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The Education Reform Act of 1993 mandates participation in “School Choice” unless a school district 

declines to participate.  The School Committee must vote prior to June 1 each year if it chooses to opt 

out of the program.  

 

I recommend that the Weston Public Schools not participate in the Massachusetts School Choice 

Program.  My reasons are similar to those shared with the School Committee in prior years and are 

outlined below. 

 

1. Under the law, there is no control over whom we accept into the system.  We must admit anyone 

who applies for available spaces, and if there are more applicants than spaces available, we must set 

up a process for selection. 
 

2. There is no provision in the law for a school system to remove a School Choice student if he/she 

does not meet the behavioral or academic standards of the system.  This means that if a non-

resident student under School Choice is failing academically or acting out extensively, and the 

school district has tried every possible intervention to correct the situation and nothing has worked, 

there is no procedure in the law to return the student to his/her district.  The only avenue would be 

expulsion, and those procedures are legally complex.  The Board of Elementary and Secondary 

Education will be voting this spring on proposed changes to student discipline regulations (603 

CMR 53) that may increase these challenges. 
 

3. If a receiving school district determines that a School Choice student has previously undiagnosed 

special needs, the receiving school will have to arrange for the appropriate evaluation and 

educational programs.  There is a provision, however, that payment of services for non-resident 

students with special needs is the sending town's responsibility.  Nonetheless, additional special 

needs students in the district could potentially put more strain on our special needs program.   
 

4. The funding arrangement for the School Choice Program is unfair to districts with more limited 

resources.  School Choice tuition is deducted from the school aid of the sending community or 

regional district and sent to the receiving community.  This undermines the funding of districts with 

fewer resources than Weston.  There is no doubt in my mind that Weston would be very attractive 

to parents from other communities, while the reverse appears less likely.  Therefore, we would be 

participating in undermining the funding of districts with limited resources.   
 

5. School Choice tuition is 75% of the per-pupil spending amount of the receiving community but not 

more than $5,000.  This is considerably less than our per-pupil cost.  Some suggest that accepting 

students at $5000, which is considerably less than the district’s per pupil cost, is in reality 

subsidizing choice students at taxpayers’ expense. 


