic the Gathering:Arena, Diablo (1+2), Counterstrike. etc.  My work history 
includes working on games such as Dungeons and Dragons Online, Lord of the Rings 
Online, and Infinite Crisis. 

 
What am I here to talk about - I'm here to talk about the games industry, how it 
works, what a typical project is like, and the skills you will likely need to learn/master 
in order to be successful in it. 
 



 

Corporate Interiors: Jonathan Lake       C18 

I run a construction/real estate/development company that I started 8 years ago. 
We specialize in commercial interior construction. Our clients are some of the most 
successful private and public business with the greater Boston region. We have gross 
yearly sales of approximately $40MM and employ 50 people. 
 
My path is not typical, I did not go to college. As a high schooler,I was not motivated 
and graduated bottom of my class with poor grades.  After high school I served as 
an active duty enlisted solider in the Airforce. There I learned a great deal about 
people and was able to mature and gain some understanding about the world 
around me. Generally getting up at 4:30 every morning for 15 or so years and 
learning the business as much as I could.  Eventually I started my own business in a 
similar field. Much to my amazement people responded and hired me to do their 
construction projects. They did so because I had built a bond with them based on 
trust and they gave me a shot. 
 
I would love to share with you what I have learned on my journey in business life and 
what’s important for success. 
 

Designer/Art: Scott Listfield        C19 

Scott Listfield is a graduate of Weston High School and, believe it or not, actually 
makes a living as a full time artist. He is known for his paintings, which feature a lone 
exploratory astronaut lost in a landscape cluttered with pop culture icons, corporate 
logos, and tongue-in-cheek science fiction references. Scott studied art at 
Dartmouth College and has had gallery and museum shows of his work in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, London, Chicago, New York, Miami, and Boston, among 
other places. To learn more about him, please visit his website at 
www.astronautdinosaur.com, or follow him on Instagram. 
 
Real Estate: Amy Mizner         C20 

Amy Mizner is the founding Principal of Beniot Mizner Simon and Company. She 
launched the largest independent real estate company in Metro West in 2010. 
Today, with over 120 sales associates, offices in Weston, Wellesley, and Needham 
and over $500 million in home sales in 2017, you will learn the trials and tribulations of 
the residential real estate industry. Amy will share her secrets of building a brand that 
makes heads turn and everyone say, “There’s a reason their signs are everywhere!”.  
 

Marketing: Alison Moore        C21 

Learn how to market yourself and how to develop your own brand and use it to 
achieve success in life and work. I will talk about key marketing principles you can 
learn today that will help you build towards a rewarding career. In this session, we 
will discuss how to identify your core brand assets, develop your own “value 
proposition,” differentiate yourself, craft compelling messages, and build a network. 
 



 

 

Web App: Rochelle Nemrow       C23 

Rochelle Nemrow is the CEO and founder FamilyID, the online program registration 
platform that is used by more than a million families and thousands of schools (like 
Weston athletics) and other program providers throughout the country. She will talk 
about her journey as an entrepreneur and what it’s like to start and grow a 
company. Are you cut out to be an entrepreneur? Is building a start-up company 
something you’ve thought about? Topics will include how to come up with a 
business idea, testing the market, financing a business, and what it’s really like to 
start and build a company.  
 
 
Drug Discovery/Pharmacy: Timothy Ramsey    C24 

What causes diseases?  Why are some people predisposed to diseases while others 
are not? How are drugs discovered to cure diseases?  Medical or Pharmaceutical 
researchers try to understand disease origins in order to identify novel curative 
medicines for patients.  The process begins with mechanistic hypotheses that are 
tested in a series of experiments to determine the validity of the hypotheses.  Early 
hypotheses are usually tested in living human cells followed by animal models that 
attempt to recapitulate the human disease.  If the hypotheses are still true they are 
tested for toxicity in animals before testing in humans.  Human clinical trials 
determine the safety and side effects as well as the effect of treatment on the 
disease before it can be approved by the health authorities for sale.   
 
Digital Marketing and Author: David Reske     C25 

Marketing has changed dramatically in the last few years because of thousands of 
new marketing software tools and dozens of channels available to promote your 
product or service. This session will explain how digital marketing works, how to 
create a successful marketing campaign and the many types of jobs available in 
digital marketing today. We’ll discuss how to develop a marketing strategy, plan 
and budget that will drive solid marketing results. 
 
1. How to build a solid digital marketing strategy using digital analysis tools, 
competitive research and personas. 
2. How to build a marketing budget that is tied to your business goals and allocates 
funds in the most efficient and effective way possible. 
3. How to build an integrated digital marketing campaign 
 
 

Radiology: Justine Morris        C22 

Come hear about a typical day in the life of a general radiologist in the community 
hospital setting which includes interpreting Xrays, ultrasounds, mammograms, MRIs, 
CTs, nuclear medicine imaging and performing imaging guided procedures such as 
biopsies and drainages. I have a collection of interesting images representing a 
variety of conditions from fractures to pneumonia to cancer to show you. I shall also 
talk about my somewhat circuitous career path that took me from studying 
medicine in the UK to becoming a consultant radiologist in the US! 
 



