
Weston Rail Trail Social 
Justice art mural 

There are two underpasses on the new Mass Central Rail Trail in Weston, under Concord Rd and under Church Street. 
Each of the two concrete underpasses are 40 feet long and 200 feet high. My Studio Art 2,3,4 classes have been 
granted by the Town of Weston and MASS Department of transportation to paint on the Concord Rd. underpass. With 
the leadership of mural artist, MAKERJAKE, we will be actively painting in June 2021 the following designs which will be 
10 feet by 10 feet  each.

I am actively showcasing various social justice and empathy themed art during class as well as sharing articles and 
videos  about the power of street art. My students are becoming more aware of how the visual arts can make a positive 
impact in becoming creative civic leaders.



Student Mural Designs
Studio Art 2,3,4 students

2021 Weston Rail Trail Proposal

What does FREEDOM mean to you?

With Freedom comes responsibility.

What social responsibilities, actions, mindset can we illustrate to become better Allies (a 
person who is not a member of a marginalized or mistreated group but who expresses or 
gives support to that group) and create a more inclusive and just world?

 



Emma Hsiao
In my mural, I tried to depict a bald eagle flying 
overhead of the sea.  The bald eagle is an 
iconic American symbol, and I wanted to 
combine it with the idea of freedom associated 
with the boundless seas and skies.  

In addition, I tried to balance the composition 
of the image.  The clouds are arranged 
circularly around the eagle, and the water 
crests up on both sides of the image.



Olivia Yang
To me, freedom is the ability to express one's identity fully. I 
consider myself an Asian-American, and it has always been a 
large part of me. Although I live in America, my parents never 
let me forget my heritage and my beautiful culture. Something 
that is symbolic in Asian culture is the koi fish. They're 
especially popular in Japan, but can be seen throughout east 
Asia as valued pets or in hotel ponds. Koi fish represent good 
luck, abundance, courage, and perseverance. Those are 
some values that are needed in order to achieve freedom. Koi 
Fish are free creatures who in the wild flow through rivers and 
streams beautifully and peacefully. Perfect freedom may not 
be attainable, but something close to it is something everyone 
should desire and work towards. I chose a simple monoline 
design for the lineart with very basic coloring and shading. 
The girl's outfit in this drawing is inspired by the hanfu, one of 
the many traditional wear of the Chinese. I also decided to 
add movement with her dress and hair to symbolize some 
sort of wind or passion. Lastly, the airbrushed yellow that 
radiates from the center is a glowing light of brilliance. 
Freedom is the light that comes from the heart, that needs 
courage, passion, and perseverance. I



Eloise Froelich
I have a couple of sketches. Most of them are 
about different issues based around social 
justice. Some examples are body positivity, 
gender equality, the inauguration speak, and 
helping our earth



Natalie Zhang
My design consists of an Asian, specifically Japanese, woman 
wearing traditional clothing. The beautiful hair accessories and 
fabric displayed in this design show off ancient dress and 
adornment. Clothing was a very important cultural aspect of 
Japanese and other Asian societies, and often associated 
people with different social classes and statuses. Even the 
color of the fabric held a lot of significance, and could 
symbolize different things. I think that it is very important for 
people to admire the beauties of Asian culture and realize that 
the mysterious continent that is on the other side of the globe is 
an amazing place full of infinite wonders. 

I decided to go with a monochromatic black and white 
palette with pops of red all over the design. Red is an important 
color in both Chinese and Japanese culture and is seen by the 
Japanese as a way to scare away evil spirits. The sun in the 
top left of the design is a reference to the Japanese flag, as 
well as the dot on the girl’s forehead. As a Chinese girl myself, I 
adore traditional Asian fashion and love the detailed 
accessories that the people wore in their hair. Especially with 
the recent racism towards Asians and COVID-19, I hope that 
with this mural, more people can enjoy these past clothing 
styles and embrace Asian culture.



