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SCHOOL BUS SAFETY

General Statement of Policy

The Weston School Committee seeks to provide a safe and nurturing environment for all
students throughout the District including while using District-provided transportation.
Accordingly, the Committee directs the Superintendent to establish comprehensive safety
protocols for all students, drivers, school vehicles, and transportation related facilities.

In devising, implementing, and reviewing such programs, the Committee expects the
Superintendent to periodically consult with transportation personnel, parents, local and state
public safety officials as well as such other persons and agencies that may provide useful
resources toward the accomplishment of school bus safety.

The School Committee safeguards student privacy while providing for their safety and security.
The School Committee recognizes the use of video cameras on school buses as an important tool
in the management of the security and safety of students, especially when buses cannot be staffed
with bus monitors. Student data privacy must be maintained in accordance with all federal and
state regulations and law.

School Buses

Weston Public Schools utilize digital video recording equipment in school buses for the security
and safety of riders. Individuals identified on video recording who are in violation of District
policies will be subject to disciplinary action.

Publication in the Weston Public Schools student handbook listed under Bus Transportation &
Safety shall serve as notification to students, parents/guardians and staff that digital video
surveillance exists on all school buses and that those video recordings may be used in
disciplinary proceedings. This notification includes a copy of the district's policy on bus conduct.
In addition, a prominent notice is placed in each bus stating, "This bus is equipped with a video
monitoring system. Your actions may be recorded."”

In order to protect the health and safety of all individuals riding buses, recordings that reveal
unlawful actions will be brought to the attention of law enforcement agencies and/or may be
subject to subpoena or other legal process in compliance with state and federal law.

The videos shall not be available for viewing by the public in general, employees in general,
media, or other individuals except to the extent allowed by applicable law such as the
Massachusetts Public Records Law and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA). Principals, administrators, and the transportation supervisor may authorize other
individuals with a “need to know,” such as a student’s guidance counselor, school psychologist,
teacher, or social worker, to view segments of a specific recording, if viewing the videotape is
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beneficial to their role in assisting the student. A log shall be kept of the date and name of the
individual(s) viewing the video.

If the District is unaware of concerns pertaining to the date a video was recorded, the video may
be erased or deleted after ten student school days or 15 calendar days, whichever occurs first.

No provision in this policy is intended to create a contract or to limit the rights of the District.
This is a general statement of Policy which may be modified by the District at their discretion
when necessary, in accordance with state and federal regulations and law.

Protocols

Camera memory chips shall only be handled by the Transportation Supervisor, District
Administrator, law enforcement, and/or an approved designee. A log shall be kept of card
numbers, the date/time installed within a bus, initials of installer, and reason for removal.
Periodic testing of recordings, length of time being stored before being overwritten, and quality
shall be done every other month starting in September.
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