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As the crisp autumn air approaches and the fall season begins, we hope you and your family are
enjoying the final days of summer and preparing for a smooth, positive start to the 20262027 school
year. With the excitement of a new academic year just ahead, our team is getting ready to welcome
your children back very soon.

New Staff & Team Chair “Meet and Greet”

This school year brings a transition in our Special Education Team Chair leadership. Following a
combination of well-deserved retirements and valued colleagues advancing into new professional
roles, we are welcoming three new Team Chairs to our district leadership team. We recognize how
vital continuity and clear communication are to your student’s educational journey. Our
administrative team and Team Chairs are working hard to ensure a seamless transition for all of our
students. In support of this goal, we invite you to come to meet all of our Team Chairs at our annual
“Meet and Greet” on September 15, 2026 at 9:00 AM in the Large Conference Room at Case House

A strong support system relies on exceptional educators. This fall, we are pleased to welcome talented
new team members to our Student Services Department.

Catherine Rossi, Team Chair/School Psychologist, Country School

Christine Ciccone, Preschool Teacher, Country School

Liz Korandanis, BCBA, Country School

Paige Abramson, Speech/Language Pathologist, Woodland and Country Schools
Sara Williams, LBC Special Education Teacher, Woodland School

Alexandra Wallenstein, LBC Special Education Teacher, Woodland School
Amanda Fairbanks, Nurse, in a new school, Woodland School

Tara Oliveto, Team Chair, Field School

Laura Ealy, Occupational Therapist, Field School

Joanna Sudmyer, Nurse, in a new school, Field School

Allison Burgoyne, Team Chair, Weston Middle School

Jessica Lombardi, Compass School Adjustment Counselor, Weston Middle School
Erin Foley, in a new role, Compass School Adjustment Counselor, Weston High School
Tiajiah Mojica, Nurse, Weston High School

Vickie Fiorentino, Special Education Office Aide, Weston High School

Tess Marano, in a new role, School Psychologist across the District



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a2kGFs5AiniYqS5OILvN9608yhheTDi3DvPGoV3Qu6A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19g15bkaBu7Mhdt6NCfEdNP4qs3uR1wTyGdxRI3UyBAI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Egkf8601hdVNfbgMAfAg7znsWojyRqh7RKefHYC-DJA/edit?usp=sharing
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Cartwheel: Expanding Access to Student Mental Health Support

Weston Public Schools continues its partnership with Cartwheel to provide telehealth mental health
services with licensed clinicians, no waitlists, and flexible scheduling. Cartwheel provides individual
teletherapy, family guidance and therapy, and psychiatric care, as well as special programming for
school attendance, social media and technology use, and intense emotional and behavioral challenges.
Whether your child is struggling with anxiety, having a hard time staying focused, or just needs
someone to talk to, Cartwheel is there to help.

e [earn more about Cartwheel and what common signs to look for to determine if your child
might benefit from mental health support here.

e Parents/guardians can express interest directly in mental health services for their child
by filling out this form.

In addition to offering direct mental and behavioral health support to children and families, Cartwheel
offers educational resources to caregivers to support their children.

e Caregiver Webinar Series: The upcoming fall session, "Growing Together: Supporting Your
Child’s Mental Health This School Year” will take place on September 16, 2026, at 7:00PM.
You can register here. For recordings of past webinars and future offerings this school year,
access this link.

e On-Demand Resources: Families and caregivers can access online resources on a variety of
common childhood and adolescent mental and behavioral health topics here.

e Back to School: For information and tips about supporting a successful transition back to
school, access this resource guide.

Monthly Workshops for Families

We are pleased to share that, in collaboration with the Special Education Parent Advisory Council
(SEPAC), the Student Services Office will continue to offer a series of monthly workshops designed
to support families throughout the school year. These sessions will offer practical tools, valuable
insights, and meaningful conversations to help families navigate the educational journey with
confidence. This year, we have again partnered with the Massachusetts Partnerships for Youth (MPY),
district staff, and other organizations to bring a wide range of training opportunities tailored to the
diverse needs of our community.

We’re kicking things off with a “Meet and Greet” —an opportunity to meet the Student Services
Administrators and both the new and returning Team Chairs—on September 15, 2026 from
9:00-10:00 AM in the Case House Large Conference Room. We encourage you to attend and learn
more about the support systems in place for your child.



https://www.cartwheel.org/
http://www.westonschools.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyI5MTI5IiwiNnR0ODFxdmtiOXdjZ2s4NG8wazRnY2tvNGNzZzAwdzQiLCIzMzQiLCI1YzNjMjBjOTY0OGEiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://www.cartwheel.org/district/weston-public-schools?utm_source=marketing&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=bts-comms-toolkit-2026&utm_content=weston-public-schools-fif&utm_term=success
https://cartwheelcare.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HCLmAtumTtqSAlAXTNKW3Q#/registration
https://www.cartwheel.org/webinarseries?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%5BReferrer%5D%20Family%20Webinar%20Reminder_August%202026&utm_campaignId=19408429&utm_term=success
https://www.cartwheel.org/audience/parents-and-guardians
https://www.cartwheel.org/back-to-school?utm_source=marketing&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=bts-comms-toolkit-2026&utm_content=weston-public-schools-bts-landing-page&utm_term=success
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Our next presentation, entitled, “Managing Meltdowns with Confidence” will be on October 20th
from 8:45-9:45 AM in the Case House Large Conference Room. Meltdowns can leave parents
feeling helpless, frustrated, or overwhelmed — and there are simple ways to respond with confidence.
In this session, you’ll learn how to stay calm, understand what’s really going on, and use practical
tools that make a difference in the moment and beyond.

We are working on finalizing our full schedule for a list of upcoming parent/guardian workshops
happening throughout the year.

Weston Special Education Parent Advisory Council (SEPAC)

The Weston Special Education Parent Advisory Council (Weston SEPAC) is an all parent volunteer
group that promotes a network for parents of children with disabilities to provide a forum to share
information, support, provide resources and discuss important issues.

e We provide educational presentations for parents and teachers of both special needs and typical
students, as well as networking and social opportunities for families.

o We meet with school administration and school committee members to give our input on
policies and programs that impact our children. We promote and raise awareness of children
with special needs.

e We meet with our state representative to share and discuss information to advocate for children
with disabilities.

We would love to have additional SEPAC volunteers this year. If you are interested in volunteering or
joining their email list please contact Amy Casilio at sepac(@weston.org

Office of Student Services

Website: https://www.westonschools.org/district/administration/student-services/
Location: 89 Wellesley Street, Weston MA 02493

Phone: 781- 786-5240

Emily Tucker Martha Bakken
Assistant Director of Student Services Director of Student Services

tuckere@weston.org bakkenm(@weston.org



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qTRvTUX3kK0hm5JfUi5c-v_yfr9qoCYKJr-oQSttpbU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/groups/880267675481416/?ref=share&mibextid=K35XfP&rdid=NnpuNezQxeA0hFgN&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2Fg%2FCpW85zHu5UhXpeiV%2F%3Fmibextid%3DK35XfP
https://www.westonschools.org/district/administration/student-services/
https://out.smore.com/e/mkjn2/3doeVC?__$u__&nk=NjU0MWJiYmYxMTBmYjE0YzRkYmM5YjQ4LGJha2tlbm1Ad2VzdG9uLm9yZzo6Omo3b3l0cmtoYXhrd2luZDY.
mailto:tuckere@weston.org
mailto:bakkenm@weston.org