Benjamin Duggan
This sketch is centered around creative 
freedom, as the title implies. It's meant to 
symbolize expressing unique ideas through 
art. I chose to do this because I felt I could 
have fun with it while still sticking to the theme 
of 'freedom'.  The main point of reference for 
this sketch is psychedelic artwork from the 
60's and 70's, particularly from the works of 
Bob Pepper and Karl Ferris. 



Julia Niemann
My design features a butterfly, which I felt was something that really 
embodied freedom. Butterflies are very free creatures, flying around 
and doing as they please. They are also very  beautiful and delicate. 
This to me feels similar to freedom. Freedom is something that 
everyone wants, and strives to get. It is a beautiful idea to hold. 
However, if we aren't careful, and don't work to keep freedom for 
ourselves and others, it can easily fly away.

Additionally, butterflies are connect to freedom in their 
metamorphosis. Butterflies, while they are free when fully grown, 
don't start out that way. Caterpillars aren't the beautiful flying 
creatures that you think of in butterflies. In fact, caterpillars even 
have to trap themselves in chrysalises, essentially taking away any 
freedom they had before. However, this allows for them to transform 
and become butterflies. Even if it seems hard sometimes, and it feels 
like our freedom is taken away, as people fight and work to create 
change, brighter times will come, and you will feel more free than 
ever before.



Maggie Niemann
For this design, my original inspiration drew from some of the words in 
the poem "The Hill We Climb" which was read by Amanda Gorman at 
the presidential inauguration this year. One idea that is mentioned in 
this piece that I was struck by visually was the idea of the contrast 
between light and darkness in the climate of today. To use Gorman's 
words, "When day comes we step out of the shade, / aflame and 
unafraid" expressing a movement out of darkness into light. I took this 
image and put my own take on it also incorporating the contrast of gray 
tones to brighter/more vibrant colors. As I work with the design more 
and refine my sketches, I also aim to incorporate more shining light into 
the window(s) and more movement and direction in the color that is 
streaming in.

I think the concept of this design does fit well with the theme of 
freedom. While many think of freedom being represented by barriers 
being broken, I find that the concept of light and color works even 
better because there is a fluidity and blending that is achieved without 
the negative concepts of barriers being broken. By light and color 
streaming in blending with the harsh darkness, the concept of freedom 
is coming into play by a joining of forces as opposed to chains 



Carolyn Choi
I chose this mural design because I thought 
that it would have a great meaning to our 
community, and many other communities. I 
want to spread to the world that no matter how 
people sees other people, nothing will change 
the fact that we are all connected. That we 
aren't so different from each other. Sure there 
will be differences in skin color, hair color, 
culture, and religious beliefs, but their 
personalities may be the same. 

With this message, I would like the rest of the 
world to know that there doesn't have to be 
any racism or stereotypes of other people out 
there. People are people, and it doesn't matter 
what they look like on the outside. What truly 
matters is how everyone sees them in their 
heart, and understands them for who they are. 



Isabella Duggan
My design shows that we need to be 
spreading and sharing love and equality. Just 
like flowers, we should be thinking about 
growing our society in a beautiful, positive 
direction. It also shows how equality is 
something natural and pretty and will help 
better our world.



Sage Hadley
When given this project, I immediately thought of designs 
that were more negative, and that were within only 
America.  After taking a step back I not only tried to 
capture a positive outlook on things, but I also tried to 
show that there are things going on all over the world. In 
this piece I created a piece that shows these people 
climbing all over the world, which was supposed to 
represent people and their separate problems. I also tried 
to show the people working together to help people get to 
the top of the world or helping each other conquer their 
problems weather they had the same problems or different 
ones. Overall, I tried to capture this idea that no one is 
alone, and if we want to end world problems or our own 
problems helping and working together is the only way.