 

  

Interior Design: Katie Rosenfeld       C26 

Known for her no-holds-barred approach to color and pattern, Katie Rosenfeld’s design 
style can be summed up as happy, family friendly and approachable. Equal parts 
vintage and modern, classic and contemporary, Katie’s picks range from fresh 
traditional to 20th century vintage with bits of quirky and ironic added for good 
measure. And let’s not forget Katie’s almost always present nod to chinoiserie. 

Common threads that run through Katie’s projects include a sense of humor, layers of 
pattern, and items mixed together to create a bespoke and special space. For Katie, 
your spaces should be comfortable, safe and continually interesting to look at… but 
flexible enough to meet the demands of family life and the changes that come with a 
life well lived. 

 

 
 

Special Education: Heather Sawash      C27 

Heather took a rather traditional path to her career in special education. Heather 
received her Bachelor of Science in Special Education from Westfield State College and 
her Masters of Science in Behavior Analysis from Simmons College. In 2009, Heather 
began her career at RCS Learning Center as a Behavior Therapist. Soon after that, she 
was promoted to the position of Special Education Teacher within the center. In 2015, 
Heather transitioned to the Learning Center’s sister company, RCS Behavioral and 
Educational Consulting as a program supervisor. Heather is now responsible for staff and 
parent training, development of behavior support plans and much more. Heather’s 
areas of interest include teacher consultation and implementation of self-help skills.  
 
Data Management: Kimberly Sharp      C28 

Kimberly began her professional career in financial services working for Boston-based Putnam 
Investments.  In her role as a Regional Marketing Director she supported financial advisors in 
growing their businesses.  After 6 years, she made the decision to leave the world of finance 
to follow her passion for all things retail and joined the BJ’s Wholesale Club team in 2009. 

She began her career at BJ’s working in Supply Chain and through a series of promotions 
became a Category Merchant in the Food Division.  In 2013, Kimberly was asked to serve as 
a key team member on BJ’s largest IT project to date – an Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) 
implementation. Today, as the Director of Business Systems, she leads a team charged with 
enhancing the strategic capabilities of BJ’s through the transformation of business process, 
information management and technical solutions. A career path is most often a twisted path 
of blunders, luck and hard work. Discover the losses, triumphs and lessons on the path from 
intern to executive at one of the Top 5 Hottest Retailers of 2017. 
 
Entrepreneurship/Design:  Jacquie Sullivan     C29 
 

Learn how to take a career you are passionate about and turn it into a successful 
corporation. Acquire valuable insight and learn the steps involved to be an 
accomplished entrepreneur. My design career progressed from an executive facilitator 
at Citicorp in NYC , a corporate designer, an executive manager to owning my own 
corporation, Corporate Furniture Concepts. 
  
This discussion will evolve and  be specifically tailored to those who attend each session. 
We will focus on the subject attendees most want to learn about in each particular 
class, whether it involves design build, sales or entrepreneurship. 
 



 

  

Orthodontist: Lokesh Suri        C30 

I started my career as an architect in a design firm, but soon learned that there were 
many ways to be an architect. Architects solve challenges by designing spaces but 
there is always a process that is the means to the end product that involves many 
stakeholders, engineers, contractors, equipment vendors, lawyers, consultants, 
government officials, and many more who all have a part to play and have 
important information to contribute. There is also the natural environment, politics, 
building codes, budgets and schedules which bend the project in unique ways. I 
grew to become a specialist in the process itself. I focus on solving the problems and 
advancing the project so that it is successful for everyone involved. I run two 
companies in the field of Owner’s Project Management, one is a for-profit that 
specializes in managing the planning, design, and construction of healthcare 
projects and the other is a non-profit that supports the healthcare and education of 
90 children in Haiti through sustainable design and mobile technology. 
 

Architecture: Miriam Tuchman       C31 

For more than 25 years, I have worked in the non-profit sector (American 
Cancer Society, Syracuse University and Boston University) and am happy to 
discuss my career path- which has very little to do with what I studied in 
college (TV/Radio/Film). My expertise is primarily in event planning/alumni 
relations & engagement/fundraising. I have worked at Boston University for 18 
years, where I served as Executive Director of Alumni Relations for about 12; 
and am now director of Campaign & Development 
events, where I produce events for our donors and prospects across the 
globe. 

Nonprofit: Meg Umlas        C32 

Dr. Lokesh Suri is a practicing Orthodontist in Boston and Waltham, as well as 
Associate Professor and Director for Pre-doctoral Orthodontics at Tufts 
University. In addition to his orthodontics practice, Dr. Suri likes to teach 
research, publish and spend time with his family. He is looking forward to 
talking dentistry to teenagers whose mouths are not propped open. 
 



 

  

Robotics: C.J. Valle        C33 

CJ will be speaking about his experiences as an engineer working on robots and 
race cars.  CJ (WHS class of 2010) graduated from Case Western Reserve University 
in Cleveland, Ohio with a degree in Mechanical Engineering.  At CWRU, he 
captained the Baja team, a student group that designs, builds and races a single-
seat, off-road race car every year. His focus was the vehicle engine and 
transmission.  After graduation, CJ started work at Barrett Technology, a spin-out of 
the MIT Artificial Intelligence lab that makes human-friendly robotic arms and 
hands.  He works with a dynamic group of engineers and clinical specialists on Burt, 
Barrett's new neuromuscular rehabilitation robot.  Working at a small company has 
some exciting benefits, including international travel for customer support and trade 
shows.  CJ has had the opportunity to travel to Sweden and South Korea, where he 
learned how to use a hoverboard.  Come to the presentation and see the video! 
 
