
 
 

6th Grade Summer Reading 2017 
 
 

 
Dear Sixth Grade Reader, 
The sixth grade English teachers present you with this list of great books.  If you already know some 

books that you would like to read this summer, that’s fabulous, but if you’re stuck for suggestions, please 

feel free to use this list if you are looking for a variety of titles.  These books represent some of 

the best contemporary works by award-winning authors.  Have a restful and fun-filled summer! 

Happy Reading, 

 
 

Mrs. Barry, Mrs. Kasrel, Ms. Martin, Mrs. Narciso, Ms. Oshman, Mrs. Payne   
and Ms. Sousa, School Librarian 
 
 
Summer Reading Key:  

= eBook available in school catalog 

= Digital Audiobook available in school catalog 
F&P = Fountas and Pinnell Reading Level available in school catalog 
 
 

Historical Fiction  

 
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker - The War that Saved My Life  

A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English countryside during 

World War II, where they find life to be much sweeter away from their abusive mother. 

 



Curtis, Christopher Paul - The Watsons Go to Birmingham 1963 

The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an African-American family living in 

Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 

1963.  

Curtis, Christopher Paul - Bud, not Buddy 

After losing his mother and being shuffled around to various foster homes, 10-year-old Bud sets out 

on a journey to find his long lost father.  F&P U 
  

Draper, Sharon  - Stella by Starlight 

When a burning cross set by the Klan causes panic and fear in 1932 Bumblebee, North Carolina, 

fifth-grader Stella must face prejudice and find the strength to demand change in her segregated 

town.  

Nielsen, Jennifer - A Night Divided 

Four years after the Berlin Wall went up, in 1961, 12-year-old Gerta Lowe is eager for freedom and to 

reunite her family. Separated from her father on Germany’s west side, Gerta, her brother Fritz, and 

her mother live in East Germany under Communist rule and near-relentless scrutiny. One day, she 

sees her father on a platform overlooking the wall, and she realizes he’s trying to send her a 

message: dig a tunnel! With the help of Fritz, the two siblings plan carefully, overcome dangerous 

obstacles, and then face the toughest task of all: convincing their mother to escape with them. 

 

 Ryan, Pam Munoz - Becoming Naomi Leon 

Naomi lives peacefully with her grandmother and brother Owen in a trailer park.  But the return of her 

mother after a 7 year absence poses all sorts of questions and a lot of trouble.  F&P V 

 

Taylor, Mildred - The Land 

The prequel to Taylor's Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  In it, Paul Edward Logan, the son of a White 

father and a Black mother, finds himself caught between worlds as he pursues his dream of owning 

land in the years following the Civil War.   

 
  



Salisbury, Graham - Under the Blood-red Sun 

Tomikazu Nakaji's biggest concerns are baseball, homework,  and a local bully, until life with his 

Japanese family in Hawaii changes drastically after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in December 1941. 

F&P W 

 

Vanderpool, Clare - Moon over Manifest 

In the summer of 1936, 12-year-old Abilene Tucker is sent to live in Manifest, Kansas.  She uncovers 

things about her father's past through his friends, letters, and old newspaper clippings.  The setting 

and time period jump between the Depression and World War I.  F&P Z 
  

Williams-Garcia, Rita - One Crazy Summer 

In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California to spend a month with the 

mother they barely know, 11-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome. 

They discover that their mother, a successful poet and printer is resentful of the intrusion of their visit 

and wants them to attend a nearby summer camp run by Black Panthers, a Black American 

organization supporting the rights of Blacks. F&P W 
  

 

Poetry    

Clinton, Catherine, ed. – I, Too, Sing America: Three Centuries of African American Poetry  

From the first known African Poet, Lucy Terry, to recent poet laureate Rita Dove, this book captures 

the enormous talent and passion of African American writers.   

