
W E S TON  
PUBLIC SCHOOLS W E S T O N ,  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  0 2 4 9 3  •  T E L  7 8 1 - 7 8 6 - 5 2 1 0  

  c o n n o l l y m @ w e s t o n . o r g  
        DR. MARGUERITE CONNOLLY   

     SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

  June 18, 2020 
 

Dear Weston Families, 
  

I want to take this time to thank all of you for working with us throughout this whole year and certainly 

over the last months as we transitioned to Weston School from Home. These are unprecedented times for all 

and tragic for many. The support we received from you made it possible for most of our students to engage 

in a distance learning platform allowing children to retain some sense of normalcy, learn, and have a sense 

of connectedness to their schools and communities. 
  

We could not have imagined where we are when we opened school for students on September 3, 2019 and 

had our regular fall milestones of back-to-school nights, community picnics, athletics, theater and music 

events. Most of the winter went much the same. We were moving smoothly at full throttle with the 

academic subjects, music, art, athletics, theater, clubs, wellness, morning meetings, advisories, and student 

government. 
  

Then things changed -- more rapidly than we could have imagined. We first heard about COVID-19 in very 

late December to early January.  By February, the virus was in the United States, and by March it was in all 

50 states. There were some states that were hit harder than others, and, as all of you know, Massachusetts 

was one of them. March 11, 2020 was our last in-person day of school for the 2019-2020 school year and 

on that day, we had no real idea that we would not be returning to school as we know it. We had to invent a 

new educational paradigm on the fly under emergency conditions. You helped make the complexities of 

remote learning more manageable for your children, a role none of us could have anticipated, and we are 

very grateful for your collaboration. We thank you for your support while we undertook these efforts. 
  

What we knew from the beginning was that one of our major goals was connecting with students while we 

remained physically separated. This need for connectedness became even more apparent and critical early 

on when we found that our Asian-American and Asian families were wrongly and unjustly targeted for 

causing the COVID pandemic. Our need for community became even more urgent with the latest violent 

police killings of innocent black people: Rayshard Brooks, George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud 

Arbery. This has led to social and civil unrest, protests, and demands for dismantling systemic oppression 

and promoting equity for all. We, as schools, must acknowledge that we are a part of the institutional racism 

that has plagued America throughout its history. In the upcoming school year, we will support educators 

and families as together we will learn how to reach all learners through culturally responsive teaching and 

anti-biased and anti-racist educational and community initiatives. It is essential that we educate and support 

our young people in developmentally appropriate ways to understand and address racism and all other 

forms of oppression, so they, with us, can become agents of change. 
  

Now we are collectively grieving Wednesday’s senseless killing of our own Director of Health Services and 

Field School Nurse, Laurie Melchionda. Laurie had spearheaded the COVID-19 work for our schools and 

the Town. Many school and town leaders depended on her expertise and trusted her guidance, knowing that 

her decisions were in the best interests of the children and families of Weston. Laurie was a champion of 

the health and well-being of all students, teachers, faculty, staff and administrators. She taught all of us 

much in her time with us. Her sheer presence, filled with warmth, caring, and professional expertise, was 

stunning. Laurie will be missed tremendously.  
  

What a challenging year. We have asked a lot of you over the last several months and each time you have 

risen and been a partner in all of this work with us. Again, I am so grateful to all of you and I wish you all a 

summer that includes joy, relaxation and love. Thank you. 

  

Best, 

Dr. Midge Connolly 
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