Neuroscience: Sara Wasserman      C34 

I am a research physicist working in the U.S. national defense area, mostly on topics 
related to advanced remote sensing, including aircraft radar and submarine sonar, 
but also on topics of humanitarian interest, such as landmine and other buried 
hazard detection.  I have also worked in a number of more academic areas, 
including low temperature physics, fluid turbulence, and geophysical fluid dynamics. 
The aim of my presentation will be to explain how scientists think, use their physical 
intuition to ask the right questions, and to guide their search for answers to 
sometimes very difficult problems -- I like to characterize this as gaining intuition 
through dimensional analysis, educated guesswork, and white lies. I will illustrate the 
process using examples from my own work:  (1) Landmine and unexploded 
ordnance detection -- how do really good metal detectors work?  (2) Magnetic 
resonance dowsing -- using magnetic resonance imaging to detect groundwater. 
(3) Science in space -- some observations on cost and benefits of human and 
robotic exploration of, and research in, space, including orbital observations of 
Earth's climate dynamics.  
 
 

Physics/Research: Peter Weichman      C35 

From the moment we wake up in the morning until the moment we fall asleep we 
are constantly barraged with sensory stimuli.  The smell of coffee, the buzzing of the 
alarm, the dinging of text alerts, yet somehow we must identify the salient sensory 
stimuli and ignore the rest in order to generate appropriate behavioral response 
each moment.  Which stimuli we identify to be salient could depend on additional 
factors such as our external and internal environments.  For example, after a good 
night’s sleep, coffee might not be considered a salient stimulus.  If, however, you 
were studying the night before, the smell and taste of coffee might become highly 
salient the very next day.  Scientists are still trying to understand how the brain knows 
what to pay attention to in changing internal and external conditions.  Professor 
Wasserman is an assistant professor in the neuroscience program at Wellesley 
College.  Her lab uses fruit flies and custom-built virtual reality flight simulators to 
understand how neural circuits accomplish multimodal integration to drive 
contextually appropriate behavior to identify novel therapeutic targets to promote 
healthy brain functions.  She will discuss her career trajectory and also share some of 
her research results. 



 

  

Entrepreneurship: Alejandro Yegros      C37 

If you’ve taken a language class you’ve probably used 
CONJUGUEMOS.COM. If you have friends in other schools, they probably 
have used it too. This website is used by language students all over the 
country. I’ve been a language teacher all my life and had no formal 
programming training, but about 15 years ago I started to program as a 
hobby and working on the idea of having a conjugating program that would 
help me in teaching my class. From that idea and many years of work 
CONJUGUEMOS has grown into a nationally known website/business… and 
this is something that I could have never imagined. I hope to talk about how 
your passions can evolve and take you into a completely different area of 
expertise.   
 

I started my career as a nurse in 1995 after earning my BSN at University of Detroit-
Mercy in Detroit Michigan.  My mother was a nurse and I always knew it was what I 
wanted to do “when I grew up”.  I also worked as a Nurses Aide in high school at a 
nursing home in St Claire Shores Michigan.  Which at the time unbeknownst to me, it 
would lay a solid foundation for me as I went in to the field of nursing and more 
specifically care taking.  My first job out of nursing school was on a medical floor at a 
community hospital in the town I grew up in Grosse Pointe Michigan.  I stayed in this 
position, for about a year and then took a job at Childrens Hospital of Detroit. I 
worked on a Neuro-Surgical unit as well as an Infectious disease unit.  I loved working 
there and thought pediatrics wold be my final stop in Nursing.  But the universe had 
other plans for me, I moved to Boston in the fall of 1996. I moved in with my college 
room mate who lived in the North End, and got a job at Massachusetts General 
Hospital. They hired me to work in their new Special Care Nursery, because of my 
pediatric background.  Due to staffing shortages on the Labor & Delivery unit my 
nurse manager asked me if I would consider being cross trained to Labor and 
Delivery/Post Partum units. I agreed and stayed working in Labor & Deliver and living 
in Boston for 22 years now.  I stayed at MGH for 15 years and then made a change 
to Mt Auburn Hospital in Cambridge MA. My career means a lot to me and has 
allowed me to keep my career through 3 children and juggling a busy family life. I 
have been able to work part time (2 twelve hour shifts a week) and increase my 
hours when needed.  I also carry the health benefits for our family which is a big 
bonus for working part time.  My career so far has not just taught me how to care for 
a laboring woman, but it has also presented me with a cross section of people from 
the greater Boston area.  I have learned so much about different cultures, families 
and the multiple different views about child bearing.  I never have a boring day at 
work and still enjoy it each and every shift I work, I feel very fortunate to be a 
nurse.  There are many wonderful nursing programs in and a round Boston.  You will 
always have a job as a nurse.  
 

