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8th Grade Washington, DC Trip Changes 
We have big changes afoot for our annual Weston Middle School 8th grade trip to Washington, 
DC.  Instead of partnering with an educational tour company, we are now partnering with the 
civics education institution Close Up, a shift that will help the program better integrate with our 
new Civics focus in 8th grade. While the program will still include some visits to historic sites, 
much of it will focus on students interacting with their elected legislators and participating in 
debates and other structured learning activities.  Additionally, the entire group will now be flying 
rather than traveling to DC by bus.  The trip is the week of June 10.  History teachers Mike 
Brown, Ed McLoughlin, and Kerry Dunne will be on the trip as student chaperones. 
 
You are invited! Vietnam War Event this Friday, May 17 9 a.m.- 10:45a.m. (ish) 
Roger Harris, an African-American Vietnam Veteran and retired Boston Public Schools principal 
will be in the media center during B block (starting at 9 a.m.) and most of A block on Friday 
morning.  He will be presenting to all of our College Prep level United States History students as 
well as other interested students about his experiences during the war and his return to his 
Roxbury neighborhood of Boston after the war. Roger’s account was featured prominently in the 
recent Ken Burns series The War, and he will show clips from this documentary during his 
presentation.  He will also take questions from the audience.  Thank you to Robin Wanosky and 
Sean Smith for coordinating this event, and to WEEFC for their generous funding of Roger’s 
presentation.  Interested community members are welcome to join us for all or part of the 
presentation- just email Robin Wanosky at wanoskyr@weston.org. 
 
Place Based Learning 
Hey, let’s celebrate some successes this year!  Place Based Education means taking 
advantage of community resources to engage students, enhance learning, and build 
connections between students and the community and broader world around them. It is 
definitely a best practice of history/social studies instruction, and we have had plenty of 
examples of it in our classes this spring! 
 
Here are some examples of place based learning in our classes this year: 

- Michi Kurata bringing in Weston resident Peter Hill to discuss his parents’ survival of the 
Holocaust as well as efforts in Boston to preserve memory of the Holocaust with her 
world history students. 

- Sue Bairstow and Don Benson arranging for world history students to see a live 
(optional, evening) performance of We Live in Cairo a musical about the Arab Spring 
performed at the A.R.T. in Cambridge. 

- Kim Young and Angela Lee bringing in a range of local speakers on the topic of forced 
migration in the world today for a 9th-grade world history symposium. 

- Kerry Dunne and Don Benson bringing all AP Euro students to visit the amazing 
Museum of WWII in Natick, and providing optional extra credit opportunities for students 
to explore Armenian Watertown and the Polish Triangle in Dorchester. 

https://www.closeup.org/
https://promiseofplace.org/what-is-pbe/what-is-place-based-education


- Sean Smith and Robin Wanosky taking their AP US students to engage in document 
analysis about Prohibition in Massachusetts at the Mass Archives/Commonwealth 
Museum in Boston. 

- Kim Young arranging to bring in Christina Minions, Research Assistant at the Woods 
Hole Research Center to discuss changing the Arctic environment and its impact on 
indigenous peoples, and Dan Hammer, data scientist and National Geographic Explorer, 
to work with Grade 9 students to develop Google Earth Pro maps of Mount Everest to 
assist climbers. 

- Katie Tucker bringing in Weston parent Dr. Kiran Lulla to speak to her AP Psych classes 
about her work in child and adolescent psychiatry. 

- Georgeann Bossers bringing Weston grandmother Patricia Burns to speak to her 
granddaughter’s 6th grade world geography class about her time living and teaching in 
Ethiopia, Botswana, Nigeria and Egypt. 

- Sean Smith bringing in Harvard Business School professor and Weston parent Bob 
White to run a mock entrepreneurship case study with our Economics students. 

- Monny Cochran took advantage of National Judicial Outreach Month, organized by the 
American Bar Association, and brought in Woburn District Court Judge Sarah Ellis to 
speak to his government students about her career path and cases she has tried. 

- Our June Academy classes are embracing place based learning as well: Sue Bairstow 
and Debbie McLoughlin are exploring service learning with their students by volunteering 
at sites including Catie’s Closet in Hyde Park and A Place to Turn in Natick, and Robin 
Wanosky’s course looking at the modern veteran’s experience during the War on Terror 
will feature a session led by the U.S. Army base at Natick Labs’ public affairs officer 
Dave Accetta, a 25 year infantry officer and paratrooper who served in the Gulf War, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan. 

 
Curriculum and Program of Studies Shifts for 2019-2020 
We are now operating under the (passed in June, 2018) new Massachusetts History and Social 
Science Frameworks, which feature 7 core practice standards for K-12 social studies education, 
updated content standards, and an emphasis on civic education in grade 8. 
Our significant curriculum changes include: 

- The addition of a dual enrollment one semester, honors weight economics course 
“Economic Ideas and Issues” at WHS.  This will be taught by Sean Smith, following the 
curriculum and assessments developed by Syracuse University economics professor 
Jerry Evensky.  Students will have the option of earning 3 undergraduate credits from 
Syracuse University. 

- The transition from our full year American Government elective to a half year honors 
weight elective “Power, Justice, and the American Political System.”  Monny Cochran will 
be teaching this in the fall and the spring. 

- We will continue to refine our embedded honors option in grade 10 Modern World 
History and will review and change some of the book selections from our initial year 
during teacher workshop time this summer. 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/hss/2018-12.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/hss/2018-12.pdf


- With the passage of  S.2631, "An Act to Promote and Enhance Civic Engagement." in 
November, all middle and high school students in MA must now complete a civic 
learning experience. Our new 8th grade Civics focused coursework will meet this 
requirement, and our 9th grade world history team will be using summer workshop time 
to plan for a global citizenship project-based learning experience that will meet this 
requirement. 

- Our 8th grade social studies curriculum will now focus on civics and American 
government, with some study of colonial, revolutionary, and Constitutional history 
interwoven into the year. 

 
Feature Photos 
Ms. Young’s students holding arctic permafrost 

 
 
Three U.S. army veterans of operations in Iraq visiting our Contemporary World Issues class. 



 
 
Diana Lee’s Grade 7 Ancient Civ students created cartoons explaining the causes and events of 
the Trojan War.  Here’s a nice one! 



 


