
Student Services Update for 2016-2017



Office of Student Services

 Hosts a broad range of programs and supports: 

·  Special Education and Related Services for students ages 3-22

·  Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act

·  English Language Education

·  Guidance

·  Nursing services

·  McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

·  Home-based Services

 



Overall Goals 

● Continue to provide students in Weston who are eligible for special education 
services and supports with the highest level of educational opportunities 
and experiences that are possible and appropriate.

● Continue to improve communication between families and special 
education professionals to build a higher level of trust and understanding.

● Continue to develop and improve in-district programs with a goal of 
consistency in programming in grades K-12 when cohorts allow for that 
programming.

● Examine the social and emotional well-being of students with PreK-12 
administrators and teachers.

 



Update on Numbers of Students with Disabilities

Primary Disability FY 15 FY 16 FY 17 3/1/17

Autism 37 34 32 32

Communication 43 30 31 37

Developmental Delay 47 30 53 44

Emotional 19 19 21 24

Health 90 83 87 90

Intellectual 10 8 9 9

Multiple Disabilities 4 4 3 2

Neurological 8 19 19 23

Physical 1 0 0 0

Sensory/Deaf Blind 0 0 0 0

Sensory/Hearing 3 2 2 0

Sensory/Vision 1 1 0 1

Specific Learning 136 124 120 120

Out of District 33 27 28 28

Total: 440 397 405 410



Update on Numbers of Students with Disabilities



Number of Students Eligible under IDEA Total = 410* (380)
Grade Number of Students Total   (2016)

PreK 27

 
 
 
 
 99  (104)

K 17

Grade One 15

Grade Two 18

Grade Three 22

Grade Four 27
 
 58  (57)Grade Five 31

Grade Six 35

 
 
 105 (90)

Grade Seven 31

Grade Eight 39

Grade Nine 34

 
 
 
 
 148   (129) 

Grade Ten 37

Grade Eleven 36

Grade Twelve 32

Post 9

 * (as of March 1, 2017)



Students Placed in Out of District Placements  - By Disability
Primary Disability FY 15 FY 16 FY 17 3/1/17

Autism 10 9 10 7

Communication 1 1 4 4

Developmental Delay 0 0 0 0

Emotional 6 7 2 5

Health 4 2 2 1

Intellectual 4 3 3 3

Multiple Disabilities 2 1 1 2

Neurological 3 3 4 4

Physical 0 0 0 0

Sensory/Deaf Blind 0 0 0 0

Sensory/Hearing 0 0 0 0

Sensory/Vision 0 0 0 0

Specific Learning 4 1 2 2

Total: 33 27 28 28



Students Placed in Out of District Placements  - By Disability



Program Updates
● Integrated PreSchool

○ Added a part time aide to support families and principals 
● Access Program

○ New teacher at Country
○ Cohort at High School

● Language-Based Classrooms
○ 2nd and 3rd grade classrooms at Woodland
○ 4th and 5th grade classrooms at Field
○ Middle School program is more robust
○ High School services through Academic Strategies

● Learning Center
○ At all 3 elementary schools
○ Pull out and push in services



Program Updates continued

● Academic Strategies
○ At Middle and High School
○ Students are assigned blocks of support based on need

● Goal Program
○ At Weston High School
○ Academic, vocational and community/transitional program focus

● Bridge Program
○ General education program that began in 2012-13 school year
○ Transition program for students returning from hospitalization for any reason, 

extended evaluation or those needing therapeutic support due to emotional or 
social stressors



Bridge 

● Staffed by an Adjustment Counselor and Special Education 
teacher

● Added a Learning Assistant this year (who is certified in 
English) to support students in Bridge and academic classes

● 29 students this year
○ 10 freshmen (high compared to previous years)
○ 7 sophomores
○ 6 juniors
○ 6 seniors - all are graduating and attending 4 year colleges

Plan for next year to divide into two groups

Bridge/Special Ed and Transitions



Bridge



Health Services



Student Encounters

Year Number of 

Visits

Return to 

class rate

Total 

Enrollment
    

2014-2015 17,239 94.4% 2,259

2015-2016 18,229 96% 2,205

2016-2017* 16,050 95.5% 2,174

 * September-April
   

 
*September-April



Staff Encounters
Year Number of 

Visits

Return to work rate

   

2014-2015 584 98%

2015-2016 673 98%

2016-2017* 648 98%

 * September-April
  



Mandated Screenings

• Vision grades K-5, 7, 10

• Hearing grades K-3, 7, 10 

• Postural grades 5-9

• BMI grades 1, 4, 7, 10 

• All new enterers screened for vision and hearing



Team Goal 2016-2017 

• To improve vision referral return rate by 10%

• 2015-2016  58 referrals  40 returned  69%
• 2016-2017  96 referrals  93 returned  97%

Policy Work:

• Concussion Policy and Information on Traumatic Brain Injury, Academic 

Accommodations

• Food Allergy Policy and Guidelines



Emergency Preparedness

• All WPS nurses are members of either Weston or Wayland’s MRC

• CPR and AED certified

• Trained in use of Narcan

• Stock Epipens in each school building

• Stock Narcan in each school building

• 19 AEDs throughout the district



Essential School Health Services Grant (ESHS)

• Funding of ESHS Grant to date: $505,597.00 (7/1/2008-6/30/2017)

• Renewal for FY 18 and FY 19   $98,400.00

• $49,200.00 for each year

• FY 19 final year

• Benefits of ESHS Grant:

• Part time RN position

• Per Diem RN coverage

• NP Consultant for Human Sexuality Health class at the HS

• Professional Development for School Nurses



English Language Education (ELE)
(formerly ELL) 

As of 5/1/17, 89 students are receiving ELE services

Students speak these primary languages: 

Arabic                    German                 Polish                 Swedish     

Cantonese            Icelandic               Portuguese           Vietnamese

Dutch                     Japanese               Romanian

Farsi                       Korean                   Russian                  

French                   Mandarin              Spanish



ELE students by grade
Grade Number of Students

K 12

1 7

2 10

3 10

4 7

5 8

6 8

7 7

8 2

9 6

10 10

11 0

12 2

 



Additional Updates
● Team Chairs at all schools

○ Increased communication with families
○ Improved consistency and compliance with IEPs

● Orton Gillingham Training
○ 18 teachers trained this year 
○ More training planned for next year

● Professional Development
○ Project Read
○ Benchmark Assessment
○ CPI: trainers
○ 504s

● Coordinated Program Review
○ Completed Self-Assessment phase
○ Focus on compliance and policies
○ Site visit in early 2018