Nursing:  Jodi Wolf         C36 
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D BLOCK SPEAKERS 12:10 – 12:50  

 

Want to be the man, instead of working for him? Want to be your own boss 
someday? Then consider a career in entrepreneurship, running a business 
that you create and manage. Entrepreneurs take big risks, but can also reap 
big rewards. Whether you’re looking to be a one-man-band or to start the 
next Facebook, starting your own company is something anyone can do. In 
this session, you’ll see how entrepreneurs come up with their ideas, bring them 
along, then build a company around their unique vision. The speaker 
currently works at Key Word Connects. 
 

Real Estate Development:  Dante Angelucci    D1 

Why would a lawyer change careers to become a commercial real estate 
developer?  Come to this session to discover why?  Do you want to leave indelible 
mark on a city’s landscape. The changing face of any city – no matter the size – is 
due in large part to the role of a commercial real estate developer.  Anticipating a 
population’s future commercial & residential needs is the first phase.  From there, it’s 
all about the steps it takes to build something that will stand the test of time, and 
perhaps even become an iconic piece of a city’s landscape.  Commercial real 
estate developers oversee the entire process of developing and building a property, 
from buying the land and preparing it for development to hiring architects & 
construction companies to securing financing. They produce detailed project 
management plans for all phases of the project & communicate tirelessly with the 
varying entities involved in the process.   Real estate developers constantly think on 
a highly strategic level across a variety of disciplines:  finance, engineering, design 
and construction. It’s a fast-paced, relationship driven career that evolves quickly 
with the changing needs and trends that affect a city’s population.  
 
 

Village Automotive: Tony Bartolotti      D3 
 
Want to know about the retail automotive business. My talk will go through my 
career path and some of the choices I made to get to where I am today. I will 
explain some of the jobs available in the Retail Auto Industry: Sales, Digital sales, 
Marketing, Finance, Public relations, IT, Web Design, Social Media, 
Service Sales, Parts Sales, and Mechanical Technicians. I’ll explain why the auto 
industry is important to the country and how many jobs it creates. I’ll also explain 
what I look for in the hiring process, and what differentiates one candidate from 
another. I will also give you a glimpse into where this industry is going in the future 
and what automotive retailers will need to do in order to stay 
competitive 
 

Internet Marketing/Entrepreneurship:  Todd Bairstow    D2 



 

Medical Research:  Sharon Cantor      D6 

After receiving my PhD at Tufts, I joined was a post-doctoral fellow in the lab of David 
Livingston at the Dana Farber Cancer Institute and Harvard Medical School.  Currently, I 
am a tenured associated professor at the University of Massachusetts Medical School, 
where I have been a principal investigator since 2004.  Research in my group is focused 
on understanding how cells function to maintain genomic integrity and suppress 
cancer.  In particular, we focus on the hereditary breast and ovarian cancer genes, 
BRCA1 and BRCA2.  These tumor suppressors function together in large complexes 
dedicated to fixing broken DNA and making sure the DNA replication proceeds without 
mutations. When people carry a mutation in one of these genes, they are predisposed 
to cancer. Tumors that eventually develop have defects in fixing broken DNA and 
replicating DNA. Therefore, these tumors are very sensitive to cancer therapies that 
make DNA damage or block replication. Thus, tumors shrink in response to therapy. 
However, resistance can develop and patients die. My lab studies how to block 
resistance pathways so that therapies will work effectively. As part of our research, we 
study the normal function of the BRCA1 and BRCA2 proteins, how mutations in these 
genes disrupts their function, and lead to cancer.   
 

Pediatrics:  Elisabeth Binney        D4  

Corporate Law: Thomas Camp       D5 

Dr. Binney graduated from George Washington School of Medicine in 1991. 
She completed her pediatric residency training at Children’s National 
Medical Center in Washington, D.C. Dr. Binney has practiced primary-care 
pediatrics in the Boston area since 1994 and joined Longwood Pediatrics in 
2007.  
 

I am a business attorney focused on representing small and medium sized businesses in 
connection with various types of business transactions. I find the practice of business law 
to be very interesting. I get to learn a lot about many different 
industries, which has always been appealing to me. I also like to talk with people, learn 
about their challenges, and help them solve their problems. My work is very detail 
oriented, but at the same time, I have to maintain a solid grounding in the “big picture” 
so that I can help my clients evaluate risks and make good decisions along the way to 
achieving their business goals. 
I began my legal career with a larger downtown Boston law firm, where I worked 
primarily with large institutional investors in connection with the purchase and sale of 
companies in leveraged acquisitions and doing associated financing of their 
companies. I left my downtown practice after about 9 years to join one of my clients to 
run their Business Development function. To do that, I moved my family to Seattle for 3 
years. We sold the company, and I returned to the Boston area. I then worked for the 
next 11 years with another company, mostly running that company’s international 
division. I traveled extensively, but I got tired of not being home. 
I started my own law firm in September 2014 and have had the good fortune of seeing it 
grow nicely since that time. 
 



