
Woodland Newsletter

Message from Principal 

Dates to Remember

School Happenings

Hello Families, 

Happy New Year!  A quote from author, Melody Beattie, reminds us that "the new year stands before us like a

chapter in a book, waiting to be written. We can help write that story by setting goals."  At Woodland, the faculty

and staff are setting one of their professional goals as improving feedback given to students.  This thread has

been woven into teacher goal-setting conferences, it has been the focus of our most recent learning walk-

throughs, and was researched at our most recent faculty meeting. We have learned that feedback is one of the

most important teaching strategies that can be implemented in all parts of a scholastic day. In fact, research

shows that when done correctly, feedback has doubled the impact of other teaching strategies. Through our

professional research and dialogue, we have concluded the following: 

1. Feedback can be defined as teachers purposeful and immediate response to whole or individual student action

(academic or social/behavioral), in order to, achieve attainable student outcome with a learning aim in mind.   

2. All students need feedback, but they don't all need the same kind. 

3. The goal of feedback is to "provide students with insights that help them to improve their performance" (John

Hattie) .   

4. Feedback should be "direct and correct" (John Hattie). Correct mistakes and direct and guide them to the

right answer.   

Through this work, we hope to encourage the students to understand their learning goal and help them

understand the work that must happen for the achievement of their goals.  We are fortunate that in our role, as

educators, we are able to guide and support our students on this learning journey.  This year, instead of such

feedback as "good job at math", we will rephrase that to "I noticed you used the math strategy of double

checking your math problem."  By stating the expected behavior, you are providing the student with concrete

evidence and reinforcement of the learning goal.  Next time, you catch yourself providing feedback, reflect on

your word choice and phrasing.  Was it specific? Was it immediate? Was it directed toward a goal?   

Finally, our handbook is available for your review on the Weston Public School website found under the About

section on the Woodland page.    

  

Sincerely, 

Jennifer G. Faber  

January 2017

NO SCHOOL on Monday, January 1st due to Winter break. 

NO SCHOOL on Monday, January 15th due to Martin Luther King Jr.'s Birthday. 

Principal Coffee on Wednesday, January 24th at 9:00am in the library. 

Some events to highlight and ask your child about… 

Grade 2 students led the Teddy Bear Collection Drive for Woodland.  All collected stuffed animals will be 

donated to children in local hospitals and shelters. Thank you for your donations.   

  

https://tw.weston.org/course/view.php?id=609

