
8th Grade Summer Reading 2017 

Dear Eighth Grade Reader, 

Next September, you will be returning to the Weston Middle School as an eighth grader. Congratulations! 

We suggest you choose at least two titles from the list of recommendations below. You will notice a range of styles and 

content among the books. These choices offer a rich world of reading experiences, and we encourage you to choose 

books that are personally appropriate and appeal to you. Note, that reading a variety of authors will strengthen your 

reading skills and broaden your understanding of literary styles. 

Happy Reading, 

Mr. McHugh, Mrs. O’Connell, Mrs. Scott, and Ms. Sousa, School Librarian 
 
Summer Reading Key:  

= eBook available in school catalog 

= Digital Audiobook available in school catalog 
F&P = Fountas and Pinnell Reading Level available in school catalog 

 
 

Non-Fiction   
 
Angelou, Maya -  I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 

In this autobiography, African-American poet Maya Angelou recounts a youth filled with 

disappointment, frustration, tragedy, and finally, hard-won independence.  

Barakat, Ibtisam - Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood 

A memoir about a girl growing up and trying to survive in war-torn Palestine, and how learning to read 

changes her life.  

Beals, Melba Pattillo - Warriors Don't Cry 

Beals was one of nine Black teenagers who, in 1957, integrated Central High School in Little Rock, 

Arkansas, in the face of opposition from Gov. Orval Faubus and the state National Guard. President 



Dwight D. Eisenhower eventually sent troops to protect the students' right to attend school. This is the 

author's incredible memoir of those events, incorporating excerpts from a journal she kept as a 

16-year-old.  

  

Bradley, James - Flags of Our Fathers 

In February 1945, American Marines plunged into the surf at Iwo Jima—and into history. Through a 

hail of machine-gun and mortar fire, they battled to the island’s highest peak. And after climbing 

through a landscape of hell itself, they raised a flag.  Now the son of one of the flag raisers has 

written a powerful account of six very different young men who came together in a moment that will 

live forever. A penetrating look at a generation at war, this is history told with insight, honesty, and the 

passion of a son paying homage to his father. It is the story of the meaning of being a hero. 

 

Busby, Cylin - The Year We Disappeared: A Father-Daughter Memoir 

Cape Cod officer John Busby is shot on the job. This book chronicles his road to recovery, and his 

family’s turmoil in trying to find the person who ruined their lives. Please note: this book contains 

mature subject matter.  

  

Hickam, Homer - October Sky 

When Sputnik raced across the Appalachian sky in 1957, the small town of Coalwood, West Virginia 

was slowly dying. Faced with an uncertain future, Homer Hickam nurtured a dream to send rockets 

into outer space. The son of the mine’s superintendent and his mother were determined to get Homer 

out of Coalwood forever. Homer fell in with a group of misfits who learned not only how to turn scraps 

of metal into sophisticated rockets, but how to sustain their hope in a town that swallowed its men 

alive in the mines. As the boys began to light up the skies with their flaming rockets and dreams of 

glory, Coalwood and the Hickams would never be the same.  

  

Lekuton, Joseph Lemasolai - Facing the Lion: Growing Up Maasai on the African Savanna 

Young Joseph, the only child in his family to go to school, finds himself torn between the traditions of 

his nomadic tribe and the western way of life. 



 Shlosser, Eric– Chew on This Are you a fan of McDonalds? In this adaptation of his Fast Food 

Nation, Schlosser goes behind the scenes of the fastfood industry to reveal some disturbing truths.

 
 

  

Fiction  

Anderson, Laurie Halse - Speak 

Melinda is a friendless outcast at Merryweather High. She busted an end-of- summer party by calling 

the cops, and now nobody will talk to her, let alone listen to her. It is through her work on an art 

project that she is finally able to face the terrible event that happened at the party. This time she 

refuses to be silent. Please note: this book contains mature language and subject matter. 

