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How can telling and listening to authentic stories connect our community, 
widen our perspective, and help us realize what we all have in common?



On the showcase day, students will tell a five-minute authentic story that will connect our 
community, widen our perspectives about each other, and help us realize what we all 
have in common. Leading up to the showcase, students will:
·      Listen to stories from The Moth, Story Corps and other sources.
·      Identify characteristics and commonalities in engaging spoken-word stories.
·      Select and develop a story of their own to tell that is based on some real-life 
experience of their own.
·      Practice, refine and improve their story each day with feedback from other students 
in the group. 

https://themoth.org/
https://storycorps.org/


I CAN’T GET 
THAT SONG OUT 

OF MY HEAD!!

Can you make a catchy song 

that gets stuck 

in  people’s heads? 

What makes a song get 

stuck in your head? 



Do you ever have that one song that you can’t get out of your 
head?  Come figure out why and use that information to construct 
a song so catchy we can get it stuck in the head of anyone who 
hears it.  As a member of this J-TERM course, you will be 
analyzing the popular music that you enjoy, and as a group we will 
work towards constructing the next great pop song to play at the 
final showcase.



Stop Motion Animation Movie Making

Do you like the idea of movie making?  Do you wonder how movie makers create such films as the 
Shaun the Sheep, Coraline, or Wallace and Grommit?  If so, stop motion animation is the project for 

you!  Let your creativity and fun flow as you learn how to plan, organize and tell a story through 
these short films.  Come explore this exciting way to have a story come to life!

How can you create a stop 
motion animation movie that 
tells an interesting story?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ZVov53mNfLT9coHQ8UU3lKCiXObf3Qs-/preview


Do you like the idea of movie making?  Do you wonder how movie makers create such 
films as the Shaun the Sheep, Coraline or Wallace and Grommit?  If so, stop motion 
animation is the project for you!  Let your creativity and fun flow as you learn how to 
plan, organize and tell a story through these short films. You will work in teams or 
individually to learn how to use iPads to create stop motion animation movies.  Then you 
will develop and refine movie-making techniques through the process of creating these 
enriching technology- based short films.  This is a fun and creative way for you to share 
a story of your choice using 21st Century technology skills. Come explore this exciting 
way to have a story come to life! (The “Swim video” is a quick video that was made by 
one of the teachers using the app that we will be using for the course.)



What if y
ou could start

 your own country?

A Constitution is like a 
covenant folks make to be 
the foundation of a nation.  
What would you put in your 
constitution?

In this project, We, “the people”, will be imagining we are the founders of a 
new nation and are charged with creating a  constitution for that nation.  
We’ll look at existing constitutions, in particular the U.S. Constitution, and 
learn from them.  Then we’ll work in teams to create our own.



There’s a lot of anxiety in the world today.  We struggle to create 
or even imagine a world that is safe and free and fair and kind.  
What if you were able to start from scratch and plan out a nation?  
What defines a country is its constitution.  Have you ever thought 
about what you would put into a constitution if you were creating 
it?  Our project will be to write a constitution (or constitutions) that 
can form a solid foundation for a great nation and along the way 
think about how we can be a positive force for the world in the 
future!



Rise to Greatness

A Deeper Look into the 
Success of the Red Sox 



Students will look critically at the Red Sox organization and the 
factors that may be contributing their success.
● Identify, research, and gather information about the various 

aspects of the organization.
● Compare data with other successful and unsuccessful 

franchises.
● Evaluate which factors are most important.



Restaurant

What does it take to design and run a 
successful restaurant?

Are you passionate about food? Are you interested in business? Explore what it takes to 
build a successful restaurant business - from location hunting and graphic menu design to 

cooking and calorie counting. Do you accept the challenge?



Over the course of J-Term, you will work in small teams to develop a pitch for your 
restaurant. You’ll decide on a restaurant type, cuisine, and location. You’ll research 
calorie counts and practice cooking meals. You’ll design a menu. You’ll visit and explore 
different types of locally run restaurants.  During the showcase, you’ll pitch your 
restaurant to the audience, complete with menu, logo, and some dishes from the 
restaurant. Then the audience will decide if your restaurant would make it. Are you 
ready??