 
Financial Services Software: Rick Enfield     D9 
 
There was never any question in my mind that I was going to go to college.  I knew I 
wanted to go into business, and my college (Tulane University) recommended an 
accounting program as a way to learn about different businesses without having to 
choose a particular industry.  I spent eight years in accounting and am a CPA.  But 
that’s not what I do now.  I saw so much time being wasted doing things manually 
and repetitively and thought that there had to be a better way. 

I work in software as a Senior Vice President at State Street Bank in Boston.  My job is 
to help develop software to make things more efficient so that we can serve our 
customers quicker, better and cheaper.  Technology has had a profound impact on 
the types of jobs people do.  In my field, technology has replaced mundane and 
repetitive tasks that used to be done by people.  This allows people to focus on the 
more interesting aspects of their jobs.  This also means that some jobs no longer exist 
– but new jobs take their place. 

 

Theater Production: Thomas Caruso       D7 

I am a theatre director based in NYC. I have worked on Broadway, Off-Broadway 
and at regional theatres across America. I will talk a bit about my journey from 
Weston High School to my life in my professional career. I will also offer thoughts and 
suggestions on how to develop and nurture a career in the arts, since it’s such a 
tough field to break into. I’d also be happy to field questions from students. More 
about me at my website: www.ThomasCaruso.com 
 

Event Planning: Andrea DeLucia      D8 

My name is Andrea DeLucia but you can call me Andy. I’m the founder of Elegance 
& Grace Weddings and the creator of Elite Workshops. I’m an artistic producer and 
planner of luxury weddings and special events, mompreneur of 4, memory maker, 
and connector. I have a passion for details and I love all pretty things. 
 
As a wedding planner and designer, I create a customized experience for my 
clients. We translate our customer's vision and make it a reality We bring in elements 
in to enhance their individual experience.  
We offer full luxury wedding planning and design services in addition to educational 
workshops.  
 

Nonprofit:  Jon Feinman        D10 

As founder and executive director of InnerCity Weightlifting (ICW), Jon is 
focused on aligning the vision, strategy, culture and growth of ICW to increase 
economic mobility and social inclusion for young people at the highest-risk for 
violence; all while shifting perceptions, so that the factors that lead to 
segregated pockets of violence fade away changing the course for future 
generations. Building upon his experience with AmeriCorps and as a personal 
trainer, Jon received his MBA from Babson College in 2010 where he launched 
ICW. 
 



 

Law Enforcement:  Christian Fierabend     D11 

The speaker is a Special Agent with the FBI, currently assigned to the Boston 
Division. The Agent’s presentation will focus on the job requirements, daily 
responsibilities and the FBI’s mission.  
 
 

Finance: Art Garofalo        D12 

Born and raised in the South Bronx by immigrant parents I attended Manhattan 
College where I got a degree in Electrical Engineering. After graduation I attended 
evening sessions at Pace University’s Wall St location where I received an MBA in 
Marketing. 

Even while attending engineering school, I realized that my interest was more on the 
business side of technology rather than the technology itself. My first job was as a 
project manager for a hi-tech hardware company. As I moved up the chain of 
command, I became most interested in dealing with the customer business issues for 
which I seemed to have a knack.  

Over the years the companies for which I was head of sales grew and we were able 
to finance and then eventually take them public. During these processes of growth I 
was able to be part of the various stages of companies’ funding and decided when 
the time was right that I would become part of that business…. what better product 
to have than $ itself! Over the past 18 years I have been in the finance industry from 
investing in companies to managing individuals’ money….. and so that’s how I am in 
the investment business today.   

 Military/Investment Banking:  Jon Ivey     D13 

John Ivey is a native of Weston and a 1999 WHS graduate.  Following high school, he 
attended the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD, where he was 
commissioned as an officer in the United States Navy and earned a B.S. in 
economics.  During the last 11 years, he served in various leadership capacities as a 
Surface Warfare Officer and conducted several wartime operations throughout the 
world.  Operations include: delivering Marines to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, conducting counter-narcotic and anti-piracy operations near Somalia, 
and conducting maritime security operations in the Black Sea near Russia.  Most 
recently, John served as 3rd in Command of the USS DONALD COOK (DDG 75), a 
Guided Missile Destroyer forward-deployed to Rota, Spain in support of European 
Missile Defense.  John recently separated from the Navy and is now an Investment 
Banker, focused on Mergers & Acquisitions and Initial Public Offerings for Technology 
companies. 
 
 



 

Technical Writing:  Dallas Kennedy      D15 

Medical writers work with others in medical services and technology, biotechnology, 
and pharmaceuticals to communicate medical and biological knowledge. Their 
work extends from helping scientists and doctors communicate with each other, to 
marketing and law, to information for patients about their health and treatment. 
 
Technical writers document information technology and software and other non-
medical technology. Like medical writing, technical writing can range from 
providing instructions about everyday technology (like smart phones), to 
documenting the most complex systems ever built (like submarines and spacecraft). 
Technical writers work with others who develop and market these technologies and 
support their users. 
 
Technically-oriented writing is a small but growing field. The Internet and changes in 
the economy have reshaped these careers and shifted opportunities. The need for 
such writers is always changing as the science, technologies, and makers and users 
of the technologies change and develop. 
 