Annika Swift
My design is really about the concept of gaining or being free and what comes with that. Freedom to me is 
something to gain and something that has been hard to attain especially for minority groups and people who have 
been persecuted or attacked for being who they are. My goal for this project was to show what has been holding 
people who are POC and or are a part of the LGBTQ+ community, or just people back. There will be a grey 
background for an old birdcage. This grey represents the bleakness and sort of negativity that the birdcage resides 
in. The birdcage represents the society/ the cage that has been keeping the "birds" or the people from freedom. The 
bars are fused with words that represent what these people have gone through or have experienced. These words 
include racism, dehumanization, suppression, abuse, and chosen ignorance just to name a few. These bars and the 
birdcage itself are bent and beat up and the bars will be rusted to show how long they have been in place and how 
long people have experienced these things.

 

There are some bars that will be bent and actually broken through to show what the birds broke through in order to 
finally free themselves. There will be bars that stay to show how hard they were fought against and how long they 
have stayed in our society, how they will still stay in society. The birds are imprisoned and have been criminalized in 
that society, our society. The birds, however, will leave that society, having freed themselves from that society. They 
have fought long and hard and there will be some feathers left floating to show that they have left and to serve as a 
reminder of who was there and what the struggle was. They deserve that freedom, they deserve to live life out of 
confinement and should be allowed to soar and experience the beauty that the world has to offer, not the ugliness 
that plagues our society. They will be free to change the world for the better and no longer be held back by those 
who don't want them to succeed or live in freedom. There will be one side of the design that is completely 
unplanned and abstract but it will represent the unplanned and new future that is bright and beautiful and different 
from the one before. 



Andrea In
This mural design represents how the good 
can crawl out from beneath the bad. The color 
contrast of the vibrant green vines growing out 
from the black and white cracks accentuates 
this idea.  



Yi Fei Hu
In the drawing I'm trying to show 
how during the coronavirus 
everyone is abandoned and 
isolated from the outside world, 
and our eyes and mouth are 
covered because we don't know 
what is going on. 



Lara Moukaddem
Freedom to me means unity and equality. 
Being able to work with one another as 
one with the hopes for everyone to 
succeed and not trying to put others below 
you or drag them down just so you can get 
ahead. It is about giving everyone an 
opportunity to be great no matter their 
background or beliefs. It is about being 
morally good and of course it is okay to 
want the best for yourself but it means 
being happy for when others succeed even 
if you are not where you want to be just 
yet. Freedom is trust and hope that people 
can work together in harmony with 
absolutely no constraints because in a 
perfect world no one would take that for 
granted. 



Eunice Lee

"Unconditional" illustrates a lynx and her kitten. The 
mother represents Weston, as the wildcat is the 
town’s mascot. She loves, accepts, and protects her 
young without limit, which is clear in her defensive 
stance and sharp gaze. The kitten is made up of the 
silhouettes of people and represents the diverse 
people who are part of the Weston community.  

The fierce, boundless love of the mother echoes a 
message valuable to Weston: regardless of one's 
identity, they will be welcomed and protected here. 
Of course, this is a message that must be applied, 
so this mural design serves as both an invitation 
and a call to action - that we, as a community, 
should strive for social justice and for equality akin 
to a mother's unconditionality. 



Deven 
Buchanan-Maule

 This piece symbolizes many things. When 
I think about driving I correlate it to 
freedom. There’s nothing like a long drive 
that helps you get away and get your mind 
off your current problems. This piece can 
also relate to driving to a better place 
which can relate to driving to a better 
future for all minorities. I added quotes 
from the poem that stood out to me the 
most.







Lizzy McKenzie
Hence the name, I was very inspired by the "butterfly effect" for the message of 
my piece; the notion that small events or actions can have a big impact on the 
world. I think this message is very important for social justice, because I know 
that I and many others have felt discouraged from participating in various 
causes in worry that our actions will have no greater effect or meaning. The 
notion that even the smallest actions can lead to change is very inspiring to 
me. 

I chose to place the butterflies in a woman's afro, because one example I could 
think of when it comes to small acts of resistance is the Natural Hair 
Movement, where black women encourage each other and themselves to 
embrace their natural hair texture in defiance of the long history of oppression 
and discrimination connected to their hair that still persists today. 



Sofia Desio, Laurel 
Davidoff