 

Driscoll, Michael, ed. – A Child’s Introduction to Poetry 

This charming anthology introduces students to the joy of all kinds of poetry including limericks, haiku, 

sonnet,  and free verse, with biographical overviews of famous poets from Homer, Shakespeare and 



Wordsworth to Robert Frost and Langston Hughes. This lush volume includes a CD of all of the 

poetry contained within the collection. 

 

Janeckzo, Paul – A Poke in the I: a Collection of Concrete Poems  

(illustrated by Chris Rachka) Chris Rachka’s amusing and clever illustrations make this book a 

favorite. 

  

Nye, Naomi Shihab - The Space Between Our Footsteps: Poems and Paintings from the Middle East 

In an unparalleled collection, an honored anthologist compiles the work of over 120 poets and artists 

from 19 countries in the Middle East.  This rich anthology opens the door to Middle East culture. 

 

Poetry for Young People Series – Published by Sterling Press.  

This is a series of beautifully illustrated books of poetry by poets such as Emily Dickinson, William 

Carlos Williams, and Walt Whitman. 

 

Stevenson, James – Sweet Corn  

(and other “Corn” anthologies) Stevenson’s illustrations complement his poems of everyday 

contemporary life, including suc 

h topics as ketchup, a lost dog, and bike riding. 

 

Viorst, Judith - If I Were in Charge of the World and Sad Underwear 

Written with humor and understanding, Judith Viorst’s poems are certain to delight children and adults 

alike -- and be read again and again. 

  

Additional recommendations: Any titles written for young people by Charles R. Smith, Jr., Janet 

Wong, Walter Dean Myers, Nikki Grimes, and David McCord. Your child may be interested in more 

adult poets, if so the local librarians are excellent resources 

 

 



Action, Adventure, and Sports  
Flanagan, John - Ranger’s Apprentice (series) 

Hal, Stig, and the other outcasts do not have the size and strength of the Skandians, but when they 

face off against the Wolves and the Sharks in an ultimate race for survival, they hope that their 

courage and cunning are enough to help them win in a game that everyone seems to think is a matter 

of life and death. Flanagan also writes Brotherband Chronicles, another popular series. 

Lupica, Mike - Last Man Out 

When the Brighton Bears suit up on game day, 12 year old Tommy Gallagher is the toughest kid on 

the football field.  And the bravest. After all, his father Patrick is a Boston firefighter, one of Boston’s 

bravest.  Tommy’s dad taught him everything he knows about football and life. Lupica is a prolific 

writer with lots of titles to choose from. 

Evans, Richard Paul - Michael Vey  (series) 

Fifteen year old Michael Vey, born with Tourette's syndrome and special powers, joins an alliance of 

teenagers to battle foes in the jungles of Peru. Here he learns the Order of Elgen's plan to restructure 

the world.  

 

Gutman, Dan - Million Dollar Shot  

Eddie Ball has the chance of a lifetime… to win a million dollars by sinking a foul shot during halftime 

of an NBA final game. Someone is out to sabotage his effort, and wants Eddie to shoot an air ball.F&P 

S 

Gorman, Carol - Stumptown Kid  

In a small Iowa town in 1952, 11-year-old Charlie Nebraska, whose father died in the Korean War, 

learns the meaning of racism and heroism when he befriends a Black man who had played baseball 

in the Negro Leagues. 7/1/2015 F&P W 

 

Horowitz, Anthony - Alex Rider Adventures 

(Volumes 1-6) Follow 14-year-old Alex Rider as he continues his late uncle’s work as a spy for the 

British Intelligence Agency, MI-16. 



Korman, Gordan - Masterminds (series) new middle grade series about a group of kids living in a 

Pleasantville type town who discover a dark secret, they are cloned from the greatest criminal 

masterminds of their time. 

 

 
 

Non-Fiction    

Anderson, Tanya - Gunpowder Girls 

Gunpowder Girls is a story of child labor and immigrant hopes and the cruel, endless demands of an 

all-consuming war. 

Asgedom, Mawi - Of Beetles and Angels: A True Story of the American Dream.  

