
7th Grade Summer Reading 2017 

Dear Seventh Grade Reader, 

The summer is a time when most of us take a break from school, but we shouldn’t take a break from 

reading! The seventh grade English teachers certainly support your individual reading choices, but we 

want you to add some book titles to your list. Please look over this extensive list and select three books 

from the summer reading list on the following pages. 
 

Happy Reading, 
 

Ms. Heichelbech, Mr. Katz, Ms. McGrath, Mr. McHugh, Mr. Mills 
and Ms. Sousa, School Librarian 
 
Summer Reading Key:  

= eBook available in school catalog 

= Digital Audiobook available in school catalog 
F&P = Fountas and Pinnell Reading Level available in school catalog 
 

 

Classics   
 

London, Jack - Call of the Wild 

Buck, a dog that has been forced into the harsh life of a sled dog, befriends a man seeking his 

fortune in the Klondike gold fields, and must ultimately decide whether to stay with his master or obey 

his instinct to join the wolves. 

Montgomery, Lucy M. - Anne of Green Gables Series 

Eleven-year old Anne is a feisty young girl who must find a way to win the right to stay at Green 

Gables. Her adventurous spirit leads her through many mishaps and growing experiences as each 

book in the series shows her progression.  



 

Rawls, Wilson - Where the Red Fern Grows 

A great tale of true grit, determination, hard work and the idea that all things are possible if you set 

yourself to the task.  
 

Stevenson, Robert Louis - Treasure Island 

A beloved classic about pirates, buried treasure, and buccaneers.  
 

Historical Fiction   

 

Anderson, Laurie Halse - Fever, 1793 

During the summer of 1793, fever breaks out in Philadelphia. Fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook, who 

lives with her mother and grandfather at the coffee shop they own, is forced to flee the 

city to avoid the sickness. She encounters problems along the way, and is forced to make some 

grown-up decisions to save her family and the business. F&P Z  

 

Avi - True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle 

A 13-year-old girl finds herself the only female on a ship of murderous and devious men who accuse 

her of murder. 

Hilton, Marilyn - Full Cicada Moon 

In 1969 twelve-year-old Mimi and her family move to an all-white town in Vermont, where Mimi's 

mixed-race background and interest in "boyish" topics like astronomy make her feel like an outsider. 
 

Mazer, Harry - A Boy No More 

Following the death of his father at Pearl Harbor, Adam is evacuated, with the rest of his family, from 

Hawaii to California. On the mainland, Adam must deal with his feelings about the war, Japanese 

internment camps, the loss of his father,  and his own identity. 



 Realistic Fiction   

 

Bowers, Laura - Beauty Shop for Rent 

Fifteen-year-old Abbey is happy helping her great grandmother run their beauty shop, but she feels 

uncertain when Granny Po decides to sell the shop to a stranger. Abbey also feels uncertain about 

her relationship with her mother, her savings for the future, and whether Mitch really just wants to be 

friends.  

 Soto, Gary - Baseball in April 

A collection of eleven short stories focusing on everyday adventures of Hispanic young people 

growing up in Fresno, California. F&P U  

  

Green, John - The Fault in Our Stars 

Sixteen-year-old Hazel, a stage IV thyroid cancer patient, has accepted her terminal diagnosis until a 

chance meeting with a boy at cancer support group forces her to reexamine her perspective on love, 

loss, and life.  

  

Hiaasen, Carl - Scat 

During a field trip, a wildfire breaks out, and much feared science teacher Mrs. Starch vanishes. The 

school gets a letter stating she is away on a family emergency, but no one believes that. There is 

suspicion that bad boy Duane “Smoke” Scroud is to blame for both the fire and disappearance. A 

funny, environmentally savvy thriller. Other books by Carl Hiaasen Flush, Hoot,  and Chomp.  

F&P W 

 
  

 

 



Hunt, Lynda Mullaly - Fish in a Tree 

"Everybody is smart in different ways. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its 

life believing it is stupid." Ally Nickerson may be well spoken and have a great sense of humor, but 

something is not right. Why is this sixth grader spending so much time in the principal's office? 

 

Park, Linda Sue - Project Mulberry 

This delightful book explores prejudice, patriotism, and conservation within a family and friendship 

story that keeps you engaged throughout the book .  

 

Sachar, Louis - Small Steps 

From the author of Holes comes this funny and heartwarming story of how Armpit (from Holes) tries 

to find meaning and purpose in his life.  His neighbor Ginny, a younger girl with cerebral palsy helps 

him even as X-Ray tries to lead him astray.  A complicated relationship with a celebrity, tops off the 

plot.  F&P Z 
 

Spinelli, Jerry - Maniac Magee 

Jeffrey “Maniac” Magee is orphaned and finds himself in Two Mills, where he becomes a local legend 

while trying to find a home. He has amazing athletic abilities, runs everywhere he goes, and is allergic 

to pizza. Innocently, he crosses between the two segregated parts of the town, the White East end 

and the Black West end, making friends and enemies in both.  
 

Urban, Linda - A Crooked Kind of Perfect 

A sweet and poignant story about a girl’s dream of becoming a concert pianist and the reality that she 

must embrace. F&P U  
 

Weeks, Sarah - So B. It 

Heidi’s mentally challenged mother holds the secrets to Heidi’s family history. Longing to unlock those 

secrets, Heidi sets off by herself on an adventure of self-discovery. 

 

 

 



Whelan, Gloria - Chu Ju’s House 

14-year-old Chu Ju leaves her home in rural China to save her baby sister’s life. She supports herself 

by working at various jobs, while wondering if she will ever see her family again. 