Psychiatrist:  Batool Kazim       D14 

I hope to share with you all that I do every day working as a psychiatrist in a Federal 
all male prison, where I am also a Federal Law Enforcement Officer with the 
Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Prisons. I hope to inspire some of you to 
pursue a career in Medicine, Mental Health, Law Enforcement, or any other field 
where your passion for being an active member of society takes you. It is also 
possible to combine your passions and skills in different areas to create your own 
niche, to be the best you can be. I will also emphasize the importance of creating a 
balance in life early, to prevent Burnout and Stress later in life.  
 

Technology/Entrepreneurship:  Troy Kenyon     D16 

Interested in a STEM education but also like business?  Not sure which way to go?  
My career path is a unique one that started in engineering and ends, at least for 
now, as the co-founder and Managing Director of Mainspring Capital Partners, a 
private growth capital investment firm. 
 
Although engineering wasn’t my long-term passion, the core analytical and 
problem-solving skills provided a strong foundation for tackling business challenges 
as well.  After my MBA and a stint in strategy consulting, I focused full time on 
entrepreneurial ventures.   I have started, invested in and run a variety of 
companies, all focused on solving unique problems across manufacturing, 
technology, healthcare and other interesting markets.  Most recently, Mainspring 
Capital has acquired an aerial firefighting company and led the seed investment in 
a high performance additive manufacturing company.    
 
My talk will focus on using your most effective skills to build an entrepreneurial career 
that is constantly challenging and rewarding.  
 



 

Sponsorship:  Murry Kohl        D17 

Murray is a seasoned Sales and Marketing executive who has spent much of his 
career in the sports world. For the past 18 years he has worked for The New England 
Patriots in Sales. He is responsible for managing a sales team and overseas the 
sponsorship sales operation which leverage all advertising assets of the team as well 
as Gillette Stadium.  
 
Prior to his arrival at the Patriots, Murray spent seven years in Sponsorship Sales for the 
Boston Bruins.  
 
Murray graduated from Middlebury College in 1988 and has his MBA from Isenberg 
School Of Management, UMass Amherst. 
 
 
Corporate Interiors:  Jonathan Lake      D18 

I run a construction/real estate/development company that I started 8 years ago. 
We specialize in commercial interior construction. Our clients are some of the most 
successful private and public business within the greater Boston region. We have 
annual sales in the $40MM range and employ about 50 people. 
 
My path is not typical, I did not go to college. As a high schooler I was not motivated 
and graduated at the bottom of my class with poor grades.  After high school I 
served as an active duty enlisted solider in the Airforce. There I learned a great deal 
about people and was able to mature and gain some understanding about the 
world around me. 
Generally getting up at 4:30 every morning for 15 or so years and learning the 
business as much as I could.  Eventually starting my own business in a similar field. 
Much to my amazement people responded and hired me to do their construction 
projects. They did so because I had built a bond with them based on trust and they 
gave me a shot. 
 
I would love to share with you what I have learned on my journey in business life.. 
what I have learned and what’s important for success. 
 
 

Designer/Art:  Scott Listfield       D19 

Scott Listfield is a graduate of Weston High School and, believe it or not, actually 
makes a living as a full time artist. He is known for his paintings, which feature a lone 
exploratory astronaut lost in a landscape cluttered with pop culture icons, corporate 
logos, and tongue-in-cheek science fiction references. Scott studied art at 
Dartmouth College and has had gallery and museum shows of his work in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, London, Chicago, New York, Miami, and Boston, among 
other places. To learn more about him, please visit his website at 
www.astronautdinosaur.com, or follow him on Instagram. 
 
 



 

Marketing:  Alison Moore       D21 

Learn how to market yourself and how to develop your own brand and use it to 
achieve success in life and work. I will talk about key marketing principles you can 
learn today that will help you build towards a rewarding career. In this session, we 
will discuss how to identify your core brand assets, develop your own “value 
proposition,” differentiate yourself, craft compelling messages, and build a network. 
 
 

Real Estate:  Amy Mizner        D20 

Amy Mizner is the founding Principal of Beniot Mizner Simon and Company. She 
launched the largest independent real estate company in Metro West in 2010. 
Today, with over 120 sales associates, offices in Weston, Wellesley, and Needham 
and over $500 million in home sales in 2017, you will learn the trials and tribulations of 
the residential real estate industry. Amy will shate her secrets of building a brand that 
makes heads turn and everyone say, “There’s a reason their signs are everywhere!”.  
 
 

Web App:  Rochelle Nemrow       D23 

Rochelle Nemrow is the CEO and founder FamilyID, the online program registration 
platform that is used by more than a million families and thousands of schools (like 
Weston athletics) and other program providers throughout the country. She will talk 
about her journey as an entrepreneur and what it’s like to start and grow a 
company. Are you cut out to be an entrepreneur? Is building a start-up company 
something you’ve thought about? Topics will include how to come up with a 
business idea, testing the market, financing a business, and what it’s really like to 
start and build a company.  
 

Radiology:  Justine Morris       D22 

Come hear about a typical day in the life of a general radiologist in the community 
hospital setting which includes interpreting Xrays, ultrasounds, mammograms, MRIs, 
CTs, nuclear medicine imaging and performing imaging guided procedures such as 
biopsies and drainages. I have a collection of interesting images representing a 
variety of conditions from fractures to pneumonia to cancer to show you. I shall also 
talk about my somewhat circuitous career path that took me from studying 
medicine in the UK to becoming a consultant radiologist in the US! 
 
