
 

Travel Itinerary 

 
Life in the Bateyes 
Dominican Republic 
 
Rustic Pathways Main Contact: Michael Jauregui 
USA Contact Information: Michael@rusticpathways.com 
 
Explore the ongoing challenges facing the bateyes, barracks originally built for migrant sugar cane 
workers, and now settled as permanent settlements for families and entire communities, typically with 
substandard housing. Get to know the community and contribute to ongoing infrastructure service 
projects such as building and repairing homes or supporting local agriculture and education initiatives. 
Take a break from service and enjoy the beautiful beaches of Bayahibe where you’ll get to swim, snorkel 
and relax. 
 
Day 1: Welcome to the Dominican Republic!  
Arrive into Las Americas International Airport in Santo Domingo (SDQ) and meet your Program Leaders 
who will be with you for the duration of the program. Head directly to the volunteer center in San Pedro 
and settle in, relaxing after your long flight. Join the group for an orientation discussion about the week 
ahead, expectations for your adventure, and an introduction to the local culture. Have a hot, local dinner 
and get some sleep for a big day tomorrow. 
 
Flight Details: (flight number to name of airport, if applicable) 
Overnight: Volunteer Center, San Pedro de Macoris, Dominican Republic 
 
Days 2 – 3: Batey Community Projects 
Contribute to ongoing development projects to support local communities of sugar cane workers 
marginalized by Dominican society. Work on service projects in the Batey community for the next four 
days. Projects may include infrastructure rehabilitation, agricultural work with local farmers or health 
initiatives.  
 
Overnight: Volunteer Center, San Pedro de Macoris, Dominican Republic 
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Day 4: Tropical Paradise 
Wake up early and board the bus to Bayahibe; a beautiful coastal town with white sand beaches and 
turquoise waters. Take a catamaran tour of Isla Saona, stopping along the way to snorkel and enjoy 
various beaches. Spend the evening relaxing in this quaint Dominican town.  
 
Overnight: Bayahibe Hotel, Bayahibe, Dominican Republic 
 
Day 5: Explore Santo Domingo 
In the morning, head back to the capital for a tour of the Colonial Zone of Santo Domingo. This is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site and is home to the first university, cathedral and hospital in the Americas. 
Take a tour of the walled city and learn about the deep history of the first European settlement in the 
Americas. After touring the Colonial Zone, head over to a special dinner and dance show at a local 
Dominican restaurant. 
 
At the end of each program, students reflect on their experiences and the issues they engaged with, and 
talk about how to apply this new understanding to their own worlds. During or after their closing 
discussion, groups participate in Rustic Ties, a unique and powerful activity that allows students to 
capture the memories and learning moments of their program to process and share with their 
communities back home. 
  
Overnight: Hotel, Santo Domingo 
 
Day 6: ¡Adiós, Dominican Republic! 
Say goodbye to your new friends and to the beautiful DR. Your Program Leaders will take you to the 
airport for your departure as you say goodbyes and reflect on your adventure.  
 
Flight Details: Rustic Pathways can book your flights upon request 
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Program Details 
Program Cost: $1839 + international airfare (estimated at $750). We will organize the international and 
domestic airfare for you 
 
Price is based on a minimum group of 15 students and 2 chaperones.  
 
Service Hours: 12 
 
Program Includes: 

● 5 nights of accommodation 
● All meals all days 
● All transportation 
● Rustic Pathways full-time international and local guides 
● All activities as detailed in your itinerary 
● Single point of contact from Rustic Pathways for support leading up to the program 
● Rustic Pathways 24-hour emergency support throughout program 
● International SOS emergency evacuation insurance 
● All airport taxes and departure fees 
● All fees, community service donations, and guide tips 

  
An Important Note About Availability and Schedule Changes: 
 
The listed prices and program availability outlined in this itinerary are confirmed through [date one month 
from delivery]. After [date], we reserve the right to offer this program to a different school or other group. 
 
Rustic Pathways reserves the right to change, alter, or amend the daily itinerary for this trip at any time. 
Changes can be made for various reasons including changes in flight or program schedules, changes in 
the schedules of various external operators or partner organizations, changes due to weather or safety 
concerns, the addition of new activities into a trip, or the substitution of a new activity for an old activity. 
The itinerary shown here provides our best projection of the daily schedule for this program. As with any 
travel program, some changes may occur.  
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