 

Woodson, Jacqueline - After Tupac and D Foster 

In the New York City borough of Queens in 1996, three girls bond over their shared love of Tupac 

Shakur's music, as together they try to make sense of the unpredictable world in which they live.F&P Y

 

Fantasy, Utopia, & Science Fiction   

 

Card, Orson Scott - Ender’s Game Series 

Ender Wiggin becomes the leader of a troop of children who set out to destroy an alien species on 

another planet. Future adventures are detailed in the rest of the books in this series.  
  

Jeanne Duprau - City of Ember 

In the year 241, 12-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new 

places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions. Continue 

following the future adventures in the rest of the this 4-part series.F&P W  
 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson - Among the Hidden Series 

In this futuristic series the population police enforce a law limiting families to two children. Third 

children live in isolation and fear until they come together and realize they are not alone.  
 

Horowitz, Anthony - Gatekeepers Series  

Matt, a troubled 14-year-old, is sent to live in a foster home on a remote farm. After discovering 

frightening events surrounding his foster parent, he realizes it is no accident he was sent here. The 

series progresses with adventure and danger. 



 
 

Marsh, Katherine - The Night Tourist 

When ninth-grader Jack discovers he can communicate with ghosts, and meets a girl with access to 

the underworld, Jack becomes determined to bring back his deceased mother. But is Jack destined 

for something bigger?  
 

Sports  

Bloor, Edward - Tangerine 

When a boy who is legally blind moves to a new town, he uses his inner senses to overcome his 

disability and succeed at soccer. 

  

Dent, Jim - Twelve Mighty Orphans 

In this true account, the author tells the story of coach Rusty Russell and how he molded a group of 

orphans from Fort Worth, Texas, into one of the toughest football teams in the state.  The Mighty 

Mites, as they came to be known, reached the Texas state semifinals three times and the 

championship once. 

 

FitzGerald, Dawn - Soccer Chick Rules 

When the middle school threatens to stop funding sports programs, Tess takes quick action to protect 

the games she loves. F&P Z 

 
 

Lupica, Mike - Heat 

Twelve-year-old Michael loves baseball and the New York Yankees, but trouble strikes when he is 

accused of lying by a rival coach.  



 
 

Lynch, Chris - Gold Dust 

A story about Boston, Fenway Park, Red Sox legends, and Richard Riley Moncreif who hopes to be 

the next baseball star. 

 

Schwager, Tina and Michelle Schuerger - Gutsy Girls: Women Who Dare 

Exciting, inspiring first-person stories of 25 young women. They describe their daring feats, from 

extreme sports to ground-breaking achievements. The book includes resources, activities,  and 

advice on how readers can build their confidence, set goals, and get in shape to strive for their 

personal best. 

Action-Adventure and Mystery  

Christie, Agatha - Murder in Mesopotamia 

The wife of an archaeologist dies mysteriously while accompanying her husband on an expedition in 

Iraq. 

  

Hobbs, Will - Leaving Protection 

After landing a desired job on a fishing vessel, a 16-year-old boy must face a captain who will do 

anything to find a buried treasure, and mother nature who tries to throw them off course. 

 

Mikaelsen, Ben - Touching Spirit Bear 

When a violent 15-year-old is sent to a remote island in Alaska in lieu of prison, he must face up to 

the bear spirit and his own rage. F&P Y  

 

Mitchell, Jack - The Roman Conspiracy 

Aulus Spurinna must visit Rome in an attempt to stop the war that plagues his village and also to try 

to avenge his uncle’s untimely death. 

  



Myers, Walter Dean - Sunrise Over Fallujah 

In this sequel to Fallen Angels, the young soldiers of the Civil Affairs Battalion are given the task of 

stabilizing and securing Iraq, but are sometimes caught in the crossfire. A realistic portrayal of the 

heroics and horrors of war. F&P Z+ 

Non-Fiction & Biographies   

Filipovic, Zlata – Zlata’s Diary 

The daily account of life in war-torn Sarajevo is recalled in this poignant story. F&P X  

  

Bruchac, Joseph - Code Talker: A Novel about the Navajo Marines of World War Two 

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay 

and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages 

during World War II in their native tongue. 

 

Herriot, James - All Creatures Great and Small 

A delightful collection of the adventures of an English veterinarian. A must read for animal lovers! F&P 

Z+  

Hooser, Phillip - The Boys Who Challenged  Hitler: Knud Pedersen and The Churchill Club 

At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply ashamed of his 

nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother and a handful of 

schoolmates to take action against the Nazis if the adults would not. 

 

Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki - Farewell to Manzanar 

The story of one Japanese American family’s attempt to survive the indignities of internment during 

World War II. 

  



Sheinkin Steve - The Port Chicago 50 : Disaster, Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil Rights 

Award-winning author Steve Sheinkin describes the story of the fifty black sailors who refused to work 

in unsafe and unfair conditions after an explosion in Port Chicago killed 320 servicemen, and how the 

incident influenced civil rights.  

 

Tougias, Mike - The Finest Hours : The True Story of a Heroic Sea Rescue 

On the night of February 18, 1952, during one of the worst winter storms that New England has ever 

seen, two oil tankers just off the shore of Cape Cod were torn in half by the force of the storm. This is 

the story of the harrowing Coast Guard rescue on how four men in a tiny boat overcame 

insurmountable odds to save more than 30 stranded sailors in the middle of a Nor'easter.  

 

 

Award Winners: 
For more great award-winning books, visit: http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia 

 