 



 

Interior Design:  Katie Rosenfeld     D26 

Known for her no-holds-barred approach to color and pattern, Katie Rosenfeld’s 
design style can be summed up as happy, family friendly and approachable. Equal 
parts vintage and modern, classic and contemporary, Katie’s picks range from fresh 
traditional to 20th century vintage with bits of quirky and ironic added for good 
measure. And let’s not forget Katie’s almost always present nod to chinoiserie. 

Common threads that run through Katie’s projects include a sense of humor, layers 
of pattern, and items mixed together to create a bespoke and special space. For 
Katie, your spaces should be comfortable, safe and continually interesting to look 
at… but flexible enough to meet the demands of family life and the changes that 
come with a life well lived. 

 

Drug Discovery/Pharmacy:  Timothy Ramsey    D24 

Digital Marketing and Author:  David Reske     D25 

Marketing has changed dramatically in the last few years because of thousands of 
new marketing software tools and dozens of channels available to promote your 
product or service. This session will explain how digital marketing works, how to 
create a successful marketing campaign and the many types of jobs available in 
digital marketing today. We’ll discuss how to develop a marketing strategy, plan 
and budget that will drive solid marketing results. 
 
1. How to build a solid digital marketing strategy using digital analysis tools, 
competitive research and personas. 
2. How to build a marketing budget that is tied to your business goals and allocates 
funds in the most efficient and effective way possible. 
3. How to build an integrated digital marketing campaign 
 

What causes diseases?  Why are some people predisposed to diseases while others 
are not? How are drugs discovered to cure diseases?  Medical or Pharmaceutical 
researchers try to understand disease origins in order to identify novel curative 
medicines for patients.  The process begins with mechanistic hypotheses that are 
tested in a series of experiments to determine the validity of the hypotheses.  Early 
hypotheses are usually tested in living human cells followed by animal models that 
attempt to recapitulate the human disease.  If the hypotheses are still true they are 
tested for toxicity in animals before testing in humans.  Human clinical trials 
determine the safety and side effects as well as the effect of treatment on the 
disease before it can be approved by the health authorities for sale.   
 
 



 

  

Special Education:  Heather Sawash      D27 

Heather took a rather traditional path to her career in special education. Heather 
received her Bachelor of Science in Special Education from Westfield State College 
and her Masters of Science in Behavior Analysis from Simmons College. In 2009, 
Heather began her career at RCS Learning Center as a Behavior Therapist. Soon 
after that, she was promoted to the position of Special Education Teacher within the 
center. In 2015, Heather transitioned to the Learning Center’s sister company, RCS 
Behavioral and Educational Consulting as a program supervisor. Heather is now 
responsible for staff and parent training, development of behavior support plans and 
much more. Heather’s areas of interest include teacher consultation and 
implementation of self-help skills.  
 
 Data Management:  Kimberly Sharp      D28 

Kimberly began her professional career in financial services working for Boston-based 
Putnam Investments.  In her role as a Regional Marketing Director she supported 
financial advisors in growing their businesses.  After 6 years, she made the decision to 
leave the world of finance to follow her passion for all things retail and joined the BJ’s 
Wholesale Club team in 2009. 

She began her career at BJ’s working in Supply Chain and through a series of 
promotions became a Category Merchant in the Food Division.  In 2013, Kimberly 
was asked to serve as a key team member on BJ’s largest IT project to date – an 
Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) implementation. Today, as the Director of 
Business Systems, she leads a team charged with enhancing the strategic 
capabilities of BJ’s through the transformation of business process, information 
management and technical solutions. A career path is most often a twisted path of 
blunders, luck and hard work. Discover the losses, triumphs and lessons on the path 
from intern to executive at one of the Top 5 Hottest Retailers of 2017. 
 
 

Orthodontics:  Lokesh Suri       D30 

Dr. Lokesh Suri is a practicing Orthodontist in Boston and Waltham, as well as 
Associate Professor and Director for Pre-doctoral Orthodontics at Tufts University. In 
addition to his orthodontics practice, Dr. Suri likes to teach research, publish and 
spend time with his family. He is looking forward to talking dentistry to teenagers 
whose mouths are not propped open. 
 

Entrepreneurship/Design:  Jacquie Sullivan     D29 
 
Learn how to take a career you are passionate about and turn it into a successful 
corporation. Acquire valuable insight and learn the steps involved to be an 
accomplished entrepreneur. My design career progressed from an executive facilitator 
at Citicorp in NYC , a corporate designer, an executive manager to owning my own 
corporation, Corporate Furniture Concepts. 
  
This discussion will evolve and  be specifically tailored to those who attend each session. 
We will focus on the subject attendees most want to learn about in each particular class, 
whether it involves design build, sales or entrepreneurship. 



