
School Nursing Team: 
A Year in Review 

Weston’s school nursing team knows as well 
as anyone that the 2019-2021 school years 
were unlike any other.  March 12th 2020 
marked a big shift for us all, as rising COVID 
case counts forced school closures and led 
to widespread remote learning. 

Disaster soon struck again with the tragic 
passing of Weston’s irreplaceable school 
nurse leader Laurie Melchionda, leaving a 
wake of loss that rippled across the district. 
The sudden loss of their leader, and the loss 
of normalcy due to the pandemic, could 
have left our nurses feeling defeated.

Instead of feeling defeated, our school nurs-
es have risen above the chaos to help lead 
us all through this uniquely challenging 
year. Despite these challenges, the nursing 
team marched forward, partnering with the 
Weston Board of Health to coordinate CO-
VID-19 response initiatives and to perform 
contact tracing for the town.  

Weston Middle School nurse Denise Schwerzler stepped up 
to lead the nursing team until Director Jamy Gaynor came on-
board in August,  helping lead us all through the past year.

Thanks to testing programs run by our school 
nurses, our schools have conducted over 7,000 
individual PCR tests since January 11th 2021, 
and completed over 700 pools since the start of 
the new pool testing program on March 15th.

“This has been an example of teamwork, determination, and a passion for nursing that 
is unrivaled in all of my experiences.” remarks Jamy Gaynor, Director of Nursing Services.  

Director Gaynor also added, “the lengths to which this team extended and transformed 
while navigating this pandemic have amazed and inspired me.... we came together as 
individuals, and have grown into a team that can survive anything. Proud, does not ap-
proach the overwhelming feeling of accomplishment experienced by this team.”
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https://www.westonschools.org/district/administration/health-services/


A Year in Review
Our school nurses can do it all! As they col-
laborated across various teams to reopen 
schools in the fall and expand in-person 
time over the year, they developed and im-
plemented several key initiatives including 
a districtwide prescreening tool, two differ-
ent districtwide COVID testing platforms, 
vaccination clinics, and so much more. 

All this comes in addition to the myriad   of 
routine nursing tasks, building-based and 
district-wide responsibilities, regular health 
screenings and evaluations, and more.  
Weston’s school nursing team has always 
been essential, but this year has been a re-
minder of just how vital and outstanding 
each of our school nurses really are.

As the year comes to a close, and planning 
begins anew for the fall and beyond, the 
nursing team are donning their multidis-
ciplinary hats again, this time to strategize 
and rethink safety and learning in a post-
COVID-19 era. Like their fellow educators, 
the school nursing team is always ready and 
willing to adapt at a moment’s notice, shift-
ing to meet the needs of ALL students, staff 
and families. That kind of growth mindset 
helped them successfully serve all of our 
students all throughout this year and earlier.  

   National School Nurse Day is on May 12

 

The team was also supported by others includ-
ing district nurse Jessica Kilcoyne, Joseph Kar-
bowski, and many other invaluable support 
staff helping with the COVID-19 testing pro-
grams and more.  Presently, the school nursing 
team provides individual weekly PCR testing to 
staff, weekly pool testing to staff and students, 
drive-up symptomatic and early quarantine re-
lease testing, as well as supporting the weekly 
town vaccination clinics, and so much more.

In addition to developing and implement-
ing the testing platform, the team also served 
as role models for other district’s testing pro-
grams, providing mentorship and education 
to nursing colleagues throughout the state. 
That leadership has been recognized by their 
peers in other districts, and Denise Schwerlzer 
was even awarded the 2020-21 Massachusetts 
School Nurse of the Year by the Massachusetts 
School Nurses Association! Congrats to Denise!
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