 

Bagdasarian, Adam - Forgotten Fire 

Based on the experiences of the author's great uncle during the Armenian Holocaust, it is the story of 

one boy's search for strength and courage. This novel recounts a tragic and often overlooked human 

catastrophe, as seen through the eyes of a young person. Please note: this book contains mature 

subject matter.  

 

Choldenko, Gennifer - If A Tree Falls at Lunch Period 

Kirsten McKenna and Walker Jones, seventh-graders at an elite private school, alternate telling how 

race, wealth, weight, and other issues shape their relationships as they and other misfits stand up to 

a mean but influential classmate, even as they are uncovering a long-kept secret about themselves. 

Please note: this story deals with body image, race, and divorce.  F&P Z  
 

Golding, William - Lord of the Flies 



A group of young boys deserted on an island, are forced to fend for themselves. In their attempt to 

instill structure and vie for power, terrible tragedies ensue, leaving plenty of interpretation regarding 

human nature and the power of persuasion. Note: Scenes in this book includes graphic violence. 

 

 

 

Lupica, Mike - Travel Team 

Twelve-year-old Danny Walker, a talented baseball player, fails to make the cut for his seventh-grade 

all-star travel team - - - the same suburban Middletown team that Danny’s father has led to the 

championship. Danny’s father, still reeling from his own troubles, knows his son is not the only kid 

who was cut for the wrong reasons. Together, this washed-up former player and a bunch of 

never-say-die kids prove that heart is what really counts. 

 

McCormick, Patricia - Purple Heart 

Matt Duffy can’t clearly recall the events that earned him a Purple Heart and landed him in a hospital 

bed in Iraq, but as he heals, desperate to get back to his squad, memories and perceptions arise that 

lead to confusing questions about who is guilty and who is not. 

 

Na, An - A Step From Heaven 

A young girl describes her family's bittersweet experience in the United States after their emigration 

from Korea. Told through the eyes of Young Ju, who is a preschooler when the book begins and a 

young woman heading off to college by the time it ends, A Step from Heaven is a tale about cultural 

differences, family dynamics, and the struggle to survive. 

 

Sepetys, Ruta - Between Shades of Gray 

In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home by 

Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she 

fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar 

on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, includes a historical note. 

 

Sepetys, Ruta - Salt to Sea 



Just when it seems freedom is within their grasp, tragedy strikes. Not country, nor culture, nor status 

matter as all ten thousand people aboard must fight for the same thing; survival. "Compelling for both 

adult and teenage readers."--New York Times 

 

 

 

 

Sloan, Holly - Counting by 7s 

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, 

and  finds comfort counting by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than 

her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life until now.F&P X  

 

Stockett, Kathryn - The Help 

Aibileen is a black maid in 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, who has always taken orders quietly, but lately 

she's unable to hold her bitterness back. Her friend Minny has never held her tongue, but now must 

somehow keep secrets about her employer that leave her speechless. White socialite Skeeter just 

graduated college. She is full of ambition, but without a husband, she's considered a failure. 

Together, these seemingly different women join together to write a tell-all book about work as a black 

maid in the South that could forever alter their destinies and the life of a small town. This book 

includes some mature language. 

 

Wein, Elizabeth - Code Name Verity 

In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of 

friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she relates what she must to survive while keeping 

secret all that she can. Rose Under Fire by Wein is another well written piece from this time period. 

 

Williams-Garcia, Rita - Fast Talk on a Slow Track 

An unusual, affecting book, told from the point of view of a Black teenager.  Denzel Watson, who has 

sailed through school, receiving straight A’s, lavish praise and the honor of being high school 

valedictorian. Preparing to enter Princeton in the fall, Denzel attends the university's summer session 

for minority students, and experiences failure for the first time. 