Can an adolescent 
consistently love 

their body?

Are there ways 
to support body 

positivity?

Members will 
explore all 
that goes 
into human 
body image.  

Where does it 
come from?  

Why do we have 
opinions about our 
body appearance?  

Why does it 
matter more to 
some than 
others?

What makes it 
positive or 
negative? 

So much to 
uncover... 



Members will explore all that goes into human body image.  
● Where does it come from?  
● Why do we have opinions about our body appearance?  
● Why does it matter more to some than others?  
● What makes it positive or negative?  
So much to uncover...



Imagine a physical environment 
that does not fit right for you?

What if YOU  could CHANGE it for someone 
through ADAPTIVE DESIGN?
Observe. Listen. Design. Test. Build. Think bigger. Do better. 

Cardboard chair 
with adjustable 
footrest for 
comfort

ap
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When One Size Does NOT Fit All



Calling all . . .Problem solvers. Builders. Designers. Scientists to Adaptive Design. 

Adaptive Design  ensures that people who have difficulty navigating their world with standard items  receive the 
customized changes needed to be comfortable and able to do their work.

In this course, you will 
● observe different student workstations in the Weston schools

○ Are they set up in such a way that a person can do his or her best? 
○ What works? What doesn’t?
○  Does it work for everyone? 
○ Come up with ideas about how to make it better for students in our district. 

● Hear stories about people who have been helped by adaptive design
● Get to see changemakers in action at the Perkins Assistive Design Center where volunteers make 

adaptations, often through cardboard construction

You may be able to help  a student in our schools through something that you make!  



Learn how to ride a mountain 
bike, and build a trail in the 
woods on our campus!



Have you ever wanted to fly?  A good single track bike loop makes you feel like that way. 
What if WMS had its own bike loop through the woods? In this PBL, we will look into 
what makes an epic single track bike trail, how to design one based on terrain, how to 
ride over obstacles, how to maintain your bike, and how mountain biking can improve 
your health and help you overcome your fear of speed. 

*Students taking this course will need to understand the inherent risk in using tools and 
mountain biking. Students will need approval from a parent and a bike helmet to 
participate in the course. If you have already have a bike, or can borrow one from a 
friend/family member, bring it in!



Positive effects of 

SOCIAL MEDIA
?   

What’s the next 

new App to 

spread kindness? 

How can we 
build empathy 
amongst our 
community?
How can we 
promote character 
strength through 
the use of 
technology? 

 



Members will explore all that goes into the making of a social media application.  They will use 21st 
century skills such as inquiry, creation, reflection and sharing.  Students will propose a new App 
whose goal is to spread kindness to the world. 
Leading up to the showcase, students will:
➢ Engage in the challenge of relating to making the world a better place from the lens of improving 

ourselves, others and the community.  
➢ Explore the topic by gathering information and researching in a variety of ways.  
➢ Create a solution that synthesizes what they learned.  
➢ Reflect on their work both formatively and summatively.  This will help them improve the quality of 

their product. 
➢ Share their products with an audience.  
Students will understand and appreciate others, build stronger relationships, become more 
self-aware and self-confident.  



Exploring Weston
What is Weston’s past,

present, and future?



Do you love Weston and want to know more about it?  Have you ever wondered about 
that farm on Wellesley Street with the red barn?  What’s the new Rail Trail all about?  All 
these questions, and more, will be answered in the “Exploring Weston” J-Term group.  
We’ll visit various sites around town, learning from experts at each location.  We’ll even 
have lunch at Ye Olde Cottage and ice cream at Dairy Joy and learn more about each of 
those locations.  Join us and learn about Weston’s past, present, and future in the 
“Exploring Weston” group!



Razzle Dazzle ‘Em

Musical Theatre 
Audition Bootcamp



Love theatre but feel like auditioning holds you back? Join us for 
Razzle Dazzle ‘Em: Musical Theatre Audition Bootcamp. In this 
J-Term course, students will create a Musical Audition Portfolio 
that includes a resumé, audition songs, monologues, and more. 
You will work toward building the confidence needed to perform in 
front of a panel of directors, how to make strong choices, and take 
educated risks. Additionally, we will learn how to critically analyze 
and respond not only to our own performances, but also to the 
performances of others. 