This is the true story of a young man’s journey from Ethiopia to a refugee camp in Sudan, and 

eventually to the U.S. Through family love and faith, he finds success in America.F&P Y 

 

Cruz, Victor - Out of the Blue 

Victor Cruz, the Super Bowl-winning and record-breaking wide receiver, is best known for his 

explosive plays and salsa touchdown celebrations. While his meteoric rise in the NFL looked like the 

result of a magical year, it was actually a lifetime in the making. 

Ellis, Deborah - Kids of Kabul 

Examines the lives of children living in Kabul, featuring boys and girls ages ten to seventeen 

discussing their lives in a country at war. 

Fleischman, Johh - Phineas Gage 

The gruesome but true story of Phineas Gage, a man who is horribly injured when a steel rod is 

driven through his skull during a railroad construction accident.  This incident helped scientists better 



understand the workings of the brain and the effects of brain  injuries on personality. (Not for the 

squeamish.) 7/1/15 F&P X 
 

Hoose, Phillip -  Claudette Colvin, Twice Toward Justice   

The details of the case of Claudette Colvin, a 15-year-old African American girl who refused to give 

up her seat to a White woman on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. In spite of personal troubles, she 

consented to be named a plaintiff in the case that eventually integrated Montgomery buses. Colvin, 

who was less well known than Rosa Parks, tells her story through personal accounts and 

photographs. 7/1/15 F&P Z 

Hughes, Susan - Case Closed  

Nine unsolved mysteries from the past are examined: ancient cities, a missing female pharaoh, and 

an expedition to find the Northwest Passage, among others.  Armed with the latest technology, 

scientists and archeologists try to come up with answers.F&P X 

Sturm, James - Satchel Paige: Striking Out Jim Crow  

Baseball meets the Civil Rights Movement (a graphic novel) 

Tillage, Leon Walter - Leon’s Story  

A Black custodian reminisces about growing up as a sharecropper’s son in the South and about being 

a civil rights protester. 

Realistic-Fiction   

Erskine, Katherine - Mockingbird 

Ten-year-old Caitlin, who has Asperger's Syndrome, struggles to understand emotions, show 

empathy, and make friends at school, while at home she seeks closure by working on a project with 

her father. 

Kelly, Erin Entrada - Hello, Universe 



The lives of four misfits are intertwined when a bully's prank lands shy Virgil at the bottom of a well 

and Valencia, Kaori, and Gen band together in an epic quest to find and rescue him. 

Korman, Gordon - Ungifted  

Due to an administrative mix-up, troublemaker Donovan Curtis is sent to the Academy of Scholastic 

Distinction, a special program for gifted and talented students, after pulling a major prank at middle 

school. 

Hunt Linda - One for the Murphy’s 

Growing up in Las Vegas with her fun-loving mother, she's learned to be tough. But she never 

expected a betrayal that would land her in a foster care.  

Naidoo, Beverly – Journey to Jo’burg  

Two South African children, alarmed by their sister’s illness, begin a journey to Johannesburg to find 

their mother. The children struggle to survive the journey, as well as the harsh realities of apartheid in 

South Africa. 

Noe, Katherine- Something to Hold  

Based on the author's own experiences growing up on an Indian reservation in the 1960's.  One of 

only two White students in her class, Kitty becomes aware of the prejudices between Indians and 

Whites. F&P W 

Potter, Ellen- Pish Posh  

Clara Frankofile has it all, she even lives in a penthouse apartment with its own roller coaster!  After 

excluding and admitting people at the Pish Posh restaurant, she embarks on a dangerous mission 

through New York City streets to solve a 200-year-old mystery.  7/1/15  

Rylander, Chris- The Fourth Stall  

Mac and his business partner Vince can get anything they want or need.  Their office is located in a 

boys' bathroom, fourth stall.   Things get out of hand when a third grader is in need of protection. 