 



Zusak, Markus - The Book Thief 

Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s groundbreaking novel is the story of Liesel 

Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself 

by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her 

accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors 

during bombing raids, as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is marched 

to Dachau. F&P Z+ 

 

Science Fiction/Fantasy  

Adams, Douglas – A Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy series 

Arthur Dent, a mild-mannered, out-to-lunch earthling, is plucked from his planet by his friend Ford 

Prefect just seconds before it is demolished to make way for a hyperspace bypass. Ford, posing as 

an out-of-work actor, is a researcher for the revised edition of "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy." 

Together the twosome begin their intergalactic journey through time and space. 

 

Anderson, M.T. - The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing(Vols. 1 & 2 ) 

Written in 18th century language, from the point of view of a boy who, although he is well fed, clothed 

and educated, grows to realize he is actually a captive of a group of scientists who are conducting 

experiments on him and his mother. It becomes evident that, despite his great intelligence, these 

scientists want Octavian to fail their tests. A series of events ensues that sends him down a sordid 

path. 

  

 Bradbury, Ray- Fahrenheit 451 



In a future totalitarian state where books are banned and destroyed by the government, Guy Montag, 

a fireman in charge of burning books, meets a revolutionary schoolteacher who dares to read and a 

girl who tells him of a past when people did not live in fear. 

  

Cashore, Kristin - Graceling 

In Katsa’s world, some are “graced” with a special skill; some desirable, and some no-so. Katsa is 

graced with the skill of killing. To alleviate her terrible feelings about her new grace, Katsa forms a 

council to work toward more just ways of dealing with the accused. When she meets Prince Po, with 

whom she has very little in common, her world is altered forever.  

 

Chabon, Michael – Summerland 

Ethan Feld, the worst baseball player in the history of the game, is recruited by a hundred-year-old 

scout called Ringfinger Brown, himself a Negro League legend. Accompanied by his determined 

friend, Jennifer T. Rideout, and guided by a friendly werefox, Ethan struggles to defeat giants, 

bat-winged goblins, and one of the toughest ball clubs in the realms of magic, to save all the 

Summerlands, and ultimately the world. 

 

Farmer, Nancy – The House of the Scorpion 

In this sci-fi thriller, a young clone struggles for acceptance in his tumultuous, sheltered world. Matt’s 

last name is Alacran, which means that he belongs to a powerful family that controls the drug farms 

between the US and the former Mexico. But Matt is different; he’s a clone in a world filled with 

dangers for his kind. His only protection from the brutal surroundings are El Patron, the elderly 

patriarch and drug lord kingpin from whom he was made, his caretaker Celia, and a bodyguard who 

has been assigned to him. Things fall apart when Matt learns the real reason for his creation and 

makes a harrowing escape to a promising, yet frighteningly insecure, world. F&P Z+ 
 

King, Steven – The Green Mile 

Set in the 1930’s at the Cold Mountain Penitentiary's death-row facility, The Green Mile is the tragic 

story of John Coffey, a giant, gentle inmate wrongly condemned to death for the murder of twin 

nine-year-old girls. It is a story narrated years later by Paul Edgecomb, the ward superintendent, who 

discovers Coffey's secret: his supernatural ability. (Contains mature content) 

 



 Lloyd, Saci- The Carbon Diaries 

Told in short diary entries filled with scrapbook clippings, this riveting eco-thriller is one girl's attempt 

to stay grounded in a world where disaster has become the norm. It's the year 2015, a time when 

global warming has begun to ravage the environment. In response, the United Kingdom becomes the 

first country to mandate carbon rationing—a well-intentioned plan that goes tragically awry. When her 

carbon debit card arrives in the mail, sixteen-year-old Laura is just trying to pass her exams, manage 

her eco-punk band, and catch the attention of her gorgeous classmate Ravi. But as multiple natural 

disasters strike and Laura's parents head toward divorce, her world spirals out of control. A severe 

drought sparks fires and deadly riots; then the highest-category hurricane in recent history strikes 

London. With the death toll in the thousands and climbing, Laura and her family face the 

unimaginable as her older sister clings to life.  
  