What makes an 
advertisement 
effective?

Who is your 
audience?How you 

convince 
someone to buy 

a product?



How do advertising executives create effective and persuasive 
ads?  We will explore various types of advertisements, including 
print, multimedia, paper, and video.  Your job will be to create two 
different ads for the same product, but geared toward different 
audiences.



EXPRESS YOURSELF
through hand lettering and modern 

calligraphy

handwritten

HANDMADE



Do you love the sensation of pen against paper?  Do you find 
artfully placed words and designs to be deeply satisfying?  In 
this J-term, we will make written words even more special by 
exploring a variety of hand lettering techniques.  By the end of 
the session, we will have created several handmade items, 
including a gift tag, a greeting card, and a graphic 
representation of your favorite song lyric or poem.  Be 
prepared to write, write, and re-write. Come create with us!



The Comic Book 
Company Challenge
CAN YOU invent a comic book 

character that People will 

want to read and watch?



Here's the challenge: Your boss asks you to design a new comic 
book superhero—or supervillain—who will capture the attention of 
large audiences and hopefully spark movies, toys, and other 
merchandise.  After researching the commonalities of the most 
popular characters, you must answer the question: What should 
be the name, look, personality, backstory, and major plot line for 
your new character? At the next big company meeting you need to 
present your ideas to the bosses. How will you dazzle them at the 
presentation?



Can You Stop the 
Outbreak?

Do you like designing and building? Interested in using different types of technology? Do 
you ever wonder about the new applications of drones? 



One of the toughest jobs in global health is reaching remote communities that live too 
far away to receive regular health care. Your mission as a member of a highly skilled 
medical team is to design an insulated container that can keep vaccines at a particular 
temperature for a designated amount of time. Then you need to fly the vaccines into 
these remote locations with the use of drones. If you are able to succeed in designing a 
container and land it safely then you will be able to save millions of lives. Good Luck
 
There are two parts to this simulation.
·      Design and build an insulated container.
·      Learn how to fly a drone and successfully land it in a designated area.



Will Boston Become the Next Venice? 

Learn more about climate 
change, its impact, and generate 

ideas on how we can adapt to 
our ever changing environment.

Let’s explore! 

How  w  e gi  jo  s a  c e  n h  o  w n  a d n  o n ? 



Do you think about what climate change is doing to our World and want to make a 
difference? Do you want to learn more about how climate change can affect how and 
where people live? Well, come take part in a collaborative journey as we explore how 
climate change is transforming the world around us. Living near Boston, a major coastal 
city, we may experience first-hand how warming, and in turn, rising seas may change the 
landscape around us. We will work collaboratively as a solution-focused team 
discovering how areas of the World are already being impacted by these rising seas and 
what is being done to navigate the challenges these waters are bringing. We will take 
what we learn and be forward thinking to help our community rise above. 
Be prepared to research, read, watch, write, create, hypothesize, dream, explore, and 
make a difference. What we accomplish is up to you and your willingness to make a 
difference. 





Students will learn basic cooking, cleaning and food preparation 
skills.  Students will create and share a recipe that demonstrates 
what ‘Food is Love’ means to them.  Students will explore food 
varieties and reflect on their personal experiences with food from 
families, cultures, and their personal connections to the food they 
LOVE.



Water is Life

How are we impacting our local brooks, 
rivers, and ponds?



Have you ever wondered about how we impact our local water supply?  Where does the 
rainwater go and what does it carry with it? What is the real quality of our local streams, 
brooks, rivers and ponds?  In this course, students will use the scientific process to 
determine the health and well being of our local watershed environment and connect 
their role in the larger watershed to which they belong. Students will go out into the field 
on our school campus and in Weston, and use the tools of ecologists to collect and 
analyze data and explore ways to share their findings.  This project gives students the 
opportunity to conduct authentic field science research and gather and analyze data in 
real time to assess human impact on the local watershed of Weston. Students will be 
able to connect how small local actions can play a pivotal role in an interrelated, global 
environment.  Students will share their findings and make recommendations to town 
leaders at the end of this project.