 

  

Non-Profit:  Meg Umlas        D32 

CJ will be speaking about his experiences as an engineer working on robots and 
race cars.  CJ (WHS class of 2010) graduated from Case Western Reserve University 
in Cleveland, Ohio with a degree in Mechanical Engineering.  At CWRU, he 
captained the Baja team, a student group that designs, builds and races a single-
seat, off-road race car every year. His focus was the vehicle engine and 
transmission.  After graduation, CJ started work at Barrett Technology, a spin-out of 
the MIT Artificial Intelligence lab that makes human-friendly robotic arms and 
hands.  He works with a dynamic group of engineers and clinical specialists on Burt, 
Barrett's new neuromuscular rehabilitation robot.  Working at a small company has 
some exciting benefits, including international travel for customer support and trade 
shows.  CJ has had the opportunity to travel to Sweden and South Korea, where he 
learned how to use a hoverboard.  Come to the presentation and see the video! 
 

Architecture:  Miriam Tuchman       D31 

For more than 25 years, I have worked in the non-profit sector (American 
Cancer Society, Syracuse University and Boston University) and am happy to 
discuss my career path- which has very little to do with what I studied in 
college (TV/Radio &amp; Film). My expertise is primarily in event 
planning/alumni relations & engagement/fundraising. I have worked at 
Boston University for 18 years, where I served as Executive Director of Alumni 
Relations for about 12; and am now director of Campaign & Development 
events, where I produce events for our donors and prospects across the 
globe. 
 

I started my career as an architect in a design firm, but soon learned that there were 
many ways to be an architect. Architects solve challenges by designing spaces but 
there is always a process that is the means to the end product that involves many 
stakeholders, engineers, contractors, equipment vendors, lawyers, consultants, 
government officials, and many more who all have a part to play and have 
important information to contribute. There is also the natural environment, politics, 
building codes, budgets and schedules which bend the project in unique ways. I 
grew to become a specialist in the process itself. I focus on solving the problems and 
advancing the project so that it is successful for everyone involved. I run two 
companies in the field of Owner’s Project Management, one is a for-profit that 
specializes in managing the planning, design, and construction of healthcare 
projects and the other is a non-profit that supports the healthcare and education of 
90 children in Haiti through sustainable design and mobile technology. 
 
 

Robotics:  CJ Valle        D33 



 

 

From the moment we wake up in the morning until the moment we fall asleep we 
are constantly barraged with sensory stimuli.  The smell of coffee, the buzzing of the 
alarm, the dinging of text alerts, yet somehow we must identify the salient sensory 
stimuli and ignore the rest in order to generate appropriate behavioral response 
each moment.  Which stimuli we identify to be salient could depend on additional 
factors such as our external and internal environments.  For example, after a good 
night’s sleep, coffee might not be considered a salient stimulus.  If, however, you 
were studying the night before, the smell and taste of coffee might become highly 
salient the very next day.  Scientists are still trying to understand how the brain knows 
what to pay attention to in changing internal and external conditions.  Professor 
Wasserman is an assistant professor in the neuroscience program at Wellesley 
College.  Her lab uses fruit flies and custom-built virtual reality flight simulators to 
understand how neural circuits accomplish multimodal integration to drive 
contextually appropriate behavior to identify novel therapeutic targets to promote 
healthy brain functions.  She will discuss her career trajectory and also share some of 
her research results. 
 
Nursing: Jodi Wolf         D35 

Entrepreneurship:  Alejandro Yegros      D36 

I started my career as a nurse in 1995 after earning my BSN at University of Detroit-
Mercy in Detroit Michigan. I also worked as a Nurses Aide in high school at a nursing 
home in St Claire Shores Michigan.   My first job out of nursing school was on a 
medical floor at a community hospital in the town I grew up in Grosse Pointe 
Michigan.  I worked on a Neuro-Surgical unit as well as an Infectious disease unit.  I 
loved working there and thought pediatrics would be my final stop in Nursing.  I 
moved to Boston in the fall of 1996. I moved in with my college room mate who lived 
in the North End, and got a job at Massachusetts General Hospital. They hired me to 
work in their new Special Care Nursery, because of my pediatric background.  Due 
to staffing shortages on the Labor & Delivery unit my nurse manager asked me if I 
would consider being cross trained to Labor and Delivery/Post Partum units.  I stayed 
at MGH for 15 years and then made a change to Mt Auburn Hospital in Cambridge 
MA. My career so far has not just taught me how to care for a laboring woman, but 
it has also presented me with a cross section of people from the greater Boston 
area.  I have learned so much about different cultures, families and the multiple 
different views about child bearing.  I never have a boring day at work and still enjoy 
it each and every shift I work, I feel very fortunate to be a nurse.   You will always 
have a job as a nurse.  
 

Neuroscience:  Sara Wasserman      D34 

If you’ve taken a language class you’ve probably used CONJUGUEMOS.COM. If you 
have friends in other schools, they probably have used it too. This website is used by 
language students all over the country. I’ve been a language teacher all my life 
and had no formal programming training, but about fifteen years ago I started to 
program as a hobby and working on the idea of having a conjugating program that 
would help me in teaching my class. From that idea and many years of work 
CONJUGUEMOS has grown into a nationally known website/business… and this is 
something that I could have never imagined. I hope to talk about how your passions 
can evolve and take you into a completely different area of expertise.   
 
 