Scott, Michael - The Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas Flamel series 

Magically gifted twins Sophie and Josh, team up with Alchemyst Nicholas Flamel, and take the fate of 

the world into their own hands in this fantasy meets mythology adventure series. 

 

Westerfeld, Scott - Leviathan 

This is World War I as never seen before.  The story begins the same: on June 28, 2914, Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand and his wife are assassinated, triggering a sequence of alliances that plunges the 

world into war.  But that is where the similarity ends.  This global conflict is between the Clankers, 

who put their faith in machines, and the Darwinists, whose technology is based on the development 

of new species. 

 

 

Westerfeld, Scott - Uglies series 

In this futuristic society, nobody has to worry about their looks, because at 16, every child is given 

mandatory plastic surgery to conform to a certain standard of beauty! What repercussions does this 

have on a society? Does everyone agree that his is the best thing to do? Find the answers in this 

thrilling series.  F&P Z 



On the Lighter Side  

Bauer, Joan- Close to Famous 

While this novel deals with some more serious issues, it does so with quirky characters and 

humorous plotline. When 12 year old Foster and her mother land in the tiny town of Culpepper, they 

don't know what to expect. But folks quickly warm to the woman with the great voice and the girl who 

can bake like nobody's business.  Soon Foster - who dreams of having her own cooking show one 

day - lands herself a gig baking for the local coffee shop, and gets herself much-needed help in 

overcoming her biggest challenge- learning to read...just as Foster and Mama start to feel at ease, 

their past catches up to them.  Thanks to the folks in Culpepper, though Foster and her mama find 

the strength to put their troubles behind them for good. 
 

Bryson, Bill - A Walk in the Woods 

A funny and true account of two men’s trek on the 2,100 mile long Appalachian trail, and the colorful 

characters they meet along the way.  
 

Goldman, William- - The Princess Bride: S. Morgenstern's Classic Tale of True Love and High 
Adventure 
 
William Goldman's modern fantasy classic is a simple exceptional story about quests -- for riches, 

revenge, power, and of course, true love-- that's thrilling and timeless.  Rich in character and satire, 

the novel is set in 1941 and framed cleverly as an "abridged" retelling of a centuries-old tale set in the 

fabled country of Florin that's home to "Beasts of all natures and descriptions:  Pain. Death. Brave 

men. Coward men. Strongest Men.Chases. Escapes.  Lies Truths. Passions."  With over one million 

copies in print, S. Morgenstern's classic fantasy, in the abridged "good parts" version by William 

Goldman, is a readers' favorite.  

  

Korman, Gordon - Son of the Mob 



Vince Luca, 17, has always been concerned, embarrassed, and fearful about his crime-family 

background, though he has sworn never to become involved or let it keep him from upstanding 

behavior. During his senior year, all he wants is romance, friendship, and to get through school just 

like any normal guy, but things don’t go as planned. His new girlfriend turns out to be the daughter of 

the FBI agent who is trying to put Vince’s father away. F&P Z+ 
 

Kluger, Steve - My Most Excellent Year: A Novel of Love, Mary Poppins, and Fenway Park 

Three 11th-grade friends from Brookline, MA recall their freshman year in emails, instant messages, 

and texts, to reveal the changes and events that made their “most excellent year” complicated, funny, 

and romantic. Some content regarding sexuality. 

 

Westerfield, Scott- So Yesterday 

Ever wonder who was the first kid to keep a wallet on a big chunky chain , or wear way- too- big pants 

on purpose?  What about the mythical first guy who wore his baseball cap backwards?  These are the 

Innovators, the people on the very cusp of cool.  Seventeen- year-old Hunter Braque's job is finding 

them for the retail market.  But when a big-money client disappears, Hunter must use his cool-hunting 

talents to find her.  Along the way he's drawn into a web of brand-name-intrigue: a missing cargo of 

the coolest shoes he's ever seen, ads for products that don't exist, and a shadowy group dedicated to 

the downfall of consumerism as we know it.  

  
 