7/1/15  
 

Shelley, Pearsall - The 7th Most Important Thing  



In 1963, thirteen-year-old Arthur is sentenced to community service helping the neighborhood 

Junk-Man after he throws a brick at the old man's head in a moment of rage, but the junk he collects 

might be more important than he suspects. 

Vanderpool Clair - Navigating Early   

This is an odyssey-like adventure of two boys' incredible quest on the Appalachian Trail  

where they deal with pirates, buried secrets, and extraordinary encounters.  
  

Fantasy   
Boyce, Frank Cottrell- Cosmic  

Liam is twelve, but looks thirty.  It can be good, but mostly it's frustrating.  When he decides to 

impersonate an adult chaperone on the first spaceship to take civilians into space, things are turned 

around, far away from home. 

Colfer, Eoin – Artemis Fowl Series  

The faerie world meets 12-year-old Artemis Fowl, a mortal whose brilliance and desire for gold may 

destroy their magic forever. Also read The Wish List and The Supernaturalist by Colfer. 

DiCamillo, Kate - Flora and Ulysses  

A girl named Flora and a squirrel named Ulysses, whose life was saved by Flora after he was 

involved in an incident with a vacuum cleaner, team up to use Ulysses' superpowers to conquer 

villains and protect the weak. F&P U 

Emerson, Kevin - Last Day on Mars 

 

Funke, Cornelia - Inkheart  

First book of the Inkheart trilogy. Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that many years earlier, while her 

father was reading the novel Inkheart out loud, his voice brought many of its characters to 



life—including the evil despot Capricorn. It falls on Meggie to harness the magic and reverse the 

course of the story that changed her life forever.    7/1/15  

 

Myklusch, Matt - Jack Blank and the Imagine Nation  

Jack Blank lives a bleak and dreary life in the orphanage at St. Barnaby's. With no bright future 

ahead, his plans for escape are helped by comic books that he reads in the library. 

  

Stroud, Jonathan- Heroes of the Valley  

Halli Sveinsson has grown up in a peaceful society who has outlawed violence and settles disputes 

through a Council. 

  

Tolkien, J.R.R. – The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings trilogy (advanced readers) 

 

Books in Verse    
Alexander, Kwame - Booked 

Nick is a wordsmith, thanks to his linguistics-professor father, but he would rather be shining on the 

soccer field. He's blindsided when his parents separate; things worsen at school, too, as he and best 

friend Coby are targeted by the racist Eggleston twins. 

Brown Skila - Caminar 

In 1981 with the arrival of soldiers in his Guatemalan village, Carlos must flee and join a band of 

guerillas who head to the mountains where his grandmother lives to warn her about the soldiers. 

Burg, Anne E. - Unbound 

Nine-year-old Grace is called to work in the kitchen in the Big House, everyone warns her to to keep 

her head down and her thoughts to herself, but the more she sees of the oppressive Master and his 

hateful wife, the more she questions things until one day her thoughts escape--and to avoid being 

separated she and her family flee into the Dismal Swamp, to join the other escaped slaves who live 

there. 



 
 

Creech, Sharon - Moo 

After 12-year-old Reena's parents move the family to Maine from "a harlequin city/ of sights and 

noises,/ of museums and parks and music," there's more in store for Reena and her younger brother, 

Luke, than cold weather, lobster, and blueberries-starting with elderly Mrs. Falala and her menagerie 

of pets, including Zora, a cow as cantankerous as her owner 

Graphic Novel    

Brown, Don - Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans 

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina's monstrous winds and surging water 

overwhelmed the protective levees around low-lying New Orleans, Louisiana.  

Cece, Bill - El Deafo  

The author recounts in graphic novel format her experiences with hearing loss at a young age, 

including using a bulky hearing aid, learning how to lip read, and determining her "superpower."  7/1/1

 

 

Additional Recommendations: 
Any books by Susan Cooper, Gail Levine, Garth Nix, Kenneth Oppel, Tamora Pierce, Brian Jacques, 

or Jonathan Stroud. 

 

For more award-winning books, visit: http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia 

 
 






